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Life Together 
Beyond Sunday Religion and Social Activism 

Charles E. Moore 
Jerusalem, ca. AD 33: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
And fear came upon every soul; and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. And all who believed were together 
and had all things in common; and they sold their possessions and goods and distributed them to all, as any had need. And day by 
day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they partook of food with glad and generous hearts, praising 
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” —Acts 2:42
–47 (RSV) 

How would you go about destroying community, isolating people from one another and from a life 

shared with others? Over thirty years ago Howard Snyder asked this question and offered the following 

strategies: fragment family life, move people away from the neighborhoods where they grew up, set peo-

ple farther apart by giving them bigger houses and yards, and separate the places people work from 

where they live In other words, “partition off people’s lives into as many worlds as possible.” To facilitate 

the process, get everyone his or her own car. Replace meaningful communication with television. And 

finally, cut down on family size and fill people’s homes with things instead. The result? A post-familial, 

disconnected culture where self is king, relationships are thin, and individuals fend for themselves.  

As a result, our culture – in the words of the writer Michael Frost – has become like an airport departure 

lounge, “full of people who don’t belong where they currently find themselves and whose interactions 

with others are fleeting, perfunctory, and trivial.”  Nobody belongs there, nobody is truly present, and 

nobody wants to be there. We’re tourists who graze from one experience to another, nibbling here and 

sampling there, but with very little commitment to bind us to one another.  

The disappearance of community has led to a plethora of human and social problems, which have been 

exposed and explored in countless books. But what can we do about it? Many social commentators have 

addressed the problem and continue to grapple with it. New structures of belonging have been proposed, 

many of which hold promise. But the real answer lies in the hands of God’s people. We need more than 

new structures. We need a spirit-filled life that is capable of combating the corrosive ideologies of our 

age. Only when the church lives out its original calling, as a contrast community and foretaste of God’s 

coming reign, is there hope for the world. And there is hope. The Bible assures us that through faith in 

Jesus and by God’s spirit a new kind of social existence is possible. Christ has defeated the principalities 

and powers that keep people apart. In him relationships can be healed and transformed. This is what be-

ing the church is all about. 

Committed followers of Christ from every corner of society and from all walks of life are responding to 

Christ’s call to embody an integrated spirituality that encompasses the whole of life and is lived out with 

others. New intentional communities are emerging that bear witness to Christ’s healing power. A radical 

renaissance is unfolding among disenchanted Christians who are no longer satisfied with either Sunday 

religion or social activism. Today’s Christians want to be the church, to follow Christ together and demon-

strate in their daily lives the radical, transforming love of God.  

Of course, in a world in which family life is undermined and faithfulness and loyalty are old-fashioned 

concepts, living in community will not be easy. The broader culture rarely reinforces values such as fideli-

ty, the common good, and social solidarity. It’s everyone out for themselves. We’re on our own, whether 

we like it or not. And yet for growing numbers of Christians this world, with its dominant ideology of ex-

pressive individualism, is not the final adjudicator of what is or is not possible, let alone desirable. The 

world Christ was born into was also splintered and confused; it was violent, factious, morally corrupt, 

spiritually bankrupt, full of tensions, and teeming with competing interests. Yet, into this world a brand 

new social order erupted. It caught everybody’s attention, and eventually transformed the entire Roman 

pagan system. 

 It’s a matter of whether we will lay down our lives for one another. It has been said that true community 
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Masses and Confession 

Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm  

Croatian Community Mass 6.30pm 

Daily masses 10am and 12.40pm, Saturday 10am only 

-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

 
Church Collections Last Week 

1st Collection: €960 

Share Collection: €1,151 

Weekday collections: N/A 

THANK YOU 

In Memoriam 
Masses this Weekend 

11am: Martin Nealon (Anniversary) 

5pm: Jack Connor (Anniversary) 

 Samuel Michael (Anniversary) 

Masses on 9th /10th February 2019 

11am... Cara Wright (Anniversary)  

is all or nothing, and that communities which try to get there by 
degrees just get stuck. This may be true. And yet, much like a 
healthy marriage, it takes time and wisdom to build a community. 
It also takes very little to break and destroy a community. Perhaps 
this is one of the reasons why so few people dare to commit 
themselves to building a common life. As Henri Nouwen writes, 
fearful distance is awful, but fearful closeness, if not properly nav-
igated, can turn into a nightmare.   
Thomas Merton once noted that living alone does not necessarily 
isolate people, and that merely living together does not necessari-
ly bring us into communion with one another.  So what is the key 
to communing with one another? Community as Christ intended 
it demands, if nothing else, a commitment to care for one another 
– to be our brother’s and sister’s keeper. Without simple deeds of 
love, community is not possible. 
Dr. Paul Brand, who devoted himself to eliminating leprosy, was 
once working alone in an attic when he came across some boxes 
of skeletons that had been dug up from a monastery. He remem-
bered a lecture he heard given by anthropologist Margaret Mead, 
who spent much of her life researching prehistoric peoples. She 
asked her audience, “What is the earliest sign of civilization? A 
clay pot? Iron? Tools? Agriculture?” No, she claimed, it was a 
healed leg bone. Brand recalls: 
She explained that such healings were never found in the remains 
of competitive, savage societies. There, clues of violence abound-
ed: temples pierced by arrows, skulls crushed by clubs. But the 
healed femur showed that someone must have cared for the in-
jured person – hunted on his behalf, brought him food, and 
served him at personal sacrifice. Savage societies could not afford 
such pity. I found similar evidence of healing in the bones from 
the churchyard. I later learned that an order of monks had 
worked among the victims: their concern came to light five hun-
dred years later in the thin lines of healing where infected bone 
had cracked apart or eroded and then grown back together. 
Community is all about helping each other – caring enough to 
invest oneself in the “thin lines of healing.” There is no other way 
to have community. The apostle Paul wrote, “The only thing that 
counts is faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6). Words 
and ideas, forms and structures, can take us only so far. In the 
end, it’s a matter of whether we will lay down our lives for one 
another. For Christ’s followers, this is not just a matter of obedi-
ence but the distinguishing mark of our witness. Jesus says, “A 
new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, 
so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34–35).  
 
Charles E. Moore is a member of the Bruderhof community and teaches at the 
Mount Academy in New York. He writes for Plough Quarterly is editor of Called to 
Community, a collection of essays from which this article is taken. 

CLOTHING APPEAL 
Bags will be distributed next week# 

10 February  
For Collection the following week 

All clothes clean and in good condition  
Please deposit bags in the porches 

Thank you for you generosity 

World Day of the Sick 

February 11 is World Day of the Sick, an observation started 
by Pope John Paul II as a way for believers to offer prayers for 
those suffering from illnesses. The day coincides with the 
commemoration of Our Lady of Lourdes. 

People around the world take the time to pray for the sick 
and for those who work very hard to alleviate the sufferings 
of the sick on this day.  

Pope John Paul II initiated the day in 1992 to encourage peo-
ple to pray for those who suffer from illness and for their 
caregivers. The Pope himself had been diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s a year before, in 1991, and it is considered that his own 
illness was impetus for his designation of the day. 

Pope Benedict XVI also declared his decision to resign from 
his post as the Pope on this day in 2013. He cited his failing 
health as the reason behind his decision. 

Thought for a Day 
Prayer is not a discourse. It is a form of life, the life with God. 

That is why it is not confined to the moment of verbal statement. 

The latter (verbalization) can only be the secondary expression of 

the relationship with God, an overflow from the encounter be-

tween the living God and the living person. 

 

   - Jacques Ellul, Prayer and Modern Man 
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