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In Search of a City 

Charles E. Moore 

The church, Scripture teaches, is where God’s politics becomes reality: it’s a city 
governed by the Sermon on the Mount. But does any such place exist? 

At the outset of my Christian journey, I was taught to keep politics and religion 
separate. Jesus came to save sinners, not society. Our citizenship is in heaven, not 
here on earth. It’s the soul that counts, not the body. What matters is one’s eternal 
destiny, not social betterment.  

This attitude may be appealing to some, but the good news is good because it holds 
promise not only for the next life (which it does) but also for this life and how we live 
it now. After all, Jesus healed bodies as much as he forgave sins, and he shared 
everyday life with his followers – eating and drinking and traveling with them – as 
much as he prayed alone in the wilderness. He announced the arrival of God’s 
politics, which means the end of politics as usual: good news for the poor at the 
bottom, bad news for the power-elites on top (Luke 6:20–26). 

The 2016 presidential campaign made two things painfully clear: Christians do not 
agree on how to apply the gospel to political issues, and when Christian leaders do 
get involved in partisan politics, the consequences are hardly benign. Compromise is 
inevitable, and political intrigue is always close at hand. How, then, to do politics 
Christianly?  

The Activist Temptation 

When Ron Sider’s seminal book Rich Christians in a World of Hunger appeared in 
1979, the call for Christian social engagement had an explosive effect on the 
evangelical world of my youth, which emphasized personal salvation to the exclusion 
of all else. Today such ideas have become commonplace. Believers from across the 
theological spectrum seek to end sex trafficking, world hunger, homelessness, 
environmental depredation, the prison-industrial complex, the death penalty, and a 
host of other ills. They have marched, petitioned, rallied, advocated, organized, and 
even peacefully resisted in order to make society more just and more God-fearing. In 
the process, they have also discovered firsthand how messy and heartbreaking 
politics can be. 

Jesus rejected methods deliberately calculated to manipulate public affairs, even 
toward some noble end. He invited people to pursue the good free-willingly.  

As a young seminary professor committed to stopping both abortion and poverty, I 
was not only torn between the competing demands of the right and left but also 
dismayed by seeing how political power can corrupt even the best of intentions. One 
day I happened to be in a small gathering of activists who had invited John Howard 
Yoder to speak. We peppered him with questions: What does it mean to bear 
witness to Christ’s kingdom? What role does the state play in God’s economy? What 
is our political responsibility? What does it mean to bring about social change 
nonviolently? Yoder listened patiently, then said something I’ve never forgotten: 
“The church does not have a politic, it is a politic.”  

Yoder’s words shocked me into reading the New Testament all over again. And there 
it was! Jesus wasn’t just against violence, injustice, and immorality – he freed people 
from these very things. He wasn’t just against disproportionate and ill-gotten 
wealth. He was against Mammon itself. He didn’t come to sprinkle kingdom values 
on society. No, his was a society in which God’s kingdom broke in (Luke 11:20, 
17:21) and where a brand new order emerged (1 Pet. 2:9–12).  

http://www.plough.com/en/authors/m/charles-e-moore
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2017.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.%202.9%E2%80%9312
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Masses and Confession 
Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 

Weekdays  10 & 12.40 
8am Mass resumes  4 September 

Rosary daily after 10am mass 
Confession  Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass 

Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 
WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 

February 12 
   

Church Collections Sunday 29th Jan 2017 
1st Collection.... €1,115 

Share Collecion... €505  

Weekday Collecion... €940 (2 weeks) 

THANK YOU 

In Memoriam 

+ 

Masses on 4th/5th Feb 2017 

5pm... Cara Wright (Anniversary) 

Masses on 11th /12th Feb 2017. 

11am... Mary and Frank Boyle and daughter Caitriona 

(Anniversary) 

Jesus, Yoder taught me, knew full well how this world 
operated, and that is why he didn’t directly confront the 
Roman state or its policies. He had an entirely different 
agenda and thus wasn’t interested in making Rome, or 
Israel for that matter, great or even better. These realms 
were under the grip of principalities and powers that 
governed by constraint, control, and money. In these 
kingdoms, you hit back if wronged, and if you had wealth, 
you secured it for yourself, not for your neighbor. “Not so 
with you,” Jesus told his disciples (Luke 22:24–30). God’s 
kingdom is drastically different (John 18:36). Citizens of his 
kingdom are inclusive; no one is left out or left behind. 
They govern themselves by means of the towel, the basin, 
and the cross. Among his adherents there is neither 
servant nor lord; all are brothers and sisters who make it 
their aim to serve the least.  (To be continued) 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2022.24%E2%80%9330
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2018.36

