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The Challenge of Change in Our Church  
The encounter with the person of Jesus Christ is at the heart of the mission of the 
Church and shapes everything we do in our parish.  We are all aware that we are 
on the cusp of quite significant changes in our Catholic communities.  Pope Francis 
initiated the Synodal Process last year, a world-wide period of discerning where 
the Holy Spirit is leading the Church into the future. The Church is facing many 
challenges in an increasingly secular culture which is often indifferent, if not hos-
tile, to religious faith. The initial step of the Synod was a process of listening to the 
people of God, their hopes and fears, the positives and negatives they felt about 
their Church. The Parish Synodal Gathering before Easter here in St. Mary’s report-
ed back our own peoples’ contributions. These reports will be inputted to prepara-
tions for the universal Synod in Rome which Pope Francis is calling next year. 

Recently, we held our Building Hope Gathering which considered specific issues 
here in our parishes. It is an initiative of the Archbishop as we face the particular 
challenges to the Archdiocese into the future. These include the ageing profile of 
priests: more than 40% of priests holding parish appointments are over 70 years of 
age.  How do we respond to the Gospel imperative to preach the Good News in the 
altering circumstances of parish life today? The Archbishop was anxious that the 
baptised people of God should have their voices clearly heard, to help him prepare 
a response to the increasingly urgent pastoral situation in which we find ourselves. 
We are called to develop new ways to accompany the people of God right now. It 
will require new thinking and a shift in mind set for everyone. This may include 
partnerships with other neighbouring parishes and the sharing of clergy, with an 
inevitable reduction of services.    

Both the Synodal and Building Hope Gatherings were far from pessimistic or nega-
tive. They were both critical and respectful meetings, characterised by a a genuine 
listening to the various voices. It revealed our parish to be strong and resilient in 
the face of challenges. We have a wonderful parish community and many generous 
volunteers, men and women who serve the people of God in a great variety of 
ministries. The mood of those meetings was upbeat and hopeful as we tried to dis-
cern how we can shape the future in the light of the Gospel. There was a serious 
commitment to embrace change, however unsettling, as that is the only way for-
ward if we are not only to survive but to thrive as a community of faith.  We are all 
aware of the diminishing resources of time and personnel and the need for a more 
active and co-responsible stewardship by the baptised people of God. We are all 
invited to into an ongoing process of prayerful dialogue, discernment and decision 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

We are very grateful to all who participated in both the Synodal and Building Hope 
meetings. Your voices have been heard. It was heartening to experience the com-
mitment of parishioners, their concern for the future of our community and their 
openness to change. We are all invited to into an ongoing process of prayerful dia-
logue, discernment and decision under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

May I wish everyone a very enjoyable holiday time, a time of rest and recreation 
with all the family.  
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                               Mass Times 

Sundays: 

Vigil, 6p.m. (Saturday), 9.30a.m., 11a.m., 5p.m. 
Croatian Community Mass 6.30p.m. 
French-speaking community Mass 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month at 12.30p.m. 
 

Daily Mass: 10a.m.  - Rosary: daily after 10a.m. Mass 
 

Baptisms 
1st and 3rd Sundays of each month.  Request forms available 
from Parish Office.  

Marriages 
For the use of St. Mary’s Church and Prenuptial enquiries 
please contact the Parish Office (open Monday — Thursday , 
10.30a.m. - 3p.m.).  
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Faith and Spirituality resources are available on the 
parish website. 

St. Mary’s Parish Events—Summer/ Autumn ‘22 

12 August 6:30p.m.  Lion’s Club: Summer Barbecue 

03 September 3:00p.m.  Order of Malta Mass 

19 September 5:45p.m.  Pastoral Council Meeting 

5 November 3:00p.m.  Requiem Mass: Order of Malta 

6 November 11a.m.  Mass for the Dead of the Parish 

14 November 5:45p.m.  Pastoral Council Meeting 

The Building  Hope Prayer 
 

Pilgrim God, we give you thanks and praise.   You 
constantly journey with us even in our darkness 
and doubts.  We seek your way of loving kindness 
to walk together as one family.   Open our eyes to 
recognise you in the faces of one another, in the 
breaking of bread and in the splendour of creation.   

May the risen Christ sow seeds of hope and new 
life deep within us.   May our hearts and minds be 
filled with your Word, bringing forth truth, justice 
and peace.  May the Holy Spirit working in and 
through us do much more than we can dare to im-
agine as we live out our baptismal calling in hum-
ble and loving service.  We make this our prayer 
through Christ Our Lord.   Amen.  

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us.  

St Laurence O’Toole, pray for us.  

St Kevin, pray for us.  

St Brigid, pray for us. 

Summer Dues Collections  

In making this appeal, we ask you to remember, 
that the greatest resource in the Church is its 
people, both laity and clergy, supporting each 
other and working together. The age profile of 
the priest is rapidly increasing and there are very 
few vocations to priesthood. Our diocesan priests 
continue to serve quietly while more is being 
asked of fewer and fewer. The ministry and mis-
sion of our Church cannot continue without their 
dedicated service. We thank you for continuing 
to support our parishes and our clergy who work 
among you. Your generosity to this new initiative 
of Summer Dues will provide much needed prac-
tical and moral support for  our priests in difficult 
times.  Envelopes can be found at the Church en-
trances.  

 

If you prefer to donate by credit/ debit card we 
have 2 “Tap and Go” machines which  accept 
contactless payments.  These are located at the 
Haddington Road and side entrances to the 
church. 

 

There is also a “donate” button on the parish 
website if your preference is to donate through 
the parish website. 
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