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Ministering to a Church in Exile 

Cécile Massie 

Father Jacques Mourad, exiled from Syria, has continued his ministry in Iraqi Kurdistan. In April, he 
traveled with Monsignor Paolo Bizzeti, the Vicar Apostolic of Anatolia, to Cappadocia, Turkey, to 
serve some 1,200 Iraqi Christian refugees located in five different cities.  

Editor’s note: Although Cappadocia has been a place of Christian flourishing for millennia – it is men-
tioned in the First Letter of Peter, and was home to the great fourth-century Church Fathers – there 
are few functioning churches today. 

Father Jacques and the Christians he visits may not be from the same country but they speak the 
same language and practice the same rites: Syriac and Chaldean. The families he meets have been in 
Turkey since the summer of 2014, when they fled the advance of DaeshAcronym of the Arabic name 
for ISIS. forces in Iraq. All have requested emigration and are waiting for news. It is almost impossi-
ble to establish themselves in Turkey, said one man in Kirşehir: “We face too much discrimination on 
a daily basis. Finding work is very complicated as an Iraqi Christian. Those who do find work are un-
derpaid.” 

The week unfolds based on needs and opportunities – Masses are organized daily. Because the few 
local churches have been closed or transformed into 
coffeehouses or museums, the Masses are said in ban-
quet halls illuminated by disco balls or in family homes. 
At Nevşehir there are thirty-four worshipers, originating 
from Bartella, Baghdad, and Mosul. In order to attend 
the Mass, their first since Christmas, they cram into this 
narrow room with curtains pulled. Their eagerness to 
welcome and converse with the two priests reveals the 
solitude experienced in exile. Father Jacques is a former 
detainee and a refugee among refugees. His testimony 

creates a closeness, his strength and peace preach-
es comfort. 

At each location, the two priests visit the sick. La-
hib comes from Mosul; he was operated on nine 

months ago for a brain tumor. When the two priests celebrate Mass at his home, he cries and 
thanks God that he is able to walk again. On Holy Thursday, Monsignor Bizzeti addresses a gathering 
of two hundred and fifty Christians in an ornate wedding hall: “The true Church is not made up of 
cathedrals,” he tells them, “but of a community gathered in spite of everything.” 

Once Mass is over, we leave quickly, as the hall could be rented for only two hours.  Outside it is 
raining, and everyone disperses. A man welcomes the two priests to his home for the evening to 
discuss the difficulties of the local community. With delicacy and firmness, Bishop Bizzeti tries to 
restrain their hopes of obtaining visas. “I have great admiration for these men and women who re-
tain a profound faith in such difficult times,” he tells me later. “But they must know that only a mi-
nority can leave; they have to find the means to live here, today, in this country.”  

We rolled up the carpets, gathered all the chairs in the house, and laid out the mattresses for the 
children. 

The only room actually serving as a church in the region is on the third floor of a building in the cen-
ter of Kayseri. The Protestant community has obtained authorization from the authorities to set up a 
space there. It is here that the Easter Mass is celebrated on a Saturday afternoon. Several make the 
hour-and-a-half-long bus trip from cities the priests have already visited. This Holy Week is celebrat-
ed without cross or procession: like these lives, celebrations have been deprived of ornament. But at 
the end of every Mass, and especially on this Satur-day, joy and gratitude can be read on all faces. 

Before he leaves the country, Father Jacques tells me, “These people are here because they are 
aware of their right to life and have a solid faith. The celebration of the resurrection strengthens the 
hope that they have in their hearts.” 

Father Jacques Mourad and Monsignor Paolo Bizzeti 
celebrate Mass for Iraqi Christian refugees. The majority 
of the thirty-four Christians of Nevşehir came to worship 
in this tiny drawing room. 
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Parish Prayer and Sacraments 
Sundays: 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 

Weekdays  8am, 10am & 12.40 
-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Confession  Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass 
Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

Church Collections  
 

W/e 11th /12th Nov 2017  
1st Collection: €1,286 

Share Collection: €865 
Weekday collections: €1,060 (2Weeks) 

THANK YOU 

In Memoriam 
                 

6pm, Kevin Kelleher (Anniversary) 

9.30am, Philip McShane (Recently Deceased) 

11am, David McCourt (1st Anniversary) 

 
Masses on 25th /26th Nov 2017. 

6pm, Pauline O’Farrell (Anniversary) 
11am, Kathleen and Michael Hurley (1st Anniv) 

 5pm, Maurice Wright (Anniversary)     

    

6.30pm Catherine  McAuley Centre, Herbert St, D2 
October Conversations 

23 Nov - Kieran O'Mahony – Who was St Paul? 

30 Nov –Annette Maguire, All will be Well:  the Life and Work 

of Julian of Norwich 

 Annette does spiritual direction at the Avila Carmelite Centre, 

Morehampton Road.  She has an MA in spirituality from the 

Milltown Institute of Theology and Philosophy and specialises 

in the spirituality of the Christian mystics. 

07 Dec – Patricia Coyle, title to be announced 

Pat’s webpage says  she ‘first cooked (as a student), then lec-

tured and now communicates for the Jesuits. In 2005 she took 

up the post of Director of Communications for the Jesuits in 

Ireland.’ 

14 Dec – Patrick Claffey, A Look at the Buddha’s Way. Patrick 

lectures in Hinduism and Buddhism in Trinity College Dublin 

and has travelled extensively doing research in Asia. 

Parish Diary 
19 November World Day for the Poor 

26 November Ecumenical Walk of Light 

26 December Feast of Christ the King 

3 December First Sunday in Advent 

9/10 December Diocesan Collection: Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul 

Please note Mass Change this Week 
 
 

There will be no 10am Mass on Monday  


