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       May 1 2020 
 
Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
For several years now our parish, like many others, has been struggling with its 
financial situation.  With a decline in practice, our income has also declined 
and at this point we face a substantial deficit, as is apparent from the outline of 
our 2019 financial report provided at the end of this booklet. 

Several years ago, we ran a special appeal in the Living the Joy of the Gospel 
Campaign, which raised just over €300,000.  This money was used over the 
past five years to pay for the upkeep of our parish and for several pastoral initi-
atives.  One of these, the installation of the webcam, through Church TV Ser-
vice, to bring our liturgical celebrations masses to a wider community has been 
a significant achievement and has proved its worth over this recent difficult 
period of isolation. However, this fund has now been exhausted and we are 
once again seeking new ways of simply keeping going. 

Our finances are constantly under review and efforts are being made both to 
reduce our outgoings and also to find new sources in order to create a steady 
income flow.  While the recent Coronavirus crisis has had a serious effect on 
these efforts, we are optimistic that they can be advanced over the coming year. 
One significant result in this regard to date has come from parking spaces we 
have been able to agree to rent out once the need for such facilities returns.  
Other initiatives are being actively considered and hopefully can be brought to 
fruition after the present crisis has passed. 

However, as in the early Church, the support of our faith community is primar-
ily the responsibility of its members.  We are grateful for all your support in 
that past and that we continue to receive. 

However, given the challenges we face, the time has now come to review how 
we do things in order to maximise the possibilities we have through a more 
streamlined and modern system for donations;  that will also allow us to drawn 
down the tax benefits that are available to us as well as to support the Diocesan 
funds that we are not able to contribute to in the absence of our usual Sunday 
Collections.  This is the purpose of this booklet, which was drawn up by a sub-
committee of the Parish Pastoral Council. 

We would ask you to give it your serious consideration and to continue and 
perhaps increase, according to your means, your contribution. Even a small 
increase will help us a lot. 

Sincerely, 

Fr. Fachtna McCarthy 

Administrator  

       

Terence O’Rourke 

Chairperson, PPC 
 



 

SUPPORTING OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 

no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they 

owned was held in common.  With great power the apostles gave their testi-

mony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 

all. (Acts 4:32-33) 

Like any family, body, or institution, the Church in its ministry and mission 

has always needed an income in order to allow the local community to sur-

vive and to maintain an evangelising presence in the world.  

This call to share, each according to their means (see Luke 21:1-4), remains 

one of the features of our life as a faith community. The call for us is to sup-

port both our diocese, which carries a large part of the burden, and our par-

ish where we deal with more local needs. This  is a question of practical 

everyday expenses such as light and heat, salaries, repairs and maintenance, 

insurances etc that must be met from these two sources, thus the need to 

support both. In addition, however, we need to fund new pastoral and evan-

gelising initiatives in our parish and diocese and to allow the possibility of 

development in every area of the Church’s life in the world. 

So at a time when our normal physical collections are not possible, we are 

taking steps in our parish to enable those who can, and who want to, finan-

cially support the work of the Church, in our Parish and in our Diocese, to 

contribute on line.   

While this facility is being introduced as a matter of necessity at this time, 

we hope that the ease of payment will enable those, who would like to con-

tinue contributing  on line, to carry on doing so, even after the “emergency” 

is over and we can once again join as a community at Mass in our Parish 

Church. 

We would also like to thank all those who have been contributing to our 

Diocesan and parish collections to date.  Your support is sincerely appreci-

ated, and we hope that you might consider continuing to help us.  

 

Before explaining how the On Line donations work, we might first recap 

what the different collections are and how the funds raised are used to sup-

port the good work of the Church.  



 

 

 

 

CHURCH COLLECTIONS AND THEIR USE 

Our funding is organised in a number of ways: (1) our weekly contribu-

tions to the funds administered by the Archdiocese, which are the Sun-

day First and the Share Collections, (2) Easter and Christmas Dues and 

(3) direct support to the parish through other means which are raised in 

the parish to cover specific parish needs.  

In the past few years, as you know,  each Sunday we have been explain-

ing where the Sunday Collections go and what they are used for. How-

ever, it is worth outlining them again as we appeal for your ongoing 

support. 

FIRST COLLECTION 

The first Sunday collection, paid into the Diocesan Common Fund, goes 

to support the Priests of the Diocese, both those serving in the parishes 

as well as the sick and retired priests. 

 

SECOND SHARE  COLLECTION 

The second church collection on Sundays goes to the Diocesan SHARE 

fund. This fund supports many of the central services of the Diocese as 

well as providing support to parishes unable to meet their own financial 

needs. See https://www.dublindiocese.ie/2018-annual-report-financial-

statements/ for further information 

 

EASTER AND CHRISTMAS DUES 

Christmas and Easter Dues Offerings form a significant part of the Cler-

ical  fund and assist in supporting all the priests of the Diocese 

 

SO WHERE DOES THE PARISH GET ITS INCOME? 

The Parish income comes from a number of sources 

• Family Offerings such as weekly/monthly envelopes and Standing 

Orders  

• Church Offerings for Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals  

• The income from church shrines and weekday mass collection 

• Other minor income like rents for use of the Parish Centre etc 



 

 

While we fully understand the challenges and difficulties of the present 

crisis and its effect on disposable income, we encourage all in the parish to 

contribute, according to their means, to its upkeep, as well as continuing 

their support for the  Diocesan Collections and Dues.  Every contribution, 

no matter how small, eases the burden and the reality is that small dona-

tions, the mite, have always been the at the heart of Irish parishes. 

In many other parishes, the envelope collections and Standing Orders have 

formed the backbone of parish income but for a number of historic rea-

sons, in our Parish,  we receive  relatively little from these sources. We 

need to address this, in order to provide the regular income our Parish 

needs to meet our running costs. So we ask for your support, if you can.  

