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Pope at Easter Urbi et Orbi: 'Risen Christ is hope that does not disappoint' 
Pope Francis delivers his traditional Easter message “Urbi et Orbi” – to the city and the world – underscoring how 

today we celebrate the event that gives us the hope that does not disappoint: “Jesus who was crucified has risen”. 

 

By Vatican News staff writer 

Throughout the world, the Church proclaims the joyous news that “Jesus, who was crucified, has risen as He said. 

Alleluia!”, Pope Francis said at the start of his Easter message broadcast live around the world. 

He delivered his Urbi et Orbi message inside St. Peter’s Basilica, just like last year, due to coronavirus safety 

measures. 

He had just concluded presiding over the Easter Sunday Mass at the Altar of the Chair with a small congregation 

participating. The Basilica featured arrays of Avalanche roses given by Dutch florists who traditionally filled St. 

Peter’s Square with flowers on Easter every year, but had to stop temporarily due to the pandemic. 

The Easter reality of the Resurrection offers concrete, tangible hope and consolation, the Pope noted, but its mes-

sage does not offer us “a mirage or reveal a magic formula” we might wish as an escape exit to the world’s diffi-

cult realities. 

Among them, the spread of the pandemic, social and economic crisis hitting the poor especially, but also, he noted 

the “scandalous” fact that “armed conflicts have not ended and military arsenals are being strengthened.” 

Hope that does not disappoint 

The Easter message of hope tells us concisely that “the crucified Jesus, none other, has risen from the dead”, Pope 

Francis said, adding that God the Father raised Jesus, who accomplished His saving will by taking upon Himself 

our weakness, infirmities, the weight of our sins, even our death. Because of this, the Pope said, “God the Father 

exalted Him and now Jesus Christ lives forever; He is the Lord.” 

The wounds Jesus bears in His hands, feet and side are “the everlasting seal of His love for us”, the Pope noted, 

and all who experience trials in body or spirit can find refuge in them and “receive the grace of the hope that does 

not disappoint.” 

Hope and solidarity in pandemic times 

Pope Francis went on to say that the Risen Christ gives hope and comfort for those suffering from the pandemic, 

the sick and those who have lost a loved one. He also prayed that the Lord might “sustain the valiant efforts of 

doctors and nurses”. 

He stressed that everyone, especially the vulnerable, needs assistance and has a right to care, and vaccines are es-

sential. He appealed to the international community “to commit to overcoming delays in the distribution of vac-

cines and to facilitate their distribution, especially in the poorest countries.” 

The Risen Lord is comfort for the unemployed and those suffering economic difficulties, the Pope said. He prayed 

that Christ might “inspire public authorities to act so that everyone, especially families in greatest need” can be 

provided with help in order to avoid sliding into poverty, a sad reality the pandemic has dramatically worsened. 

The Pope referred also to the psychological weight of the pandemic on young people, who are often forced to stay 

at home without attending school or visiting friends in person. He expressed his “closeness to young people 

throughout the world”. 

Hope that brings peace to our world 

Quoting Saint John Paul II when visiting Haiti, “the poor of every kind must begin once more to hope”, he 

said as his thoughts also turned to the “beloved Haitian people”, urging them “to look to the future with confidence 

and hope", and not be overwhelmed by current difficulties. He underscored his closeness to them and that their 

problems may be definitively resolved. 

Pope Francis prayed for the young people of Myanmar “committed to supporting democracy and making their 

voices heard peacefully,” so that “hatred can be dispelled only by love.” 

He recalled migrants fleeing from war and extreme poverty and that the “light of the risen Jesus be a source of 

rebirth” for them, as we see in them the “marred and suffering face of the Lord” on the path to Calvary. This calls 

for concrete signs of solidarity and human fraternity” on the part of all, he noted, and he thanked nations receiving 

those who seek refuge, citing Lebanon and Jordan which have taken in so many refugees fleeing violence in neigh-

bouring Syria. 

May the people of Lebanon, he prayed, “find support from the international community” in these tough times and 

persevere in being “a land of encounter, coexistence and pluralism.” 

And “may Christ our peace” halt the clash of arms in “beloved and war-torn Syria”, the Pope underscored, where 
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millions are suffering. 

He also pointed out the “deafening and scandalous silence” re-

garding the suffering in Yemen. 

