Differences
Henri J. M. Nouwen
When we give up our desires to be outstanding or different when we let go of our need to have our own
special niches in life, when our main concern is to be the same and to live out this sameness in solidarity, we
are then able to see each other’s unique gifts. Gathered together in common vulnerability, we discover how
much we have to give each other. The Christian community is the opposite of a highly uniform group of
people whose behaviour has been toned down to a common denominator and whose originality has been
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dulled. On the contrary, the Christian community, gathered in common discipleship, is the place where individual gifts can be called forth and put into service for all. It belongs to the essence of this new togetherness
that our unique talents are no longer objects of competition but elements of community, no longer qualities
that divide but gifts that unite.
When we have discovered that our sense of self does not depend on our differences and that our self-esteem
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is based on a love much deeper than the praise that can be acquired by unusual performances, we can see our
unique talents as gifts for others. Then, too, we will notice that the sharing of our gifts does not diminish our
own value as persons but enhances it. In community, the particular talents of the individual members be-

come like the little stones that form a great mosaic. The fact that a little gold, blue, or red piece is part of a
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splendid mosaic makes it not less but more valuable because it contributes to an image much greater than
itself. Thus, our dominant feeling toward each other can shift from jealousy to gratitude. With increasing
clarity, we can see the beauty in each other and call it forth so that it may become a part of our total life together.
Both sameness and uniqueness can be affirmed in community. When we unmask the illusion that a person
is the difference she or he makes, we can come together on the basis of our common human brokenness and
our common need for healing. Then we also can come to the marvellous realization that hidden in the
ground on which we walk together are the talents that we can offer to each other. Community, as a new way
of being together, leads to the discovery or rediscovery of each other’s hidden talents and makes us realize
our own unique contribution to the common life.
From Called to Community: The Life Jesus Wants for His People, chapter twenty-nine.
Henri Nouwen was born in Nijkerk, Holland, on January 24, 1932, Nouwen felt called to the priesthood at a
very young age. He was ordained in 1957 as a diocesan priest and studied psychology at the Catholic University of Nijmegen. In 1964 he moved to the United States to study at the Menninger Clinic. He went on to
teach at the University of Notre Dame, and the Divinity Schools of Yale and Harvard. For several months
during the 1970s, Nouwen lived and worked with the Trappist monks in the Abbey of the Genesee, and in the
early 1980s he lived with the poor in Peru. In 1985 he was called to join L’Arche in Trosly, France, the first
of over 100 communities founded by Jean Vanier where people with developmental disabilities live with assistants. A year later Nouwen came to make his home at L’Arche Daybreak near Toronto, Canada. He died
suddenly on September 21st, 1996, in Holland and is buried in Richmond Hill, Ontario.
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Patrick Finn Lectures
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The Religious Imagination and Public Life
Edmond Grace SJ
Edmond Grace is a Jesuit. He studied law in Trinity College,
Dublin, and Columbia University, New York. He subsequently lectured in law and social ethics in the National College of
Ireland. He worked for several years in Gardiner Street Parish, where he played a prominent role in community leadership and the struggle against organized crime. He was a
founder member of Dublin CityWide Drugs Crisis Campaign
and the National Family Support Network.
Author of ‘Democracy and Publin Happiness.’ He is Coordi-

PARISH DIARY
January-March 2018
18-25 January: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Theme: That All may be Free
Sunday 28 January - February 3: Catholic Schools Week
Theme: Called to be a Family of Families
Monday 29 January Friendship Club Meeting, at 2:00pm.
Saturday 3 February: World Day of Consecrated Life
Sunday 11 February: World Day of the Sick
SVP Clothing Appeal
February 14: Ash Wednesday
February 15 Patrick Finn Lecture, 7.15pm, Edmond Grace
SJ, ‘The Religious Imagination and Public Life.’
Sunday 18 February: Accord Dublin Collection
Thursday 22 February: Schools’ Conﬁrmation Gifts of
the Holy Spirit 7:00pm
Sunday 25 February: Collection for the World Meeting of
Families
Sunday 11 March: Parish Preparatory Mass for the World
Meeting of Families 11am
Thursday March 15, Patrick Finn Lecture, 7.15pm, Rev
Ruth Patterson, Restoration through Friendship: Faith in a
Secular Society
Saturday 17 March: St. Patrick’s Day: Day of Prayer for
Emigrants
Sunday 18 March: Crosscare Youth Services Collection
Thursday 22 March: Conﬁrmation Day Mass at 11:00am

nator of the Venice Faith and Politics Workshop, run by a
European Jesuit network for young adults from around Europe, and Director of PeopleTalk (Citizen-Juries Shaping
Government.), an initiative of the Jesuits in Ireland to help
rebuild trust in public life.
In this lecture he will look at the place of the religious imaginary in public life, examining the thesis that public life always needs a narrative with an appeal to the heart as well
as the head: secular humanism can only provide concepts,

not narratives.

Thursday 15 February, 7.15pm
All welcome, refreshments and time for tal afterwards in the
community room.

In Memoriam
6pm, Sean Spierin (Anniversary)
11am, Peggy and Bill Toal (Anniversary)
5pm, Mary Daly (Anniversary)
Masses on 3rd /4th Feb 2018.
11am, Pat French (Months Mind)
5pm, Jack Connor (Anniversary)

Masses and Confession
Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm
Weekdays 8am, 10am & 12.40
-Rosary daily after 10am mass
Confession Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass

Thought for a Day

Adoration Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40

Humanly speaking, we could understand and interpret the

PLEASE NOTE

Sermon on the Mount in a thousand different ways. Jesus

There will be no 12.40 Mass on Monday

knows only one possibility: simple surrender and obedi-
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ence, not interpreting it or applying it, but doing and obeying it. That is the only way to hear his word. He does not
mean that it is to be discussed as an ideal; he really means
us to get on with it.
- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship

W/e 20th/21st Jan 2018
1st Collection: €912
Share Collection.: €801
Weekday collections: €420
THANK YOU
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