 

HOW CAN I DONATE 

While we are pleased to receive donations in any form, we are now  keen  

to significantly increase the number of regular contributions  as it as-

sures a regular flow of income, while also reducing the administrative bur-

den on the Parish.  Donating just €3-5 a week can make so much differ-

ence to the parish.   

We have now added a possibility to donate online through the recently 

installed Donate button  on our website.  This 

offers a range of possibilities for once-off and recurring donations to both 

the Archdiocese in the First and Share Collections and directly to St 

Mary’s for our local parish needs. 

 

Our preference is that you might use the Donate facility on our website, 

www.stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie. If however, you would prefer to pay an-

other way, such as by Standing Order or by Direct Debit, just contact the 

Parish Office and we will set things up for you.  

When you press the Donate button on the Parish Website you will be 

brought to a Payments page with several donation options: 

• “Save Our Parish” collection which in turn offers the choice of ei-

ther a once off donation or the setting up of regular (monthly ) dona-

tions which will help finance the running costs of our parish 

• Easter Dues – a once off way of paying your Easter Dues (this but-



 

 

 

ton will change to  Christmas Dues later in the year) 

• First Collection  offering the choice of a once off donation or the 

setting up of regular (monthly) donations which will be paid into 

the Diocesan Clerical Fund for the support of our serving, sick 

and retired priests 

• Second, Share, Collection offering the choice of a once off dona-

tion or the setting up of regular (monthly) donations which will 

be paid into the Share Fund for the support of less well-off Par-

ishes and central Diocesan services.  

 

When you have decided how much you would like to contribute to each 

collection (either on a once off, or as we would hope, on a regular ba-

sis), simply enter the amount in the space provided and you will then be 

asked for your personal details (name, address,  email address and  

phone number) and details of how you would like to pay- either by deb-

it or credit card.  

You will also be asked to agree to the Diocesan and Parish terms and 

conditions which we would encourage you to read and to be satisfied 

with before you finalise your  payment instructions (by entering your 

payment card details).  Please note that you can cancel any recurring 

payment  instructions (either for the Diocesan or the Parish collections, 

or both) at any time by contacting the Parish Office.  Also note that all 

information provided  is encrypted and all GDPR requirements  are ful-

ly adhered to protect your personal information.  

Tax Rebate Scheme 

We would also ask for your help in enabling our Parish to avail of the 

generous provisions of  the Irish  tax system which provides a tax rebate 

scheme for many donations.  

When the contribution of any individual person exceeds €250 per year, 

the parish, as a registered charity, can claim a tax refund on that dona-

tion - where the donor is an Irish taxpayer. This is at no additional cost 

to the donor. 



 

 

When you donate  on line, you will be  asked to confirm that you are 

happy with the terms and conditions of the  diocesan and parish collec-

tions, These terms provide that the information you supply to enable the 

donations to be  made on line can also be used to start the tax reclaim 

process.  Therefore, based on that information (which will remain abso-

lutely confidential, to used only for this purpose and no other) the parish 

will send you a Revenue form for completion and will then process the 

tax reclaim on your behalf. We can also send you the form on request.  If 

you would prefer to compete the form in advance, and return it to us at 

the Parish office, a copy is also available here:  

A copy of the CHY3 form is also available here: 'https://

www.revenue.ie/en/companies-and-charities/documents/charities/

chy3-enduring-certificate.pdf" 

If you need any assistance  in completing this form, please contact the 

Parish Office and we will be happy to help.  

You can contact the Parish Office: 

By phone at 01 660 0075 

By email at info@stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie 

By post at St Marys Parish Centre, Haddington Road, Dublin 4 D04 

E242 

Note that the normal opening hours of our Parish Office is 10:30 am – 

12:30pm Monday to Thursday 

The Church along with most people in our country, is facing into very 

challenging times in both the immediate and the medium term.  Rarely 

has uncertainty been so great. From the evidence we have in our own 

parish, many people have turned to faith in this time.  Our faith is lived 

out by focusing on three things, Jesus, his Gospel, and the faith commu-

nity we belong to and which sustains us. Being deprived of community, 

as we have been, will perhaps increase our appreciation of it when we are 

able to get together again. Keeping this community together is important 

and needs the support of all if it     We really appreciate any support you 

can contribute no matter how apparently small it is.   

Thank you sincerely for all your help.  

 

https://www.revenue.ie/en/companies-and-charities/documents/charities/chy3-enduring-certificate.pdf
https://www.revenue.ie/en/companies-and-charities/documents/charities/chy3-enduring-certificate.pdf
https://www.revenue.ie/en/companies-and-charities/documents/charities/chy3-enduring-certificate.pdf
mailto:info@stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie


 

 

 

 
 

Income & Expenditure Account 
2019   

      

Income   2019  

Donations and Bequests €22,478  
"Living the Joy of the Gospel" Cam-
paign €45,975  

Church Collections ( weekday) €18,834  

Family Offerings  €39,648  

Event Income  €5,560  

Rent (Parish Centre)  €15,035  

Shrine Income  €27,372  

Other Income  €2,660  

Total Income  €177,562  

     

Expenditure    

Salaries   €41,936  

Music Costs  €18,150  

Altar Supplies  €7,296  

Heat & Light   €20,742  

Repairs & Renewals  €29,663  

Insurance & Rates  €24,110  

Books, Stationary & Printing €15,111  

Office and Other Costs  €18,138  

Prof Fees incl Legal  €24,175  

Bank Interest & Charges €4,687  

     

Total Expenditure  €204,008  

     

Deficit   (€26,446)  


