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Why Easter Matters 

Johann Christoph Arnold 

The Easter story is the most important story in the history of the world. And it does not belong only to 

Christians; it is for everyone. 

Easter celebrates Jesus’ resurrection from the dead three days after he was executed. What was his crime? 

He healed the sick, raised the dead, and preached the coming of God’s kingdom of justice, peace, and for-

giveness. 

After Jesus was crucified his body was taken down from the cross and buried in a tomb, which was then 

sealed with a huge stone so that no one could steal the body. But on Easter morning an angel came and 

rolled the stone away. Jesus rose from the dead and appeared first to Mary Magdalene and then to his dis-

ciples. 

Like the disciples, many people today are afraid. Like the disciples, we also long for peace without 

knowing where to find it. 

The disciples were afraid. They did not want to be associated with Jesus, because he had just been con-

demned and executed. They had experienced this personally, and were terrified. So even though they 

knew that Jesus had risen, they met secretly behind locked doors. But Jesus suddenly appeared among 

them, saying, “Peace be with you.”  

Like the disciples, many people today are afraid. Even though, in most countries, we now have the free-

dom to believe in Jesus, we hide our faith behind closed doors. Like the disciples, we also long for peace 

without knowing where to find it. Jesus offers this peace to us, a peace that will take away all our burdens 

and sins.  

May this peace excite us and fill us with hope and love. This peace is the answer to all our political and 

social problems. We live in a fractured society, where everybody is divided from everybody else, and sim-

ple joy in life is often squeezed out of us. This particularly affects children. When we take God away from 

them, and don’t let them come to Jesus, they are afraid. 

The battle between good and evil has been raging since the beginning of time, but today it is impossible to 

ignore. Warfare is everywhere. In the impoverished nations of Africa there is war over water and other 

resources. Millions of people are dying because they do not have access to the basic necessities of life. 

Every day we hear of more atrocities occurring all over the world. 

Jesus was victorious over death and over fear. We can claim this same victory and receive his gift of 

life and peace. 

Jesus came to end all suffering and human need. He loved us so much that he was willing to die for us. 

As the apostle John writes, “There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear.” This is the gift that 

Jesus offers us. When we celebrate Easter this year, let’s remember that Jesus was victorious over death 

and over fear. We can claim this same victory and receive his gift of life and peace.  

Shortly before Easter 2015, my daughter Margrit died of cancer. Many times during her last days and 

hours my wife and I, together with her own family, gathered around her bed and thought of the Easter sto-

ry. The following words of scripture, which my son Heinrich later put to music, became a trumpet call of 

victory for us:  

 Now we see through a glass dimly, but then face to face, now I know in part, just as I am also k

 nown, but then I shall be  known, as I am known. Blessed be the God, father of our Jesus Christ 

 who comforts us in trials. He will still deliver us! 

 For I know that my Redeemer lives, And he shall stand at the end upon the earth. And though the 

 worms destroy this body,  yet in my flesh shall I see God! 

 Martha called Jesus to Lazarus, but yet did he die; when she heard he came, then she said unto her 

 Lord, “If thou had’st  been here my brother had not died.” Jesus said, “I am the resurrection 

 and the life, whoever liveth and believeth in me shall  never die!”  

 Behold, I tell to you a mystery: We shall all be changed. At the last trumpet the dead shall all be 

 raised, and we shall be  changed, shall all be changed. Thanks be to God, death has been swal

 lowed up, he gives the victory through our Lord Jesus  Christ! 

Yes, Jesus lives, and we can all live with him. 

http://www.churchservices.tv/haddingtonroad
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In Memoriam 
11am: Clare Cahill (Anniversary) 

                Masses on 27th /28thApril 2019 
6pm: Andy Ryan (Anniversary)                    

9.30am: Margaret Kearney (8th Anniversary) 

 Patrick Finn Lecture Series 

 St Mary’s and the Art and Craft  
of Stained Glass. 

Thursday 25 April , 7.15pm              
This talk is of real parish interest. It will be given by Mr. 
William Earley, whose family in previous generations operat-
ed Earley Studios of Ecclesiastical Arts, producing church 
marblework and stained glass in Dublin from 1852 to 1974, 
including two beautiful windows in St. Mary’s.  

Mr. Earley is an expert on stained glass, having written a post
-graduate dissertation on the subject in Trinity College. He 
has had a lifetime interest in art, theatre and music, and in his 
career as a solicitor has had a long professional connection 
with a number of cultural institutions.” 

The Dublin Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock  
This will take place next Month on Saturday April 27 and will 
be led by Archbishop Diarmuid Martin.  See attached draft 
programme for more information on workshops and other 
activities. For more information, please email: knockpilgrim-
age@dublindiocese.ie 

Masses and Confession 

This  Easter Week 

10am Mass only 

Church Collections Last Week 
1st Collection: €1,335 

Share Collection: €865 
Weekday collections: €1,040 (2 Weeks) 

Pope appoints Fr. Fintan Gavin  

as next Bishop of Cork and Ross. 

The Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid 

Martin has extended warm congratula-

tions to Fr. Fintan Gavin. 

Archbishop Martin said that Fr. Gavin, 

currently Chancellor of the Archdiocese 

of Dublin, had brought and an enor-

mous contribution to many as a Dioce-

san priest and as a highly regarded Canon Lawyer, not just in Dub-

lin but also throughout the country. 

“Fr. Gavin will be missed in our Diocese where he is known for his 

experience, knowledge and personal warmth” said Archbishop 

Martin, “I am personally very pleased that his contribution has 

been recognised by Pope Francis and that he will have a an oppor-

tunity to bring his gifts and wide pastoral experience to the Dio-

cese of Cork and Ross. He will be missed by all of us in Dublin but I 

know he will minister to the very best of his ability for the people 

of Cork and the wider Irish Church at the Bishops Conference lev-

el.” 

Archbishop Martin added that Fr. Gavin had also demonstrated an 

ability to reach out to young people in the Diocese working with a 

variety of youth groups and young adults helping them to grow in 

faith in a variety of innovative ways. 

While serving in the inner city parish of Saint Andrews, Westland 

Row, Dublin, Bishop elect Gavin collaborated in the very success-

ful ‘Second Chance Saturday’,  offering an invitation and an en-

couragement to people who had drifted form the Church to give 

their faith a second change, reaching out through street ministry 

and offering social time and hospitality.  Has led groups of young 

people to International World Youth Days in Madrid, Rio de Janei-

ro and Krakow.  Has participated as a chaplain to the Dublin Dioc-

esan Children’s Pilgrimage to Lourdes each year during Easter 

Week, involving travelling with a group of children with special 

needs and their helper volunteers to Lourdes, collaborating with 

leaders who plan, fundraise and train together as helpers in ad-

vance in the winter and early spring months. 

Recently he worked with the Music Director developing the Gos-

pel Choir in Our Lady of Victories Parish, Ballymun Road, Dublin, 

who together with a young adult group animate a Mass for Young 

People in the parish every Sunday evening.  The choir was espe-

cially chosen to lead the liturgical singing during the meeting of 

Pope Francis with engaged and newly married couples at Saint 

Mary’s Pro Cathedral, Dublin, during the World Meeting of Fami-

lies last August. 
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