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The Royal Road of the Cross 
Thomas à Kempis 

There will always be many who love Christ’s heavenly kingdom, but few who will bear his cross. Many 

are eager to be happy with him; few wish to suffer anything for him. 

Many love Christ as long as they encounter no hardship; many praise and bless him as long as they re-

ceive some comfort from him. But if Jesus hides himself and leaves them for a while, they either start 

complaining or become dejected. Those, on the contrary, who love him for his own sake and not for any 

comfort of their own, praise him both in trial and anguish of heart as well as in the bliss of consolation. 

Even if Jesus should never comfort them, they would continue to praise and thank him. What power 

there is in a pure love for Jesus – love that is free from all self-interest and self-love! 

Do not those who always seek consolation prove that they love themselves rather than Christ? Where 

can we find anyone who is willing to serve God for nothing? Such a person is worth far more than the 

jewels brought from the most distant lands. 

Take up your cross and follow Jesus, and you will inherit everlasting life. There is no other way to life and 

to true inward peace than the way and discipline of the cross. Go where you will, seek what you want, 

you will not find a higher way, nor a less exalted but safer way, than the way of the cross. Arrange and 

order everything to suit your desires and you will still have to bear some kind of suffering, willingly or 

unwillingly. 

The cross, therefore, is unavoidable. It waits for you everywhere. 

No matter where you may go, you cannot escape it, for wherever 

you go you take yourself along. Turn where you will – above, be-

low, without, or with-in – you will find the cross. 

If you willingly carry the cross, it will carry you. It will take you to 

where suffering comes to an end, a place other than here. If you 

carry it unwillingly, you create a burden for yourself and increase 

the load, though still you have to bear it. If you try to do away 

with one cross, you will find another and perhaps a heavier one. 

How do you expect to escape what no one else can avoid? Which 

saint was exempt? Not even Jesus Christ was spared. Why is it 

that you look for another way other than the royal way of the 

holy cross? 

The whole life of Christ was a cross. And the more spiritual pro-

gress you strive for, the heavier will your crosses become, for 

as your love for God increases so will the pain of your exile. 

When you willingly carry your cross, every pang of tribulation is changed into hope of solace from God. 

Besides, with every affliction the spirit is strengthened by grace. For it is the grace of Christ, and not our 

own virtue, that gives us the power to overcome the flesh and the world. You will not even fear your 

enemy, the devil, if you arm yourself with faith and are signed with the cross of Christ. 

Decide then, like a good and faithful servant of Christ, to bear bravely the cross of your Lord. It was out 

of love that he was crucified for you. Drink freely from the Lord’s cup if you wish to be his friend. Leave 

your need for consolation to God. Let him do as he wills. On your part, be ready to bear sufferings and 

consider how in these sufferings lies your greatest consolation. The sufferings of this life are not worthy 

to be compared with the glory to come. 

When you get to the point where for Christ’s sake suffering becomes sweet, consider yourself fortunate, 
for you have found paradise on earth. 
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In Memoriam 
Masses on 13th/14th April 2019 

11am: Jack Sharpe (Anniversary)  

The annual Advocate collection for the Sunshine Fund 
takes place on TODAY. The Sunshine Fund, a special 
works conference of the St. Vincent de Paul provides 
summer holidays for children all over Dublin who need 
a holiday. This collection is their only source of 
funds.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated.       

 Patrick Finn Lecture Series 

 St Mary’s and the Art and Craft  
of Stained Glass. 

Thursday 25 April , 7.15pm              
This talk is of real parish interest. It will be given by Mr. 
William Earley, whose family in previous generations operat-
ed Earley Studios of Ecclesiastical Arts, producing church 
marblework and stained glass in Dublin from 1852 to 1974, 
including two beautiful windows in St. Mary’s.  

Mr. Earley is an expert on stained glass, having written a post
-graduate dissertation on the subject in Trinity College. He 
has had a lifetime interest in art, theatre and music, and in his 
career as a solicitor has had a long professional connection 
with a number of cultural institutions.” 

Holy Week and Easter Ceremonies 2019 
 

Monday to Wednesday Mass at 10.00 a.m. and 12.40 p.m. 
 

Holy Thursday  
Morning Prayer 10.00 a.m.   

Confessions   10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.   
Concelebrated Mass of the Lord’s Supper 6.00 p.m. with Par-

ish Choir  
Croatian Community Mass of the Lord’s Supper 8.00 p.m.  

 
Good Friday  

Morning Prayer 10.00 a.m.   
Stations of the Cross 12.45 p.m.   

Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00 p.m. with Par-
ish Choir   

Croatian Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 6.00 p.m 
At the Foot of the Cross 8.00 p.m.    

   
Holy Saturday  

Morning Prayer 10.00 a.m.   
Confessions 10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. and 3.00 p.m.to 4.00 

p.m. 
Easter Vigil 9.00 p.m. Concelebrated Mass with Parish Choir  

Croatian Easter Vigil 11pm 
Easter Sunday  

9.30 a.m. Music by Crux Vocal Ensemble  
11.00 a.m. Music by Parish Choir and Cantor 

12.30 Croatian Easter Mass 
There is no Evening Mass  

Easter Monday 22nd April-Friday26th April 
There will ONLY be one Mass at 10am 

The Dublin Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock  
This will take place next Month on Saturday April 27 and will 
be led by Archbishop Diarmuid Martin.  See attached draft 
programme for more information on workshops and other 
activities. For more information, please email: knockpilgrim-
age@dublindiocese.ie 

THOUGHT FOR HOLY WEEK DAY 
I cannot help wondering whether in these days when so 

large a proportion of humanity is submerged in materialism, 

God does not want there to be some men and women who 

have given themselves to him and to Christ and who yet re-

main outside the church. What frightens me is the church as 

a social structure. And not only on account of its blemishes. 

Insofar as the church is merely a social structure, it belongs 

to the prince of this world... I do not want to be adopted into 

another circle, another human milieu. I want nothing else 

but obedience – even unto the cross. That is the true haven, 

as you know: the cross.  
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