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Scarlatti’s Miserere for Lent 

  

Next Saturday evening after the Vigil Mass, we have a special Lenten event, when the Crux Ensemble 

will give a short recital comprising entirely of  a setting of  Psalm 51, the Miserere by Alessandro Scarlatti 

(1666 – c. 1741). This is, according to tradition, the song King David composed in his remorse after the 

prophet Nathan confronted him for his adultery with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11-12). The Psalmist’s plea for 

mercy and a clean heart, has been at the heart of communal worship and personal prayer for both Jews 

and Christians since, of course the theme is central to the season of Lent. 

Have mercy upon me, O God, after Thy great goodness According to the multitude of Thy mercies do 

away mine offences. Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness: and cleanse me from my sin. (Book of 

Common Prayer version) 

The Crux Ensemble will be joined by the well-known presenter Tim Thurston, whose very popular pro-

gramme of religious music was very popular for many years on Lyric FM.  This evening will be about 40 

minutes long and will consist of music and reading for Lent around this theme.  

 

Psalm 51 

Have mercy upon me, O God, after Thy great goodness 

According to the multitude of Thy mercies do away mine offences. 

Wash me throughly from my wickedness: and cleanse me from my 

sin. 

For I acknowledge my faults: and my sin is ever before me. 

Against Thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: 

that Thou mightest be justified in Thy saying, and clear when Thou 

art judged. 

Behold, I was shapen in wickedness: and in sin hath my mother 

conceived me. 

But lo, Thou requirest truth in the inward parts: and shalt make me 

to understand wisdom secretly. 

Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 

Thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness: 

that the bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice. 

Turn Thy face from my sins: and put out all my misdeeds. 

Make me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence: and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

O give me the comfort of Thy help again: and stablish me with Thy free Spirit. 

Then shall I teach Thy ways unto the wicked: and sinners shall be converted unto Thee. 

Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, Thou that art the God of my health: 

and my tongue shall sing of Thy righteousness. 

Thou shalt open my lips, O Lord: and my mouth shall shew Thy praise. 

For Thou desirest no sacrifice, else would I give it Thee: but Thou delightest not in burnt-offerings. 

The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit: a broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt Thou not despise. 

O be favorable and gracious unto Sion: build Thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

Then shalt Thou be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness, 

with the burnt-offerings and oblations: then shall they offer young bullocks upon Thine altar. 
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Masses and Confession 

Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm  

Croatian Community Mass 6.30pm 

Daily masses 10am and 12.40pm, Saturday 10am only 

-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

Church Collections Last Week 
1st Collection: €865 

Share Collection: €685 
Weekday collections: €535 

THANK YOU 

In Memoriam 
6pm: Liam Boyd (Anniversary)  

11am: Thomas Nolan (Anniversary) 
Masses on 13th/14th April 2019 

11am: Jack Sharpe (Anniversary)  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patrick Finn Lecture Series 

 St Mary’s and the Art and Craft  
of Stained Glass. 

St Mary’s has some remarkable stained glass, installed at 
different times over the years. This talk will address the craft of 
the artists whose work has contributed so much to the beauty 
and calm of the church, including William Earley of Earley Stu-
dios and Alfred Ernest Child of An Túr Gloine. It will put this 
work in the context of the evolution of Irish stained glass from 
the middle of the 19th century. 

This talk is of real parish interest. It will be given by Mr. William 
Earley, whose family in previous generations operated Earley 
Studios of Ecclesiastical Arts, producing church marblework 
and stained glass in Dublin from 1852 to 1974, including two 
beautiful windows in St. Mary’s.  

Mr. Earley is an expert on stained glass, having written a post-
graduate dissertation on the subject in Trinity College. He has 
had a lifetime interest in art, theatre and music, and in his ca-
reer as a solicitor has had a long professional connection with a 
number of cultural institutions.” 

For illustration he has suggested the St. Cecilia window in the 
church, of which there is a (partial) image on the parish web-
site.  

The annual Advocate collection for the Sunshine Fund 
takes place on Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th April. 
The Sunshine Fund, a special works conference of the 
St. Vincent de Paul provides summer holidays for chil-
dren all over Dublin who need a holiday. This collection 
is their only source of funds.  Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated.       

J.S. Bach– St. John Passion 
St. Mary’s Pro Cathedral 

Palm Sunday, April 14 at 8.00pm) 

Dublin Bach Singers 

 conducted by Blánaid Murphy  

Marlborough Baroque Orchestra  
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