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Church Reopening 

Archbishop Dermot’s  Update on Guidelines 

Dear Father, 

 Arising from yesterday’s announcement regarding the easing of restrictions on religious services from May 
10th the Department of an Taoiseach has clarified a number of issues that have arisen as follows: 

Pods of 50 

Where the size of the premises/Place of Worship allows for a capacity of greater than 50 this may be permitted 
only where: 

• social distancing guidelines are adhered to 

• the premises can be subdivided into distinct sections (cordoned or marked appropriately) of not more than 
50 persons in each section 

• there is a minimum of 4 metres between sections 

• each section having its own entrance/exit route 

• there are separate arrangements for elements of the service involving close contact, for example the distri-
bution of Holy Communion 

• strictly no movement of people between sections before, during or after the service 

• the premises are well-ventilated 

 Funerals 

 There is an increased risk of transmission of the virus where families and communities come together following 
the death of a loved one. 

Therefore, numbers at funeral services (and Weddings) is capped at 50 regardless of size of premises. 

Notwithstanding the increase in numbers permitted, funerals are still considered private family events and all 
notices in newspapers or on-line should be clear about this. 

Funeral services should continue to be live-streamed to help reduce numbers attending. 

Attendance at wakes in private homes and at Funeral Homes remains unchanged i.e. immediate family only and 
people should be discouraged from queuing to pay respects. 

Singing    

As with previous reopening for religious service congregational singing and choir singing is not permitted. 

Solo singing with accompanist is permitted subject to compliance with detailed guidance contained in HSE Covid-

19 Guidance for Religious Services. 

 Outdoor Worship is not permitted in line with Government restrictions on organised outdoor gatherings. 

 Drive-in Religious Services may take place outside places of worship (e.g. church carpark) where all attendees 

remain in their vehicles and no sharing of vehicle outside of family unit. If your parish is considering this option, 

the utmost respect for the distribution of the Eucharist is essential. 

 Use of Religious premises for any other purposes/parochial activities/community meetings etc. is not per-
mitted in line with Government restrictions on organised indoor gatherings. 

I hope this advice is of assistance, 

Kind regards, 

+ Dermot Farrell 

http://www.churchservices.tv/haddingtonroad
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/religioussettingsguidance/
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/religioussettingsguidance/
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CLOTHING COLLECTION 
Thursday 13 May 

12.00-14.00 
Clothes will be collected at the Church 

Clothing 
Shoes 
Toys 

Books 
Household Articles 

All Very Welcome 
This is an important part of the excellent work be-

ing down by our Parish SVP Branch in very challeng-
ing times 

YOUR HELP WILL BE MUCH APPRECIATED 

 THOUGHTS FOR RENEWAL 

There remains a precious jewel in every person, 
which is stronger than any outward pressure in 
their lives. It remains inviolable, even in those who 
feel that they are lost in their rottenness. No matter 
how badly they have ruined their lives, this jewel 
remains in them; it is as certain as that God was 
reconciling the world to himself in Jesus Christ. 
There is something in each person that will never 
be lost, something that can always be resurrected. 
That is the gospel.  
   -Christoph Friedrich Blumhardt  
 

 
 
To forgive the incessant provocations of daily life – 
to keep on forgiving the bossy mother-in-law, the 
bullying husband, the nagging wife, the selfish 
daughter, the deceitful son – how can we do it? 
Only, I think, by remembering where we stand, by 
meaning our words when we say in our prayers 
each night, “Forgive our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.” We are offered for-
giveness on no other terms. To refuse it is to refuse 
God’s mercy for ourselves. There is no hint of ex-
ceptions and God means what he says.  
                                                - C.S. Lewis 
 

Reopening Mass Schedule at St Mary’s 

For many people in our community and in society, the 
past eighteen  months have been lived as a time of exile. 
As so often in the history of the People of God, our com-
munity was separated and scattered by the crisis that 
came upon us so unexpectedly.  We were cut off from 
our faith community and, indeed, very often from our 
families and friends, as our country went into lockdown.  
It was an experience we will look back upon in the fu-
ture and wonder how it all happened and how we lived 
through it. For believers they will no doubt say that their 
faith, hope and charity helped them to get through 
We have now reached the point when we are slowly 
coming out of this situation and where, with due care, 
we are resuming as much as we can of our ‘normal’ 
lives.  It is with great joy that we greet the news that our 
churches will re-open for public prayer after a period of 
closure that included several of the big moments in our 
liturgical life, Holy Week and Easter as well as the feast 
of Pentecost. 
We are delighted to announce that St Mary’s will re-

sume its normal schedule of services from Monday 10 

May  with both the 10am daily mass and, from the 

weekend of May 16, Sunday masses , as well as the 

Croatian and French Community masses.  The exact 

schedule for the Sundays will be determined this week 

and published on our website during the week. 

The Parish Pastoral will meeting during the week to fi-
nalise arrangements for the reopening.  Most of us are 
now very familiar with what needs to be done and what 
should be avoided, and, at his stage, it is very much a 
question of common sense, following the standard HSE 
regulations and observating what we now know to be 
best practice in this matter.  Further details will be pub-
lished on our website once we have reviewed them. 

Please read Archbishop Dermot’s very helpful letter 
above for a broad outline. 

As the Bishops pointed out in earlier Guidelines: ‘A re-

turn to public worship, even gradually, will be a source 

of great joy and hope to our parish communities.  Public 

health considerations will, however, require some prac-

tical adjustments to the way we celebrate our liturgies.  

These should not in any way compromise the integrity 

of the liturgy and every effort should be made to sup-

port active participation and prayerful and joyful cele-

bration.’  Our parish has a strong and vibrant liturgical 

tradition and we are sure that this will be maintained 

during this time.  

http://www.churchservices.tv/haddingtonroad

