Advent a time to make peace in the soul, family, neighbourhood
At his morning Mass at the Casa Santa Marta last week, Pope Francis spoke about how Christians can
prepare for Christmas by building peace in one's soul, in the family and in the world through humility.
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Pope Francis is urging Christians to prepare themselves for Christmas this Advent season by
being humble and trying to build peace in their soul, in their family and in the world.
Delivering a homily at Mass, Friday morning at the Casa Santa Marta in the Vatican, the Pope
said that peace-making consists in not talking evil of and harming others, a bit like imitating
God, who humbled Himself.
Pointing to the pastoral scene evoked by Isaiah in the first reading, where the wolf and the
lamb, and the leopard and the kid live side by side harmlessly, the Pope said the prophet
speaks about the peace of Jesus that transforms life and history, which is why He is called the
"Prince of Peace".
The Soul
Advent, therefore, is the time to prepare ourselves for this Prince of Peace by being at peace
with ourselves, our soul, that is often in anxiety, anguish and without hope. For this, one
needs to start with oneself.
The Pope said that today the Lord asks us whether our soul is at peace? If not, then we
should ask the Prince of Peace to pacify our souls, so we can meet Him. The Pope said we
are so used looking at the souls of others rather than our own.
Family
After being at peace with our soul, it is time to be at peace at home, in the family, the Pope
said. He noted much sadness in families with much struggle, “small wars” and at times disunity.
He urged Christians to examine themselves whether they are at peace or at war in their families or against others, whether there are bridges or walls that separate.
World
The Pope then spoke about making peace in the world where there is much war, disunity,
hatred and exploitation. Christians should ask themselves what they are doing about creating peace in the world by working for peace in the neighbourhood, in the school and in the
workplace.
The Pope urged Christians to ask themselves whether they find excuses to make war, to
hate, to talk ill about others and condemn or are they meek and try to build bridges.
Children too can ask themselves whether at school they bully a companion they dislike because he is a little hateful or weak, or they make peace and forgive everything.
Peace-making like God
Peace, the Pope said, is never still but always moves forward. It starts with the soul, and after
making its journey of peace, returns to the soul. Making peace is a bit like imitating God.
When He wanted to make peace with us and forgave us, He sent His Son to make peace, to
be the Prince of peace.
The Pope said to be a peacemaker one does not have to be wise and learned and study
peace. Peace is an attitude that Jesus speaks about in the Gospel. Jesus glorifies God because he has hidden these things from the wise and learned and has revealed them to the
little ones.
Pope Francis urged Christians to make themselves small, humble and be the servant of others. “The Lord will give you the ability to understand how to make peace and will provide you
the strength to make it,” the Pope assured.
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Advent Adoration

Stop short of "small wars"
The Pope said that whenever there is the possibility of a
“small war” at home, in the heart, at school or at work, we
should stop short and try and make peace. “Never, never
wound the other. Never,” he said, exhorting Christians to
start by not speaking ill of others or firing the first cannon.
This way, he said, we become men and women of peace,
carrying peace forward.

Saturday after the Vigil Mass
7, 14, 21 December:
7:00pm to 8:00pm
A quiet moment before the Lord
Take a minute, light a candle, say a prayer...

Source: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope-francis/mass-casa-santamarta/2018-12/pope-francis-santa-marta-advent-peacemaker-christmas.html

St. Mary’s Advent Schedule
Friday 6 December: ‘Klappa’: Croatian Concert
Advent Saturdays: Night Vigil, 7, 14, 21 December:
7:00pm to 8:00pm
Sunday 8 December: St.Vincent de Paul Collection.
Thursday 12 December: French Community Vigil,

ANNUAL COLLECTION
NEXT SUNDAY

Please give generously in support of this
parish-based work
THANK YOU

Adoration and Confession, 7.30pm
Monday 9 December: Feast of the Immaculate

Conception
Sunday 22 December: St.Mary’s Christmas Concert
7:30 pp
IN MEMORIAM

ADVENT THOUGHTS
Eternity is not about unending life as we know it; what we
know here will soon be over. Eternity is a new life, free of

Masses on Weekend of 1 December
6pm Vigil, Charles and Sara Ingle & Family
5pm, Sheamus Daly

death’s destructive powers, a fullness of life where love
do with duration of time and more to do with a certain kind

Masses and Confession
Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm

of life – one of peace, fellowship, and abundance – and

Croatian Community Mass 6.30pm

reigns supreme. The promise of everlasting life has less to

such a life can begin now.
Johann Christoph Arnold

Messe en français 12.30 (2e et 4e dimanche du mois)
Daily masses 10am and 12.40pm, Saturday 10am only
-Rosary daily after 10am mass

Seek Love in the pity of others’ woe,

Adoration Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40

In the gentle relief of another’s care,

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS

In the darkness of night and winter’s snow,
In the naked and outcast. Seek Love there!
William Blake

1st Collection: €1,285
Share Collection: €1,100
Weekday collections: €340

THANK YOU
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