CARRY THE LIGHT OF FAITH
St. Luke tells us that Mary and Joseph, in keeping with the Law of Moses, presented the Child Jesus to God
in the Temple in Jerusalem 40 days after his birth. This would also have been the time of Mary’s ritual purification following the birth of her child. We read that they offered to God the sacrifice of poor people: a
pair of turtledoves or young pigeons. Simeon and Anna, elderly prophets, received the grace of seeing the
long-awaited Messiah. All of these mysteries are woven together in the Feast of the Presentation, which is
a sort of “little Christmas” marking the end of our reflections on the Nativity and Epiphany of the Lord.
There are three elements of this feast that are worth considering:
On the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, we reflect on the unique way God chose to free the world
from sin and death. The texts of the Mass weave together themes and images from the Old and New Testaments to help us enter more fully into mystery of this child who has been born for us. The second reading of the Mass reminds us that by sending His Son, God has given His new chosen people (i.e., the
Church) a high priest who is able to complete and perfect the sacrifices of the old covenant by offering his
very self.
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So firstly, on this day the Church celebrates the entrance of Christ, the new high priest, into his Temple.
The sacrifice of this priest will be offered on a cross, and the gifts that he’ll offer will be his own flesh and
blood.
Secondly, we are invited to take part in an ancient tradition that comes to us from the Eastern churches.
Early on, this feast was known as the meeting of Jesus and Simeon, and it was marked by a procession
with lights to celebrate “the light of revelation to the nations.” This custom was adopted by the Roman
Church, and the blessing of candles remains an important ritual for this day. We find this image of light in
both the first reading and the Gospel.
The Canticle of Simeon, which we hear proclaimed in the Gospel and which is at the heart of the Church’s
prayer on this feast, is prayed each evening during Compline, the church’s official night prayer. In this
hymn, we join the old man, Simeon, in recognizing that the infant he held in his arms is the light and the
Promised One who would bring true and lasting freedom to God’s people.
Simeon stands as a symbol of Israel’s watching and waiting in a time when God’s chosen people were being oppressed by the conquering Romans. In Simeon’s song of praise, we find a faith that speaks to us of a
Presence that is stronger than death and darkness. When we may feel the emptiness that comes when
hope seems far away, Henri Nouwen looks to Simeon as a witness:
“In that emptiness, God’s unconditional love could be sensed and we could say what the old Simeon said
when he took the Christ child in his arms: ‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace as you have
promised.’ There, in the midst of dreadful emptiness, was complete trust, complete peace, and complete
joy. Death no longer was the enemy. Love was victorious.” (from “The Return of the Prodigal Son”)
Thirdly, we are invited to stand with Mary in praise and adoration. As St. Sophronius of Jerusalem reminds
us,
“The Mother of God, the most pure Virgin, carried the true light in her arms and brought him to those who
lay in darkness. We too should carry a light for all to see and reflect the radiance of true light as we hasten
to meet him.”(from the “Office of Readings for the Presentation of the Lord”)
The example of Mary “carrying a light” is an invitation for each of us to carry the light of faith that burns
within our hearts and minds into a darkened world where so many are still looking for the light and
warmth of hope and love that can only come from this Holy Child.
In the end, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord is an invitation for us to reflect on who this Child is
and to help us make a connection between the mystery of Christmas and the saving work of Jesus embodied in the fullness of the Paschal Mystery. As the preface for the feast reminds us, this Child is truly “the
glory of Israel and the light of the nations.” Br. Silas Henderson, SDS
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The Patrick Finn Lectures
St. Mary’s, Haddington Road
Spring Lectures

Thursday 20 February, 7.15pm

St Mary’s Spring Diary
Sunday February 9: World Day of
the Sick
Sunday 16 February: Accord Dublin Collection
SVP Clothing: Distribution of bags

“Blessing the Patriots?
The Catholic Church and Political Funerals”

Professor Michael Laffan

Thursday 20 February: Education Lecture: Prof. Michael
Laffan: “Blessing the Patriots?: The Catholic Church and Political Funerals”
Sunday 23 February: SVP Clothing Collection

Wednesday 26 February: Ash Wednesday
Thursday 27 February: Schools’ Confirmation Gifts of the
Holy Spirit Mass
Saturday 17 March: St. Patrick’s Day: Day of Prayer for Emigrants
Thursday 2 April: Confirmation Day Mass at 10:45am
Saturday 4 April: Concert: Dublin Symphony Orchestra
Michael Laffan studied at Gonzaga College, UniversiSunday 5 April: Palm Sunday
ty College Dublin, Trinity Hall Cambridge and the
Institute for European History in Mainz.
Sunday 12 April: Easter Sunday

Having lectured briefly at the University of East Anglia he took up a post in UCD, where he taught for
over three decades and served in various positions,
including as head of the School of History and Archives, before retiring in 2010.
He has lectured widely in Ireland and across the
globe. From 2010 to 2012 he was president of the
Irish Historical Society; he is now an emeritus professor in UCD. He has published widely on Modern
Irish History. His writings include The Partition of
Ireland 1911-1925 (1983) and The Resurrection of
Ireland: the Sinn Féin Party, 1916-1923 (1999), and
he has edited The Burden of German History; 19191945 (1988).

THOUGHT FOR A DAY
Even to the Pharisees Jesus said, “The kingdom of
God is in your midst.” Why? Because in his love he
refuses to let himself be severed from anyone, not
even from his bitterest enemies. He sees them as in
bondage, but he also sees in them the seed of God’s
kingdom. In Jesus, God has planted a seed within the
human race. This seed must sprout in each individual
so that the kingdom comes forth from each person –
from you and from me, from Jews and Gentiles,
from the devout and the godless. This will be the
marvel when God’s kingdom appears: it is not the
work of anyone great, but it is something living that
thrives and grows from millions of people.
- Christoph Friedrich Blumhardt

In Memoriam
11am: Ann Beary (Anniversary)
5pm: Tolly Rush ( Month’s Mind)
Masses on 8th/9th February 2020
11am: Cara Wright (Anniversary)
Masses and Confession
Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm
Croatian Community Mass 6.30pm
Messe en français 12.30 (2e et 4e dimanche du mois)
Daily masses 10am and 12.40pm, Saturday 10am only
-Rosary daily after 10am mass
Confession: Tuesdays 12.00-13.30
Adoration Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40
LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
1st Collection: €1,070
Share Collection: €805
THANK YOU
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