St Mary’s and Church Services TV—Much Progress
Three years ago, following a very generous response to our Joy of the Gospel campaign, the pastoral team at St. Mary’s undertook a number of initiatives aimed at evangelisation and a broader
provision of pastoral services in our parish. One of the most successful of these has been a very
fruitful relationship with Church Services TV, an Irish based company that allows parishes
throughout the country to broadcast their masses and other parish services to a much wider audience though the internet.
This had two purposes. The first was to replace the old radio service we used to bring mass to the
housebound, while the second was to bring St Mary’s into a broader pastoral contact with the
wider world, while allowing parishioners and others living abroad to maintain a real contact with
our parish.
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We are delighted that many of our housebound parishioners are now able to follow daily mass in
their homes, while our wonderful team of Eucharistic ministers continues to bring communion to
the housebound. The St Mary’s package of services are much appreciated. In addition to Church
TV, we have our parish website, http://www.stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie, which provides essential
information for both parishioners and visitors, and our newsletter, which seeks to further faith
formation as well as keeping parishioners informed of events in the parish and the wider Church.
We recently had an analysis of our Church Services TV results from the service provider. The results were very positive and certainly justifies the modest investment this service costs us. In
analysing the response for the month of April only – although it included Easter – they found that
there were 3,260 unique connections to our site. These could have been by individuals,
households with more than 1 person, communities or Nursing Homes who made connections for
a total of 14,146 times during the month and stayed with your services for a total of 4,899 hours.
This in itself is a very impressive result, which indicates that a significant number of people follow
our daily masses, our Sunday masses and, in this period, our Easter Triduum. Most of these were
in Ireland but we also have many viewers in the UK, USA and elsewhere who ‘come to St Mary’s’
either frequently or occasionally through this miracle of modern communications.
It is difficult to overstate the importance of this outreach and its potential for genuine evangelisation. These people are effectively our ‘unseen parishioners or community’. They may well be
faith-seekers who want to see what goes on in a real faith community, also people have who may
lost the faith but who wish to keep or re-establish contact with a living community before making
another step. At this point, in consultation with our providers, we need to explore ways to
increase numbers and initiate some interaction with that community. We need to use this wonderful medium to the maximum of its vast potential for evangelisation.
This becomes all the more important in light of the fact that RTE will be closing their religious
service broadcasts on Longwave radio, soon. They have asked Church Services TV to ‘supply’ its
quality feeds to them through their online digital platform on their main website with immediate
effect.. You can see the connection here - https://www.rte.ie/eile/spirit/ with a larger connection
further down their page. The effect of this will increase our exposure and bring further traffic to
St Mary’s on a regular basis in due course as all masses will be transmitted live everyday of the
week, not just Sundays.
Commenting on the inclusion of a link to Churchservices.tv on the new rte.ie/eile/spirit site, Roger
Childs, Commissioning Editor of Religious Content for RTÉ, said:
"I am delighted that churchservices.tv have kindly agreed to let us include a link to their site on our
own, because it offers a way for RTÉ's online viewers and listeners to connect with Masses and
Services from any of 141 churches and communities (and counting) across Ireland and the UK,
including, hopefully, ones near, or of significance, to them, seven days a week, and at times that
suit them.
"While this is not RTÉ content and is not intended to be of a professional broadcast standard, it
significantly enhances the scope of the Christian worship we make available to our online users,
without diminishing RTÉ's own commitment to broadcast Masses and Services. As far as RTÉ,
Churchservices.tv and our online viewers and listeners are concerned, the new informal
partnership is a win-win-win."
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