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Many of the values of popular culture can also work against family life and challenge
the concept of permanent commitment to another person. When individualism and selffulfilment are valued to the exclusion of concern for the other and for the common good,
family relationships can be weakened and each member of the family sees himself/
herself as an isolated unit. People can
become more absorbed in their person‘Freedom of choice makes it possible to
plan our lives and to make the most of our- al fulfilment than in exploring how
selves. Yet if this freedom lacks noble goals
they can bring their gifts and talents to
or personal discipline, it degenerates into
the service of others in their family and
an inability to give oneself generously to
others.’ (#33)
the wider world.
Pope Francis, writing in The Joy of Love, recognises the stresses on the family caused
by factors such as unemployment, the pace of modern living, lack of suitable housing
and poverty. Such stresses can cause people to be less patient with one another and less
able to accommodate the needs of others in the family, leading to disharmony, even disintegration in families. He states that families deserve good family policy from political, social and financial authorities.
An increasing reliance on social media can lead people to think that life and human relationships can be navigated in the same way as social media sites and online relationships. A social media mindset can lead people to expect that relationships can be connected, disconnected, blocked or reconnected at will and does not take account of the
complex nature of individuals and human relationships. Pope Francis obviously recognises the positive aspects of social media. He uses it
himself on a regular basis, but he reflects on how ‘They believe, along the lines of
social networks, that love can
young people are bombarded by messages that are be connected and disconnected
not beneficial to their growth and maturity through at the whim of the consumer,
social media. Young people, in particular, need to and relationships quickly
be educated to recognise the values of social media blocked.’ (#39)
for what they are.
The home is where children first learn about their faith. Faith is transmitted in the
home not simply through the things that parents say to the children about their faith, but
through the way they live their lives in the home and how they reach out to others, especially those in need. Pope Francis also points to the very important role that grandparents play in handing on the faith to their grandchildren.
The Church’s vision for love and marriage is deeply relevant today. While young people long for permanent, committed, loving relationships the Church’s vision for marriage will continue to be relevant. Pope Francis encourages the Church to find new
ways of proclaiming the message to people in today’s world. People today wil not accept something that is proposed purely from the perspective of authority, ‘because we
say so’! He says that rather than criticising or trying to impose, we need to find new
ways of presenting, in an attractive and appealing way the reasons and motivations for
choosing marriage and family.
Source: The Reality of Family Life Today, Parish Programme for WMOF
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Parish Diary

EVERY THURSDAY

6.30pm Catherine McAuley Centre, Herbert St, D2
October Conversations
12 Oct – Bishop Patricia Storey, A Faith to Share,
On 19 September 2013, Pat was chosen by the House of Bishops to succeed Richard Clarke as Bishop of Meath and Kildare.
She was consecrated to the episcopate at Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin, on 30 November 2013.Two years ago she spoke
at the Patrick Finn Lectures.
19 Oct - Vincent O'Hara OCD - Faith and the Family - a conversation on Amoris Laetitia.
Vincent is prior of the Avila Carmelite Centre, Bloomfield Ave,
Dublin. He recently completed a three-month Renewal Course
on Mount Carmel (Haifa), the “cradle” of the Order.
26 Oct – Brian Grogan SJ, Growing in Love as We Age.
Brian is former President of Milltown Institute, Dublin. He specialises in Ignatian spirituality. His most recent publication is
To Grow in Love: A Spirituality of Ageing, Dying and Glory.
Messenger Publications 2017.

Community, a sign of the Kingdom to come
A Short Reflection

Kathleen Hasenberg

22 October Mission Sunday
5 November Mass for the Deceased of the Past Year
11 November 3:00pm: Knights of Malta: Requiem
Mass
16 November Patrick Finn Lecture: Archbishop Diarmuid Martin
18 November 10:00pm: Mass of Remembrance
19 November World Day for the Poor
26 November Ecumenical Walk of Light
9/10 December Diocesan Collection: Society of St.
Vincent de Paul

To bear witness to the love of God...
Politics per se are not the church’s business. The
church is not to preoccupy itself with results. It has
not even to practice “pacifism,” that is, reject arms
with the object of stopping war.
No, God expects only one thing of it: that it walk in
obedience to the gospel, refusing violence in whatever form because of that obedience, without con-

cerning itself with the consequences, good or bad,
that such refusal may involve. Such faith puts into
practice the justice that marks God’s kingdom. The

I have been thinking of the time when Christ shall church’s business is not to establish peace between
truly reign on earth, and when the kingdom of the nations, but To bear witness to the love of God,
heaven will be realized. This is the great goal of our to live in his peace and righteousness.
[communal] life, which stands as a little signpost
amid the deadly confusion and relativism in the
world today. It is only a signpost, and an imperfect
one, that points toward the coming kingdom of
God. But at least we can follow it, here and now,
and hope that it says to those who despair of peace,
justice, and love, that there is a way out of all the
division, distraction, hatred, and fear.
God is love, and it is his will that we should live in
love. And what is more, if people are ready to risk
all – economic security, worldly fame, yes, life and
limb, for him – the power to do so will be given

them, even in the world as it is.
Source: “According to Love”
https://www.plough.com/en/subscriptions/daily-dig/odd/
october/daily-dig-for-october-5

In Memoriam
6pm, Thomas Nolan (Anniversary)
11am, Catherine Tierney (Anniversary)
Masses on 14th/15th October 2017.
6pm, Ann Carr (Months Mind)

Parish Prayer and Sacraments
Sundays: 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm
Weekdays 8am, 10am & 12.40
-Rosary daily after 10am mass
Confession Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass
Adoration Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40

Church Collections.

W/e 1st October 2017
1st Collection... €1,185
Share Collection... €1,195
THANK YOU
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