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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Christianity with its 2. 2billion adherents worldwide remains the  most numerically  and the most wide-

spread religions in the world, taking in 32% of the world’s overall population. By 2050 the Christian popula-

tion is expected to be 2.9 billion by 2050.  Of these 1.2billion are Roman Catholic, 800m belong to the 

different  Protestant denominations, 250m are Orthodox, while 25m belong to other forms  of  Christianity.  

While Catholicism and Orthodoxy are showing some decline, Protestantism, notably Evangelical Pentecos-

talism and other newer forms of Christianity  are increasing very significantly. 

Christianity has often been marked but major rifts and deep division going right back to its early history. 

There are many reasons for this that are not simply theological and often have much to do with power and 

politics but the divisions remain.  Since the Second Vatican Council much has changed and the relationship 

between many of the denominations has improved beyond all recognition.  But, of course, this needs top 

be pursued and deepened. 

In February 2017 Pope Francis visited the Church Of England Parish of All Saints in his diocese of 

Rome - the first time a pope has done so.  This  is another important step forward in the Catholic -

Anglican relationship. It was followed on March 13, the anniversary of Francis’s election, by another first 

- an Anglican choral evensong at the altar of St. Peter in St. Peter’s Basilica.  As the commentator Austin 

Ivereigh has pointed out: “These gestures are an attempt to give an expression to what the Second 

Vatican Council recognized: that the Catholic Church is not co -extensive with the one, true 

Church, and that there are elements of the true Church outside it. ”  He continues: “The Archbish-

op of Canterbury, in other words, is not merely a dressed -up layman, but a bishop; and while An-

glican priests may not be Catholic priests, they are still priests; and although the Church of Eng-

land is not in communion with the Catholic Church, both form part of the Body of Christ, whose 

fragments God is calling into one.”  This is the challenge of ecumenical dialogue today and the 

need to build that relationship.  

While these gestures were important, Francis took further step to outlining his own very practical 

vision, in contrast with Benedict XVI more theological view, on how unity can be built in the world 

we live in.  This is not simply a question of resolving the many theological nuances and outright 

difference but rather of putting ecumenism and dialogue into practice on the ground.  In his homi-

ly , Francis indicated what might be described as  three paths to Christian unity: an attitude of 

humility, shared prayer and actions witnessing to God ’s mercy.  He also suggested that we might 

learn  from the creativity and freedom of young Churches in the developing world.  

Pointing to St Paul, the pope underlined his humility and the fact that he did not rely simply on his 

own ability and strength but on God , “as a beggar of mercy.”  This is “the starting point so that 

God may work in us.”  

Coming back to one of his regular themes he stated that acting together for the poor creates the space 

for the Holy Spirit to overcome differences, and indeed is already “a powerful sign of renewed 

communion.” 

Francis acknowledged the importance of the theological discussions and the search for truth that 

were characteristic of Benedict XVI’s approach but noted  that as the academic theological discus-

sions continue ‘we help one another in our necessities, in our life, we also help one another spir-

itually.” 

We are fortunate in our parish to have very warms relations with all of the Christian churches and 

this is witnessed to by the annual November Walk of Light, which is a common project.  It ’s im-

portant that we build on this and pursue other avenues of common witness to our faith.  

https://cruxnow.com/global-church/2017/02/26/francis-urges-humble-path-unity-historic-visit-romes-anglicans/
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PARISH DIARY  

January-March 2018 

18-25 January:   Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Theme:  That All may be Free   

Sunday 28 January - February 3:  Catholic Schools Week  

Theme: Called to be a Family of Families  

Monday 29 January Friendship Club Meeting, at 2:00pm. 

Saturday 3 February:   World Day of Consecrated Life 

Sunday 11 February:   World Day of the Sick 

SVP Clothing Appeal 

February 14:   Ash Wednesday 

February 15  Patrick Finn Lecture, 7.15pm, Edmond Grace 
SJ, title  TBA 

Sunday 18 February:   Accord Dublin Collection 

Thursday 22 February:  Schools’ Confirmation Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit 7:00pm 

Sunday 25 February:  Collection for the World Meeting of 
Families 

Sunday 11 March:  Parish Preparatory Mass for the World 
Meeting of  Families 11am  

Saturday 17 March:  St. Patrick’s Day: Day of Prayer for 
Emigrants 

Sunday 18 March:  Crosscare Youth Services Collection  

Thursday 22 March:  Confirmation Day Mass at 11:00am  

Sunday 25 March:   Palm Sunday 

Monday 26 March:  Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

 

Masses and Confession 

Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 

Weekdays  8am, 10am & 12.40 

-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Confession  Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass 

Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

PLEASE NOTE MASS CHANGES FOR THIS WEEK 

There will be no  10am Mass on Thursday and no 

8am Mass on Friday 

Church Collections 

W/e 13th/14th Jan 2018 

1st Collection: €990 

Share Collection: €700 

Weekday collections: €680  

                   

In Memoriam 

6pm, Patrick O’Mahony (Anniversary) 

11am, Martin Nealon. (Anniversary) 

5pm, Anna Beary (Anniversary)   

 Masses on 27th /28th Jan 2018. 

6pm, Sean Spierin (Anniversary) 

11am, Peggy and Bill Toal (Anniversary) 

5pm, Mary Daly (Anniversary)   

Parish Communications 

One of the features of our parish that we 

have invested time and resources in over 

the past few years is that of communica-

tions.  By communication we mean two 

things: the flow of information relating to 

parish matters, meetings, mass times, parish 

events but also  finding new ways of spread-

ing the message and sharing the joy of the 

gospel as it is lived and communicated at St Mary’s. Communica-

tions are central to the new evangelisation that has become one 

of the important themes of Pope Francis’ pontificate. 

Our integrated communications strategy centres on two things: 

the newsletter and our website. It may be worth drawing atten-

tion to the website which has interesting several features.  For our 

liturgy readers and others who may wish to either prepare for 

mass by looking at the readings beforehand or go back to them 

later if they have been struck by something, we have both the 

readings themselves and insights into the readings.  Also at the 

top of the page on the website is the link to the World Meeting of 

Families website as well as the current parish newsletter and links 

to the diocese. 

There is useful information relating to sacraments as well as oth-

er aspects of parish life.  We also have a few video and other for-

mation features of interest. 

In the past year we have committed to Church TV as a way of 

reaching out to both people in our own parish who cannot come 

to church but also to a wider audience who may wish to follow a 

particular mass at St Mary’s, for example a family funeral or a 

wedding. 

The newsletter has also evolved over the past several years from 

simply providing information on parish events to also becoming a 

part of evangelisation by providing a short article every week on 

issues of faith today.  This has proved to be a popular feature and 

one that is appreciated. The insertion of a parish diary as well as 

the collections and mass intentions are also very much appreciat-

ed. 

We are very open to receiving notices from the local community 

and playing our part in its life. 

Check it all out at www.stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie    

Thought for a Day 
Without being forgiven – released from the consequences of 

what we have done – our capacity to act would, as it were, be 

confined to a single deed from which we could never recov-

er; we would remain the victims of its consequences forever. 

  Hannah Arendt (1906-1975) German-born, Ameri-

can political theorist. 
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