MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR LENT 2022
Part II “Let us not grow tired of doing good”
Christ’s resurrection enlivens earthly hopes with the “great hope” of eternal life, planting the seed of
salvation in our present time (cf. BENEDICT XVI, Spe Salvi, 3; 7). Bitter disappointment at shattered
dreams, deep concern for the challenges ahead and discouragement at the poverty of our resources,
can make us tempted to seek refuge in self-centredness and indifference
to the suffering of others. Indeed, even our best resources have their limitations: “Youths grow tired and weary, the young stumble and
St Mary’s fall” (Is 40:30). Yet God “gives strength to the weary, he strengthens the
powerless… Those who hope in the Lord will regain their strength, they
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calls us to place our faith and hope in the Lord (cf. 1 Pet 1:21), since only if
we fix our gaze on the risen Christ (cf. Heb 12:2) will we be able to respond to the Apostle’s appeal, “Let us never grow tired of doing
Serving
good” (Gal 6:9).
the

Community Let us not grow tired of praying. Jesus taught us to “pray always without

Serving
the
Family

Serving
the
City

becoming weary” ( Lk 18:1). We need to pray because we need God.
Thinking that we need nothing other than ourselves is a dangerous illusion. If the pandemic has heightened the awareness of our own personal and social fragility, may this Lent allow us to experience the
consolation provided by faith in God, without whom we cannot stand firm (cf. Is 7:9). No one attains
salvation alone, since we are all in the same boat, amid the storms of history; [2] and certainly no one
reaches salvation without God, for only the paschal mystery of Jesus Christ triumphs over the dark waters of death. Faith does not spare us life’s burdens and tribulations, but it does allow us to face them
in union with God in Christ, with the great hope that does not disappoint, whose pledge is the love that
God has poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit (cf. Rom 5:1-5).

Let us not grow tired of uprooting evil from our lives. May the corporal fasting to which Lent calls us
fortify our spirit for the battle against sin. Let us not grow tired of asking for forgiveness in the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, knowing that God never tires of forgiving. [3] Let us not grow tired
of fighting against concupiscence, that weakness which induces to selfishness and all evil, and finds in
the course of history a variety of ways to lure men and women into sin (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 166). One of
these is addiction to the digital media, which impoverishes human relationships. Lent is a propitious
time to resist these temptations and to cultivate instead a more integral form of human communication ( ibid., 43) made up of “authentic encounters” ( ibid., 50), face-to-face and in person.
Let us not grow tired of doing good in active charity towards our neighbours. During this Lent, may we
practise almsgiving by giving joyfully (cf. 2 Cor 9:7). God who “supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food” (2 Cor 9:10) enables each of us not only to have food to eat, but also to be generous in doing
good to others. While it is true that we have our entire life to sow goodness, let us take special advantage of this Lenten season to care for those close to us and to reach out to our brothers and sisters
who lie wounded along the path of life (cf. Lk 10:25-37). Lent is a favourable time to seek out – and not
to avoid – those in need; to reach out – and not to ignore – those who need a sympathetic ear and a
good word; to visit – and not to abandon – those who are lonely. Let us put into practice our call to do
good to all, and take time to love the poor and needy, those abandoned and rejected, those discriminated against and marginalized (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 193).

Contacts: Fr Fachtna McCarthy, Administrator, Fr Patrick Claffey C.C. Fr Josip Levaković C.C., Deacon Greg Pepper Tel 01 -6600075
Streaming and Website www.stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie email: info@stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie
Child Protection: http://www.stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie/ministries/child-protection/ also www.csps.dublindiocese.ie
Streaming also at www.churchservices.tv/haddingtonroad
Funded by Living the Joy of the Gospel Campaign

3. “If we do not give up, we shall reap our harvest in due time”
Each year during Lent we are reminded that
“goodness, together with love, justice and solidarity,
are not achieved once and for all; they have to be realized each day” (ibid., 11). Let us ask God to give us the
patient perseverance of the farmer (cf. Jas 5:7), and to
persevere in doing good, one step at a time. If we fall,
let us stretch out our hand to the Father, who always
lifts us up. If we are lost, if we are misled by the enticements of the evil one, let us not hesitate to return
to God, who “is generous in forgiving” (Is 55:7). In this
season of conversion, sustained by God’s grace and by
the communion of the Church, let us not grow tired of
doing good. The soil is prepared by fasting, watered by
prayer and enriched by charity. Let us believe firmly
that “if we do not give up, we shall reap our harvest in
due time” and that, with the gift of perseverance, we
shall obtain what was promised (cf. Heb 10:36), for
our salvation and the salvation of others (cf. 1
Tim 4:16). By cultivating fraternal love towards everyone, we are united to Christ, who gave his life for our
sake (cf. 2 Cor 5:14-15), and we are granted a foretaste of the joy of the kingdom of heaven, when God
will be “all in all” (1 Cor 15:28).
Masses Times
May the Virgin Mary, who bore the Saviour in her
womb and “pondered all these things in her
Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm
heart” (Lk 2:19), obtain for us the gift of patience. May
Croatian Community Mass 6.30pm
she accompany us with her maternal presence, so that French-speaking community mass 2nd and 4th Sundays of the
this season of conversion may bring forth fruits of
month at 12.30
eternal salvation.
Daily masses 10am only for the moment
-Rosary daily after 10am mass
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 11 November, 2021, MeBaptisms:
morial of Saint Martin, Bishop.
1st and 3rd Sundays of each month, request forms available
from parish office
Make a start with yourself
Marriages
Make a start with yourself, and abandon yourself. Tru- For the use of St Mary’s Church and Pre-Nuptial Enquiries
please contact the Parish Office
ly, if you do not begin by getting away from yourself,
Parish Office open Monday—Friday, 10.30-14.00
wherever you run to, you will find obstacles and trouble wherever it may be. People who seek peace in external things – be it in places or ways of life or people
or activities or solitude or poverty or degradation –
however great such a thing may be or whatever it may
be, still it is all nothing and gives no peace. People who
seek in that way are doing it all wrong; the further
they wander, the less will they find what they are
- Meister Eckhart (c. 1260-c.1328)

INTENTIONS
26/27 March
6pm Vigil: Maureen McGrath, Anniversary
11am George Nagle Anniversary
5pm. Egle Flood, Special Intention
Stase & Romualdas, Special Intention
Ieva, Special Intention
3 April
11am Maureen & Tony Carpenter
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