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An Introduction to the Theme of World Meeting of Families 2018 

The theme for each World Meeting of Families is chosen by the Pope. In choosing The 

Gospel of the Family: Joy for the World, as the theme for the ninth World Meeting of 

Families in Dublin, Pope Francis invites us to reflect on a theme that was central to the 

Synodal process that led to his post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia: On 

Love in the Family.   

‘The Church and The Gospel of the Family’ was a key theme in the Preparatory Docu-

ment in October 2014, a document that was the subject of unprecedented consulta-

tion among the faithful of the Church across the world. While the preparatory docu-

ment does not give a specific definition of the term, ‘The Gospel of the Family’, it does 

convey at least three senses in which this relatively new phrase in the Church’s tradi-

tion can be understood:  

• The family, founded on the mar-

riage of a man and woman, is part 

of God’s plan from the beginning. 

The ‘Good News’ of the family is 

therefore an indispensable part of 

the joyful message of the Gospel 

that the Church proclaims.  

• The family is the principal agent of evangelisation of its own members. As the first 

school of faith and love, the Christian family is often where we ourselves first come to 

know Jesus and his love.  

• The family proclaims the Gospel to the World. The Christian family, by its witness 

to the life and love of Jesus, is a principal agent of evangelisation to the world.  

As Pope Francis explains in the opening words of Amoris Laetitia¸“the Christian procla-

mation on the family is good news indeed” (AL,1). The Christian proclamation of 

the family is an indispensable part of the ‘Good News’ of the Gospel. God’s plan 

for the family, revealed in Sacred Scripture from the beginning, is joy for the 

world!    

The World Meeting of Families 2018 will explore each of these dimensions of 

theme the Gospel of the Family: Joy for the World and what it means for families 

and the Church today.  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.marriageuniqueforareason.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F10%2FFrancis-family-as-locus-01.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.marriageuniqueforareason.org%2F2015%2F10%2F26%2Fthe-family-is-the-fundamenta
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Masses and Confession 

Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 

-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

Church Collections 

W/e 27th May 2018 
1st Collection.... €1,040 
Share Collection... €750 

Weekday collections.....€532 

OFFICIAL FAMILY PRAYER  

FOR  WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 2018  

God, our Father,  We are brothers and sisters in Jesus 

your Son,  One family, in the Spirit of your love. 

Bless us with the joy of love. Make us patient and 

kind,  gentle and generous,  welcoming to those in 

need.  Help us to live your forgiveness and peace. 

Protect all families with your loving care,  Especially 

those for whom we now pray: [We pause and re-

member family members and others by name]. In-

crease our faith,  Strengthen our hope,  Keep us safe 

in your love,  Make us always grateful for the gift of 

life that we share. This we ask, through Christ our 

Lord, Amen  

 

Mary, mother and guide, pray for us.  Saint Joseph, 

father and protector, pray for us.  Saints Joachim and 

Anne, pray for us.  Saints Louis and Zélie Martin, 

pray for us 

In Memoriam 
Recently deceased 

 
Sunday 3 June 

5pm, Tim Leahy (Anniversary) 

Masses on 9th/10th June  
6pm... Frank Darcy (Anniversary) 

 

 Thoughts for a Day 
The church is never true to itself when it is living for itself, for if 

it is chiefly concerned with saving its own life, it will lose it. The 

nature of the church is such that it must always be engaged in 

finding new ways by which to transcend itself. Its main respon-

sibility is always outside its own walls in the redemption of 

common life. That is why we call it a redemptive society. There 

are many kinds of religion, but redemptive religion, from the 

Christian point of view, is always that in which we are spent on 

those areas of existence that are located beyond ourselves and 

our own borders. 

Elton Trueblood, a noted 20th-century American Quaker author 

and theologian 1900-1994) 

 

 

Faith is what you have in the absence of knowledge…and that 

absence doesn’t bother me because I have got, over the years, 

a sense of the immense sweep of creation, of the evolutionary 

process in everything, of how incomprehensible God must nec-

essarily be to be the God of heaven and earth. You can’t fit the 

Almighty into your intellectual categories. If you want your 

faith, you have to work for it. It is a gift, but for very few is it a 

gift given without any demand for time devoted to its cultiva-

tion.…Even in the life of a Christian, faith rises and falls like the 

tides of an invisible sea. It’s there, even when he can’t see it or 

feel it, if he wants it to be there. 

Faith is not belief without proof, but trust without reserva-

tion...At the profoundest depths in life, people talk not about 

God but with hi. 

Flannery O’ Connor (American writer and essayist 1924-1964) 

Irish Hospice Foundation 

 Workshop on Addiction and Loss 

Thursday 14th June from 9.15am – 4.15pm 

Both the process of addiction and the process of recovery 

can be seen as having loss and grieving as central 

themes.  This workshop will look at the psychological dy-

namics common to different addictions in relation to 

these inevitable themes of loss and grieving, with an em-

phasis on how clients may be practically helped to work 

through their particular loss issues. 

On completion of the workshop participants will be able 

to: describe the main criteria which define an addictive 

attachment; outline the losses which occur as a result of 

the progression of an addiction; understand the necessity 

for the addictive attachment to be mourned in order for 

healthy recovery to take place; reflect on the possible 

role of earlier unresolved grief issues in the genesis of an 

addiction, and in recovery from the addiction. 

 

Bookings can be made online at https://

hospicefoundation.ie/education-training/bereavement-

training/workshops/ 

https://hospicefoundation.ie/education-training/bereavement-training/workshops/
https://hospicefoundation.ie/education-training/bereavement-training/workshops/
https://hospicefoundation.ie/education-training/bereavement-training/workshops/

