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Music at St Mary’s—A Rich Tradition 

As in other Irish churches, much of the stained glass in in St Mary’s was 

imported on a commercial basis from France and Germany. This 

changed radically, however, with the establishment of a stained-glass 

department in the Dublin School of Art in 1903. Following this, artists 

such as Michael Healy, Evie Hone, Catherine O’Brien, Beatrice Glenavy, 

as well as Sarah Purser who, with Harry Clarke and the Earleys, were to 

achieve remarkable success.  We are fortunate in St Mary’s to have two 

excellent examples of the work of this very Irish movement.  We looked at one in an article here in the 

newsletter a few weeks ago, Beatrice’s Glenavy’s Baptism of Jesus 

(1910).  The earliest, however, was completed in 1903, and it is by an 

English artist working in Dublin but belonging very much at the cen-

tre of the new Irish school that was emerging. 

Alfred Ernest Child (1875-1939) was an English stained-glass artist, 

who became a senior lecturer in the Dublin Metropolitan School of 

Art and was the first manager of An Túr Gloine in 1903. His influence 

on the development of Irish stained glass was enormous as he tu-

tored a generation of early 20th century artists. Amongst the win-

dows that he designed are those at Loughrea Cathedral, the Honan 

Chapel at University College Cork, the Unitarian Church, Dublin, as 

well as the St. Cecilia window (1903) at St Mary’s, which is in the right

-hand wall of the nave. Here the patroness of music is depicted hold-

ing a portable organ and surrounded by a choir of angels, with the 

inscription ‘Ora Pro Anima Thomas Begge qui obit 31 ia die. Decem-

bris 1892. Although the colours are more muted that in later Irish 

work the window illustrates very well the transition from the conti-

nental importations to native production. 

In the year following the installation of this window The Guild of 

Choristers of St. Cecelia was established in 1904, had an unbroken 

tradition in the Latin sung Mass until its sad demise in 2012, after 108 years od service. The Choristers, 

led by Robert Daly, used to sing at the 9:30 am Sunday Mass.  

 The Guild was established in 1904 by the auxiliary bishop of Dublin, Most Rev. Dr. Nicholas Donnelly, 

P.P. of St. Mary’s. Its principal objective was to provide trained singers for the liturgical services of the 

parish by affording boys attending St. Mary’s National School and others who had the necessary voice 

capability an opportunity of taking an active part in the scared liturgy of the Church. Members with 

few exceptions began their singing as boys in the guild. The guild sang at many other churches as well 

as on television and radio and was privileged to sing at the Patrician Year Mass in Croke Park and at the 

Papal Mass in the Phoenix Park. In 1988 it made its first journey overseas singing at the Brompton Ora-

tory, Notre Dame, St. Peter’s and St. Mark’s the highlight of which was its singing for Pope John Paul II. 

A beautiful illuminated scroll, setting out the objectives and other details of the guild hangs in the 

south porch of St. Mary’s.  
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In Memoriam 

11am, Winifred Skehan 

31 January 

11am, Peggy & Bill Tone 
ALL DAILY MASSES THIS WEEK 

10am Online 

Just Wait For The Sun 
LISA MARKS 

When everything's darkness 

And you feel so alone, 
When the rain doesn't stop 

And you can't make it home, 

When it feels all is lost 
And you just want to run, 

It can't rain forever. 

Just wait for the sun. 
 

When family is pain, 

When friends can't be found, 

When you just want to scream 
But you can't find the sound, 

When it's all your fault, 

And you feel like you're done, 
Just wait for the sun. 

The sunshine will come. 

 
The storm always passes. 

It won't last forever. 

The rain always stops and gives way to 
good weather. 

The brightest and warmest of days still to 

come. 
Please wait for the sun. 

The sunshine will come. 

 

People who need you, 
People who still love you 

Can warm up your soul like the sunshine 

above you. 
You're never alone, 

No matter what's done. 

Wait for the sun. 
Just wait for the sun. 

 

Dark clouds always pass. 
I promise you, hun. 

We're all waiting with you. 

Just wait for the sun. 
 
Source: https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/just-wait-
for-the-sun  

Although this historic choir is no more, St Mary’s had re-

tained a strong  tradition in music that is often comment-

ed on  by visitors. This is kept up by our Parish Choir and 

our cantor Catrina Scullion-Finn, who has been at St 

Mary’s for over ten years.  Out director of music is Irene 

Nealon, who has been with us for many years since the 

departure of Professor Gerard Gillen, who was in the or-

gan loft for many years. Gerard played here at the wed-

ding of Uachtarán na hÉireann Michael D. Higgins and his 

wife Sabina and came back to play for their 40th anniver-

sary  in a quiet private ceremony on a Saturday morning a 

few years ago. He has more recently very graciously re-

turned to us for a few weeks while our resident organist is 

away on leave. 

More recently we have been joined by the Crux Vocal En-

semble, now based at St Mary’s.  Director Paul McGough 

acknowledges the very important contribution of the St 

Cecilia Choristers, and emphasises Crux’s continuity with 

this traditon at the 9.30am Sunday mass twice a month.  

Crux has indeed added another dimension to our music, 

drawing from a rich classical tradition as the ensemble 

sings an Ancient-music mass twice a month, with a mix of 

Medieval, Renaissance and Contemporary choral music. 

This has been very successful and well received and it is 

generously subsidised by a small number of parishioners. 

We also  have occasional  contributions from the Classicus 

Chamber Choir, under their director Maire Ledwith.  The 

Choir, made up of Maire’s students is resident in the par-

ish. Music is not and add-on to our prayers or a simple 

embellishment, it is an essential part of the act of prayer 

in community.  

As Paul writes: 

 “Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you 

teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through 

psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God 

with gratitude in your hearts.” Colossians 3:16 
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