Looking to the nation of Libya, he noted the hopes there are fi-

nally for an end to the decade of bloodshed and unrest. In all 

these lands, he encouraged all parties involved to “commit them-

selves” to end these conflicts and allow “war-weary peoples to 

live in peace” and rebuild their lives and communities. 

Living as brothers and sisters 

The Resurrection takes us to Jerusalem, the Pope went on to say, 

where “we ask the Lord to grant peace and security,” so it can 

“embrace its calling” to be a place where “all can see one anoth-

er as brothers and sisters”. He encouraged Israelis and Palestini-

ans to “rediscover the power of dialogue” so a solution can be 

found to “enable the two states to dwell side by side in peace 

and prosperity.” 

Pope Francis also recalled his visit last month to Iraq, and 

prayed that the nation continues on the “path to peace” and 

“fulfil God’s dream for a human family hospitable and welcom-

ing to all his children.” 

Overcome the mindset of war 

The Pope’s thoughts then turned to Africa, especially places 

suffering from internal violence and international terrorism in 

areas of the Sahel, Nigeria, Tigray and the Cabo Delgado region 

of Mozambique, and prayed the conflicts may be resolved 

peacefully through “dialogue in a spirit of reconciliation and true 

solidarity”. 

Too many wars and too much violence plague our world, the 

Pope lamented. He prayed, “May the Lord, who is our peace, 

help us to overcome the mindset of war.” 

May prisoners of conflicts be freed in eastern Ukraine and Na-

gorno-Karabakh, he added, and may the arms race be curbed. He 

recalled that Sunday, 4 April, marks the International Awareness 

Day against anti-personnel landmines, and said these “insidious 

and horrible devices” kill or maim many innocent people each 

year. He also stressed “how much better our world would be 

without these instruments of death!” 

Healed by the wounds of Christ 

In conclusion, Pope Francis recognized how in so many places 

Christians have celebrated Easter under severe restrictions, 

sometimes unable to attend liturgical celebrations. He prayed 

that these, and all restrictions on freedom of worship and reli-

gion worldwide, may be lifted so all are allowed to pray and 

praise God freely. 

Amid these many hardships, the Pope said, we must always re-

member that “we have been healed by the wounds of Christ” and 

in light of the Risen Lord, “our sufferings are now transfig-

ured…where there was death, now there is life”.  

He concluded, saying: “We pray that the benefits of that healing 

will spread throughout the world. Happy Easter to all of you!” 

After delivering his Urbi et Orbi Easter message, the Pope im-

parted his apostolic blessing. 

Easter Dues and Parish Finances 

The PPC would like to draw parishioners attention to the 

Easter Dues Collection, which takes place at this time.  

Envelopes have been distributed and some dues are 

coming in.  The Easter dues go to the archdiocese and  

are an important part of the funds used to pay  the sala-

ries of our priests and  for the care for sick and retired 

priests. 

Given the crippling financial crisis that has struck the 

diocese the past eighteen months, the dues are all the 

more important for meeting these needs and other 

needs of the diocese.  We would be grateful if members 

of our community would show their solidarity in this 

situation with the usual generosity. 

Parish income has fallen off radically over the past 

months.  In a recent count of income since Christmas 

from our shrines and church collection boxes, the total 

came to a little over €3000.  There were, of course, oth-

er generous donations delivered in other ways and we 

are most grateful for this. 

We live in the hope that we will resume some kind of 

normality that will allow us to steady the financial situa-

tion, while we get back to being a full and active com-

munity. 

In the meantime we continue as best we can in our 

practice, following online or in private devotion, and 

entrusting  ourselves and out families to God’s care and 

protection. 

THANK YOU 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Patrick Coakely 
Suddenly at home earlier this week. Son of the late Patrick & 
Kathleen Coakley. Deeply regretted by his aunts, cousins, 
friends and  staff & students at The Institute of Education, 
Dublin, where he was a much-loved and highly esteemed 
moths teacher known for his devotion to his students. 
Paddy was an active member of the St Mary’s branch of the St 
Vincent de Paul Society and made the SVP Christmas appeals 
here at our parish over the past two years. A quiet man, he will 
be greatly missed. 
Paddy's Requiem Mass will be livestreamed 
on www.cobhcathedralaprish.ie on Monday April 19th at 12 
noon.  

+++ 
Sunday 11.am: Michael Ryan (Months Mind) 

 
Sunday 25 April: Margaret Kearney, Anniversary 
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