Differences
Henri J. M. Nouwen

When we give up our desires to be outstanding or different when we let go of our need to have
our own special niches in life, when our main concern is to be the same and to live out this sameness in solidarity, we are then able to see each other’s unique gifts. Gathered together in common vulnerability, we discover how much we have to give each other. The Christian community is
the opposite of a highly uniform group of people whose behavior has been toned down to a common denominator and whose originality has been dulled. On the contrary, the Christian commu-
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nity, gathered in common discipleship, is the place where individual gifts can be called forth and
put into service for all. It belongs to the essence of this new togetherness that our unique talents
are no longer objects of competition but elements of community, no longer qualities that divide
but gifts that unite.
When we have discovered that our sense of self does not depend on our differences and that our
self-esteem is based on a love much deeper than the praise that can be acquired by unusual per-
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formances, we can see our unique talents as gifts for others. Then, too, we will notice that the
sharing of our gifts does not diminish our own value as persons but enhances it. In community,
the particular talents of the individual members become like the little stones that form a great
mosaic. The fact that a little gold, blue, or red piece is part of a splendid mosaic makes it not less

but more valuable because it contributes to an image much greater than itself. Thus, our dominant feeling toward each other can shift from jealousy to gratitude. With increasing clarity, we
can see the beauty in each other and call it forth so that it may become a part of our total life
together.
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Both sameness and uniqueness can be affirmed in community. When we unmask the illusion
that a person is the difference she or he makes, we can come together on the basis of our common human brokenness and our common need for healing. Then we also can come to the marvelous realization that hidden in the ground on which we walk together are the talents that we
can offer to each other. Community, as a new way of being together, leads to the discovery or

rediscovery of each other’s hidden talents and makes us realize our own unique contribution to
the common life.

Thought for a Lenten Day
I believe that God really has dived down into the bottom of creation, and has come up bringing
the whole redeemed nature on his shoulders. The miracles that have already happened are, of
course, as Scripture so often says, the first fruits of that cosmic summer which is presently coming on. Christ has risen, and so we shall rise… To be sure, it feels wintry enough still: but often in
the very early spring it feels like that. Two thousand years are only a day or two by this scale. A
man really ought to say, “The Resurrection happened two thousand years ago” in the same spirit
in which he says, “I saw a crocus yesterday.” C. S. Lewis
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Patrick Finn Lectures

St. Mary’s Parish, Haddington Road

Thursday 15th March 2018 at 7.15 p.m.

‘Restoration through Friendship:
Faith in a Secular Society’

Monthly celebration of Sunday Mass with a particular
welcome for LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender) people, their parents, family members,
and friends (followed by tea & coffee).
Sunday 18th March 2018 at 3.30 pm. Sunday 15th
April 2018 at 3.30 pm. Sunday 20th May 2018 at 3.30
pm.Held on the third Sunday of each month at 3.30
pm at Avila Carmelite Centre, Bloomfield Avenue, off
Morehampton Road, Dublin 4.
Email: allarewelcomemass@gmail.com
Website: www.allarewelcomemass.com

Rev Dr Ruth Patterson
Ruth Patterson is a Presbyterian minister, and since
1988 has been the Director of Restoration Ministries, a
non-denominational, Christian organisation. In 1976 she
became the first woman to be ordained in Ireland. She
was awarded an honorary doctorate from the Presbyterian Theology Faculty of Ireland, and an OBE in 2003
for her efforts in reconciliation. She has written four
books and numerous articles stemming from her commitment to unity and peace.

ANNUAL COLLECTION
CROSS YOUTH SERVI CES
NEXT SUNDAY
ALL MASSES

LENTEN HOLY HOUR ADORATION
Every Saturday
Following 6pm Vigil Mass
In Memoriam
11am.... Josephine Walsh (Anniversary)
Masses on 17th /18th March 2018.
11am... Patrick and Evelyn Carmody

Masses and Confession
Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm
Weekdays 8am, 10am & 12.40
-Rosary daily after 10am mass
Confession Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass
Accommodation for Pilgrims
Over the years, a tradition of hosting pilgrims has grown around
the World Meeting of Families. The organisers of the World
Meeting of Families 2018 are now actively seeking offers of accommodation for overseas pilgrims in family homes in the Dublin area,
and particularly in areas which have a good bus or rail links to the
City Centre.
For further details please see
https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/Get-Involved/Volunteer/
Pilgrim-Host-Accommodation

Adoration Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40
Holy Hour for the Protection of the Unborn
on the 8th day of each month after 10am mass

Church Collections
W/e 3rd/4th March 2018
1st Collection: €1,065
Share Collection: €715
Weekday collections: €420

THANK YOU
If you are interested in learning more about hosting pilgrims for
WMOF2018, please call us on 0353 1 567 6800 or email us at
Contacts: Fr Fachtna McCarthy, Administrator, Fr Patrick Claffey C.C. Tel 01-6600075
hostingteam@worldmeeting2018.ie
Streaming and Website www.stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie email: info@stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie
Child Protection: http://www.stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie/ministries/child-protection/ also www.csps.dublindiocese.ie

