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Why Easter Matters 

Johann Christoph Arnold 

The Easter story is the most important story in the history of the world. And it does not belong only to 

Christians; it is for everyone. 

Easter celebrates Jesus’ resurrection from the dead three days after he was executed. What was his crime? 

He healed the sick, raised the dead, and preached the coming of God’s kingdom of justice, peace, and for-

giveness. 

After Jesus was crucified his body was taken down from the cross and buried in a tomb, which was then 

sealed with a huge stone so that no one could steal the body. But on Easter morning an angel came and 

rolled the stone away. Jesus rose from the dead and appeared first to Mary Magdalene and then to his disci-

ples The disciples were afraid. They did not want to be associated with Jesus, because he had just been con-

demned and executed. They had experienced this personally, and were terrified. So even though they knew 

that Jesus had risen, they met secretly behind locked doors. But Jesus suddenly appeared among them, say-

ing, “Peace be with you.”  

Like the disciples, many people today are afraid. Even though, in most countries, we now have the freedom 

to believe in Jesus, we hide our S behind closed doors. Like the disciples, we also long for peace without 

knowing where to find it. Jesus offers this peace to us, a peace that will take away all our burdens and sins.  

May this peace excite us and fill us with hope and love. This peace is the answer to all our political and so-

cial problems. We live in a fractured society, where everybody is divided from everybody else, and simple 

joy in life is often squeezed out of us. This particularly affects children. When we take God away from them, 

and don’t let them come to Jesus, they are afraid. 

The battle between good and evil has been raging since the beginning of time, but today it is impossible to 

ignore. Warfare is everywhere. In the impoverished nations of Africa there is war over water and other re-

sources. Millions of people are dying because they do not have access to the basic necessities of life. Every 

day we hear of more atrocities occurring all over the world. 

Jesus came to end all suffering and human 

need. He loved us so much that he was will-

ing to die for us. As the apostle John writes, 

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love 

drives out fear.” This is the gift that Jesus 

offers us. When we celebrate Easter this year, let’s remember that Jesus was victorious over death and over 

fear. We can claim this same victory and receive his gift of life and peace.  

Shortly before Easter 2015, my daughter Margrit died of cancer. Many times during her last days and hours 

my wife and I, together with her own family, gathered around her bed and thought of the Easter story. The 

following words of scripture, which my son Heinrich later put to music, became a trumpet call of victory for 

us:  

 Now we see through a glass dimly, but then face to face, now I know in part, just as I am also known, 

but then I shall be known, as I am known. Blessed be the God, father of our Jesus Christ who comforts us in 

trials. He will still deliver us! 

 For I know that my Redeemer lives, And he shall stand at the end upon the earth. And though the 

worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God! 

 Martha called Jesus to Lazarus, but yet did he die; when she heard he came, then she said unto her 

Lord, “If thou had’st been here my brother had not died.” Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life, 

whoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die!”  

 Behold, I tell to you a mystery: We shall all be changed. At the last trumpet the dead shall all be 

raised, and we shall be changed, shall all be changed. Thanks be to God, death has been swallowed up, he 

gives the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Yes, Jesus lives, and we can all live with him. 

Johann Christoph Arnold passed away on Holy Saturday, April 15, 2017. This is his 2016 Easter message.  

Jesus was victorious over death and 
over fear. We can claim this same victo-
ry and receive his gift of life and peace. 

https://www.plough.com/en/authors/a/johann-christoph-arnold
https://www.plough.com/en/topics/life/grieving/mom-margrit-zimmerman
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Masses and Confession 

Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 

10 am Mass only this week 

-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

Church Collections 

W/e
 
24

th
/25

th
 March 2018 

1st Collection: €970 
Share Collection: €690 

Weekday collections: €460 

OFFICIAL FAMILY PRAYER  

FOR  WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 2018  

God, our Father,  We are brothers and sisters in Jesus 

your Son,  One family, in the Spirit of your love. Bless us 

with the joy of love. Make us patient and kind,  gentle 

and generous,  welcoming to those in need.  Help us to 

live your forgiveness and peace. Protect all families with 

your loving care,  Especially those for whom we now 

pray: [We pause and remember family members and oth-

ers by name]. Increase our faith,  Strengthen our hope,  

Keep us safe in your love,  Make us always grateful for 

the gift of life that we share. This we ask, through Christ 

our Lord, Amen  

Mary, mother and guide, pray for us.  Saint Joseph, father 

and protector, pray for us.  Saints Joachim and Anne, 

pray for us.  Saints Louis and Zélie Martin, pray for us 

Easter Thoughts for a Day 

The heart is stretched through suffering, and enlarged. But O 

the agony of this enlarging of the heart, that one may be pre-

pared to enter into the anguish of others!…The cross as dogma 

is painless speculation; the cross as lived suffering is anguish 

and glory. Yet God, out of the pattern of his own heart, has 

planted the cross along the road of holy obedience. And he 

enacts in the hearts of those he loves the miracle of willingness 

to welcome suffering and to know it for what it is – the final 

seal of his gracious love.Thomas R. Kelly 

Make a start with yourself, and abandon 

yourself. Truly, if you do not begin by get-

ting away from yourself, wherever you run 

to, you will find obstacles and trouble wher-

ever it may be. People who seek peace in 

external things – be it in places or ways of 

life or people or activities or solitude or poverty or degradation 

– however great such a thing may be or whatever it may be, still 

it is all nothing and gives no peace. People who seek in that way 

are doing it all wrong; the further they wander, the less will they 

find what they are seeking. Meister Eckhart 

the promise 

I who have sinned against God 

stand cold and empty-handed, 

desert under my feet 

with no hope of flowering, 

athirst where there is no spring, 

in a land where no manna falls 

and no voice speaks – 

Ah, but somewhere 

my brother loves me, 

from far, from unknown places 

my brother speaks for me, 

my brother calls me, 

my brother longs with a pure love 

to break the spell of the barren land, 

to rend the dry earth that binds me – 

Then from the vast, brassy, barren sky 

comes the small cloud, 

the gathering sweet rain. 

Then comes the warm wind 

and the sound of bells, 

the sound of running feet 

and glad voices calling; 

the flowers spring up and the birds 

beat with glad wings about my shoulders. 

And a child takes my hand, crying, 

Come – the Kingdom awaits! 

 

 

This and other poems by Jane Clement can be found in her 

anthology, No One Can Stem The Tide. 


