
 

‘Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.’ (Romans 15:7) 

For many people in our community and in society, the past three months have been lived as a time of 

exile. As so often in the history of the People of God, our community was separated and scattered by 

the crisis that came upon us so unexpectedly.  We were cut off from our faith community and, indeed, 

very often from our families and friends, as our country went into lockdown.  It was an experience we 

will look back upon in the future and wonder how it all happened and how we lived through it. 

We have now reached the point when we are slowly coming out of this situation and where, with due 

care, we are resuming as much as we can of our ‘normal’ lives.  It is with great joy that we greet the 

news that our churches will re-open for public prayer after a period of closure that included several 

of the big moments in our liturgical life, Holy Week and Easter as well as the feast of Pentecost. 

We are delighted to announce that St Mary’s will resume its normal schedule of services from Monday 

29 June  with both the 10am and the 12.40 daily masses and, from the weekend of July 5, the normal 

Sunday masses of 6pm (Saturday Vigil), 9.30am, 11am and 5pm, as well as the Croatian Community 

mass at 6.30pm 

In their Guidelines on this matter, the Irish Bishops Conference stated very clearly that ‘in all 

circumstances the safety and health of people, ministers, and priests must be paramount.  No church 

should be opened for public prayer or worship until satisfactory arrangements have been put in place.’ 

In its recent meeting to consider this step, the Parish Pastoral Council, reiterated that compliance with 

HSE public health guidelines was essential. As in all safeguarding measures in our parish, we wish to 

offer the maximum protection from any risks.  At the same time, we wish to reassure those entering 

the church that the parish is aware of its responsibilities, and that we are concerned for the safety and 

good health all. 

In the Guidelines, the Bishops write: ‘It is most important that people who are vulnerable or unwell, 

and especially those with any symptoms that might suggest Covid-19 infection, should stay at home 

and, if possible, participate, as now, via webcam, social media, television, or radio.  The same applies 

to those who have been in recent contact with someone who has the virus, in accordance with public 

health advice…. The dispensation from the Sunday and Holy Day obligation is extended for the time 

being.’ 

For the moment admission to the church is restricted to 50 people.  It is hope that this number will be 

increased in the near future and this is the subject of some discussion between the Bishops 

Conference and  HSE. 

In its meeting, the PPC noted that an important element of the re-opening will be to control and 

regulate the movement within the church of those attending Mass in order to have as few “moving 



parts” in the overall procedure as possible thus minimising risk. With this in mind, the following 

specified measures were agreed: 

a) There will be a single entrance (the Haddington Road doors) which to the extent possible will 
be kept open, not requiring to be touched; the side entrances will be closed. 

b) We will monitor the numbers entering the Church for Mass; unfortunately we may have to 
ask those arriving  who are in excess of the target limit (currently 50; this may rise  to 100 , or 
more, later) that they should not enter the Church. Please bear with us and understand that 
we are required to avoid excess numbers attending our masses.  (You may wish to consider 
attending a Mass at a time, or day, other than your usual service) 

c) hand sanitizing stands will be placed beside the entrances and entrants requested to use 
them. Sanitised wipes will be available at your pew and parishioners are requested to sanitise 
the area they’re using both on entering and on leaving that space  

d) the wearing of face coverings will be requested,  
e) floor and other signage will indicate preferred routes to the rows of benches, 
f) all benches will be marked or designated in order to observe social distancing (save for families 

from a single household, who may sit together),  
g) there will be no collections.  A box will be provided near the entrance, to facilitate any 

donations for the first collection and/or Share.  However, attention is drawn again to the 
online facility on our parish website for making donations and parishioners are invited to 
consider this option in future. 

h) any sign of peace will not involve persons touching each other,  
i) for the distribution of communion, the priest will move down the aisle between the benches 

thus avoiding any queue  
j) at the end of Mass those attending will be asked to leave in an orderly and phased and socially 

distanced manner, not lingering,  
k) the benches where those attending have sat are to be cleansed or sanitised after each Mass; 

we will provide packets of sanitising tissues at all marked benches and would ask those 
attending to wipe and clean the surfaces which they have touched.  

As the Bishops point out in their Guidelines: ‘A return to public worship, even gradually, will be a 

source of great joy and hope to our parish communities.  Public health considerations will, 

however, require some practical adjustments to the way we celebrate our liturgies.  These should 

not in any way compromise the integrity of the liturgy and every effort should be made to support 

active participation and prayerful and joyful celebration.’  Our parish has a strong and vibrant 

liturgical tradition and we are sure that this will be maintained during this time. 

The Bishops conclude with an uplifting exhortation: 

‘The resumption of public worship should not mean simply going back to where we were before.  We 

have been through testing times, but these months have opened up new possibilities for the future 

mission of the Church.  This crisis has much to say to us about ourselves as a community of faith, about 

our identity and our way forward.  We earnestly hope that what we have learned – as individuals, in 

the domestic churches of our family homes, and as ministers of Charity, Word and Sacrament – will 

enrich the life of our Church and increase the joy of our celebrations as the doors of our churches 

open slowly once more.’  
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