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 From the St Mel’s Cathedra, Longford Stations of the Cross 

 Reflection on his carvings  

Ken Thompson  

 

FIRST STATION 

Jesus Is Condemned to Death 

Pilate had Jesus “dressed in scarlet” (John 19.2) and on 

his head “a crown of thorns” and when he asked, “Are 

you a King?” Jesus replied “My Kingdom is not of this 

world… I cam to the world to bear witness to the truth”.  

It was then that Pilate asked the question which is in-

scribed in our first panel “What is truth?” (John 19.38) 

and significantly he didn’t wait for an answer.  We re-

member elsewhere that Jesus had said, “I am the way, the 

truth and the life”, which is why the word truth is carved 

directly beneath the figure of Jesus, establishing before 

we set out on the road to Calvary the truth about who He 

really was; namely not just a good man or another proph-

et but “the image of the unseen God” (Col. 1.15) 

Jesus looks directly at Pilate and averts his gaze, as do all the other figures in the carving, except for 

the slave boy who looks directly at us as if to draw us into the drama.  Pilate and his wife remind us of 

Macbeth; “a little water clears us of this deed”. 

We notice that one of the enigmatic scoffers on the left represents those who have no such wish to 

hear, see or speak the truth. 

The INRI (Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews) refers to Pilates words “What I have written I have 

written” (John 19.22) and to counter this the carving of a fish (an early symbol of Christ) refers to the 

Greek work for fish (ICHTUS) the letters of which give us JESUS CHRIST SON OF GOD SAV-

IOUR. 

Christ, Son of the Living God, you came on earth “to bear witness to the truth”. 

 Strengthen me to be faithful to your teaching and walk the path you have marked out for me in 
life. 

Save us, Saviour of the World. 

 

FIFTH STATION 

 Simon of Cyrene Helps Jesus to Carry His Cross 

The Evangelist tells us that a “man called Simon of Cyre-

ne who was coming in from the country” (Luke 23:26) 

was made to help shoulder the cross with Jesus.  Tradi-

tion has it that he was a good man and he has even 

been declared a saint. He is presented in this carving as 

young and somewhat angelic and stands for anyone 

willing to lend a helping hand. Of course, it wasn’t Si-

mon who asked Jesus the question inscribed on the fifth 

panel “Who is my neighbour?”.  It was a lawyer who 

earlier in our Saviour’s ministry attempted to put Him to 

the text.  Jesus responded by telling the parable of the 

Good Samaritan, ending with the injunction: “Go and do 
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In Memoriam 
                 

Recently deceased 
Oonagh Bourke, late of Waterloo road 

Peggy Kearns, funeral on Monday, 10am 
                 

6pm: Jacinta Shortt (Anniversary)               

 

Masses and Confession 

Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm  

Croatian Community Mass 6.30pm 

Daily masses 10am and 12.40pm, Saturday 10am only 

-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

Last Week’s Collections 
1st Collection: €1,195 

Share Collection: €967 
Weekday collections: €425. 

THANK YOU 

tion from the Old or New Testament.  In unity WORD and 

IMAGE I am aware that relief carving and inscribed lettering 

complement each other visually 

I hope these stone carvings will help to deepen the devotion 

of those who are familiar with and follow the Way of the 

Cross but also that they will reach out and touch, in different 

ways, all those who visit St Mel’s Cathedral. 

      Ken Thompson 

The magnificent short book The Way of the Cross: A Journey 

with Images and Words of Scripture Carved in Stone, with 

reflection on his carvings by Ken Thompson and Foreword & 

Prayers by Bishop Colm O’Reilly is available from published by 

Longford Parish is available  www.ilongfordparish.com €7 

likewise” (Luke 10:37). 

Thus, in our carving, in celebration of all good Samaritans, 

snowdrops and daffodils have sprung up in the alcove beside 

Simon! 

In pointing to Jesus, Simon affirms him as our Redeemer, which 

Jesus acknowledges, indicating his name in monogram carved 

in raised lettering on the cross. 

At the feet of Simon, we are introduced to the mouse who will 

reappear, and his significance be explained in the 13th station.  

For now, we need to know that it has long been supposed that 

among other useful things that St. Joseph made as a carpenter 

were mousetraps. 

Good Master, You allowed Simon, a stranger, to become your 
helper I your ordeal on the way to Calvary. Help me to reach 
out like him to the needy, irrespective of their colour, class or 
creed. 

May I be your servant too, extending a helping hand to anyone 
who is struggling with a heavy burden. 

**** 

The original oil-painted  Stations of the Cross in St Mel’s Cathe-

dral were destroyed by the fire which ravaged the cathedral at 

Christmas in 2009.  these are replaced by stations in relief carv-

ing in a limestone from Somerset in England known as Bath 

stone. Which was first quarried by the Romans.  The stone is 

mostly soft with patches of hard fossilised sea shells and was 

chosen for it sympathetic texture and warm colour. Bas-relief 

sculpture involves carving back the stone to different levels 

leaving the figures raised above the background. 

The backgrounds of these carvings has been painted blue, the 

lettering picked out in terracotta and “dished” haloes gilded.  

These fourteen panels are each 55 inches high, 46 inches wides 

and 3½ \inches thich and have been let into the north and 

south walls of the cathedral between the pialsters, seven on 

each side. 

The style of carving in hieratic.  My sympathies lie with early 

pre-renaissance carving where the artist, in search of the es-

sential, avoid over realistic representation.  The gestures of the 

figures in these panels are, in a sense, liturgical, acting out, 

what has been prophesied about the suffering servant in the 

Old Testament.  I have sought orthodoxy and a foundation in 

scripture, while attempting to shine fresh light on this ancient 

devotion: to create an overall unity and shape to the composi-

tion (which I regard as a single work) in the same way as a mu-

sical symphony is composed of contrasting movements and 

moods. 

In place of the traditional description beneath each station, I 

have chosen instead to relate each imagine to a relevant quota-

A THOUGHT FOR A DAY 

Soon we shall die and all memory of those we have 

known will have left the earth, and we ourselves 

shall be loved for a while and forgotten. But the 

love will have been enough; all those impulses of 

love return to the love that made them. Even 

memory is not necessary for love. There is a land 

of the living and a land of the dead and the bridge 

is love, the only survival, the only meaning. 

      Thornton Wilder  
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