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‘Our Common Humanity’ 
Statement on the second day of the Spring 2018 General Meeting  

of the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference 

As pastors we are aware that the conversation about unborn life is sensitive, delicate and, indeed, 

painful for many.  We offer our reflections with the greatest of respect for everyone while wishing 

to make some points clearly and unambiguously. 

Fundamental right 

Every one of us has a right to our life.  It is not given to us by the Constitution of Ireland or by any 

law.  We have it ‘as of right’, whether we are wealthy or poor, healthy or sick.  All human beings 

have it.  For us as a society to now declare that any category of human being should have that right 

taken from them would be a shocking step.  It effectively says that unborn children do not exist or, if 

they do, they do not count.  That is a manifest injustice. 

Life begins at conception 

At every point, from conception on, the baby has the potential to realise the fullness of life that God 

intended.  All that is needed is time and nurturing.  Today we see more clearly that human life be-

gins at conception.  There is no later stage in a baby’s development where we can say; ‘up until now 

the foetus was not a person and now it has become a baby’. 

Are we allowing ourselves to be desensitised?  

Making abortion freely available desensitises people to the value of every human life.  The scientific 

evidence about the beginning of human life has never been clearer.  It is, therefore, a great irony that 

we in Ireland are for the first time in our history losing our clarity about the right to life of the un-

born.  Knowledge about the mysterious workings of DNA and the stunningly vivid evidence of ul-

trasound images of little persons in the earliest weeks in the womb should be making us more com-

mitted than ever to the protection of unborn life. 

Choose life 

The child in the womb has life and potential.  However, like all babies, before birth or in the early 

years, she or he has no choice.  Powerless to defend themselves they rely on the rest of us to protect 

their lives and vindicate their rights.  By using the word ‘choice’ we need to remember that, for the 

baby waiting to be born, the choice we make can be a matter of life or death. 

Two lives, one love 

An expectant mother needs and deserves the care and support of everyone around her, particularly if 

her pregnancy poses a serious crisis for her and her family.  A mother may be informed that her ba-

by faces serious challenges or is perhaps terminally ill.  She might be pregnant as a result of 

rape.  Especially in those tragic cases both the mother and her unborn child can – and must – be 

loved and cherished. 

A compassionate society will do all in its power to support and love the mother and baby, and en-

courage responsible support from fathers.  This vision of life makes sense to people of all faiths and 

none.  While it is enriched by our Catholic faith, it is our common humanity that convinces us of the 

right to life of every human being. 

A declaration of equality 

Article 40.3.3 is a declaration of equality and respect for human life.  It represents, at the very foun-

dations and substructure of our laws, a conviction that all human life is worth cherishing equal-

ly.  To repeal this Article would leave unborn children at the mercy of whatever permissive abortion 

laws might be introduced in Ireland in the future. 

We invite people of faith to pray earnestly that Ireland will “choose life” and that the lives of all 

women and their unborn children will always be loved, valued, welcomed and respected in this 

country. 
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Masses and Confession 

Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 

-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

Church Collections 

W/e 6th May 2018 
1st Collection:  €935 

Share Collection:  €785 
Weekday collections: €720 

THANK YOU 

OFFICIAL FAMILY PRAYER  

FOR  WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 2018  

God, our Father,  We are brothers and sisters in Jesus your 

Son,  One family, in the Spirit of your love. Bless us with 

the joy of love. Make us patient and kind,  gentle and gen-

erous,  welcoming to those in need.  Help us to live your 

forgiveness and peace. Protect all families with your lov-

ing care,  Especially those for whom we now pray: [We 

pause and remember family members and others by 

name]. Increase our faith,  Strengthen our hope,  Keep us 

safe in your love,  Make us always grateful for the gift of 

life that we share. This we ask, through Christ our Lord, 

Amen  

 

Mary, mother and guide, pray for us.  Saint Joseph, father 

and protector, pray for us.  Saints Joachim and Anne, pray 

for us.  Saints Louis and Zélie Martin, pray for us 

Pope’s Appeal This 

May: Pray Rosary  for 

Peace in Syria & 

Throughout World  

The Pope renewed this 

request during Mary’s 

month addressing Arabic-speaking Christians gathered in 

Rome. 

After his catechesis on Baptism, the Pope stressed, “I cor-

dially greet the Arab-speaking pilgrims, especially those 

from the Middle East. Dear brothers and sisters, the 

month of May is dedicated to the Virgin Mary.” 

“I invite you to cultivate devotion to the Mother of God 

with the daily recitation of the Rosary, praying in particular 

for peace in Syria and throughout the world.” 

Pope Francis concluded saying: “May the Lord bless you 

all! ” 

The Holy Father already expressed this request during his 

pilgrimage to the Roman Shrine of Our Lady of Divine Love, 

to pray for peace in Syria and in the world, on the occasion 

of the beginning of the month of Mary, and the Feast of St. 

Joseph Worker, Tuesday, May 1, 2018. The Pope prayed 

the rosary in the sanctuary, in front of the image of Our 

Lady of Miracles. 

“Today, at the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Divine Love, as we 

recite the Rosary, we pray especially for peace in Syria and 

throughout the world. I invite you to pray the Rosary for 

peace during the entire month of May,”  

In Memoriam 
 

Masses on 19th/20th May 2018. 
6pm... Caroline Hussey (Anniversary) 

April-May  Parish Diary 2018  
May 19:      Parish Schools First Holy Communion:   

May 20:      7:00pm Concert: Dublin Orchestral Players 

May 28:      Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

June 3:        11am Special Mass for the World Meeting of  

 Families, Fr Timothy Bartlett, Secretary Gen  

 eral for WMOF2018  

Thoughts for the Week 

That a good man may have his back to the wall is no more than 

we knew already; but that God could have his back to the wall 

is a boast for all insurgents forever. Christianity is the only reli-

gion on earth that has felt that omnipotence made God incom-

plete. Christianity alone has felt that God, to be wholly God, 

must have been a rebel as well as a king. Alone of all creeds, 

Christianity has added courage to the virtues of the Creator. For 

the only courage worth calling courage must necessarily mean 

that the soul passes a breaking point – and does not break. 

     -G.K. Chesterton 

My father used to say that stupidity is the greatest sin. He did 

not mean simplicity of mind, but spiritual dullness: having a 

dead conscience and not listening in one’s heart to God. Very 

few people today have any idea of the riches of the human 

heart. Our hearts are created to experience great things; most 

of us have no idea of what could happen in our lives if we 

would overcome our stupidity and dullness. 

-J. Heinrich Arnold 
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