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A Hymn for Christmas Morning 

Poor mothers, with your hoard  
Of endless love and countless pain– 
Remember all her grief, her gain,  
The Mother of the Lord.  

 

Mourners, half blind with woe,  
Look up! One standeth in this place,  
And by the pity of His face  
The Man of Sorrows know.  

 

Wanderers in far countrie,  
O think of Him, who came, forgot,  
To His own, and they received Him not–  
Jesus of Galilee.  

 

O all ye who have trod  
The wine-press of affliction, lay  
Your hearts before His heart this day–  
Behold the Christ of God! 

Dinah Maria Mulock Craik 

Dinah Maria Mulock-Craik’s moving poem helps  to put Christmas in perspective.  After all the 
bustle of the past few days and weeks has quietened down, it brings us back to the heart of the 
matter, the things that make Christmas important as it speaks of those people who, as she puts it, 
have ‘trod the wine-press of affliction’, mothers, mourners, wanderers and often one person is all 
three – a woman. 

The 2016 Report of the UNHCR tells us that ‘we are are now witnessing the highest levels of dis-

placement on record.’ An unprecedented 65.6 million people around the world have been forced 

from home. Among them are nearly 

22.5 million refugees, over half of whom are 

under the age of 18.  There are also 10 mil-

lion stateless people who have been denied 

a nationality and access to basic rights such 

as education, healthcare, employment and 

freedom of movement. Nearly 20 people are 

forcibly displaced every minute. 

Over 626,000 Rohingya children, women and 

men have been forced to flee to Bangladesh escaping inter-ethnic and religious violence in Myan-

mar since August 2017.  They have arrived exhausted, hungry, and sick after walking for days 

from their villages through jungles, across mountains and rivers carrying  what little they could 

bring from home.  The Rohingya are a stateless Muslim minority in Myanmar. Most of the refu-

gees are women and children, including newborn babies.  

Let us bring them, and other refugees into our Christmas  thoughts and prayers this  year as their 

story echoes the Christmas story in so many important ways.  
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Church Collections  
 

W/e 16th/17th Dec 2017 
1st Collection: €1,195 

Share Collection: €968 
Weekday collections: €415 

In Memoriam 
                Masses on 23rd/24th Dec 2017. 

9.30am, Charlie and Nora Daly 
                Bill and Sheila O’Leary 

11am..... Katherine Phelan 
                

                  Masses 25th December 2017 
9.30am.... Maeve Mulligan 

                
                 Masses on 30th /31st Dec 2017. 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME 2017  
Confession: After 10.00 a.m. Mass Saturday 16th De-
cember 2017 and after 10.00 a.m. Mass Monday 18th 

December 2017  

Sunday 24th December 2017 Mass at 9.30 am and 
11.00 am  

Christmas Eve 2017 Vigil Mass commences 6.00 p.m. 
preceded by Carol Singing at 5.40 p.m. First Mass com-
mences 9.00 p.m. preceded by Carols at 8.40 p.m. with 

Parish Choir  

Christmas Day 2017 Morning Masses 9.30 a.m. 
(Family Mass), 11.00 a.m.  

THERE IS NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS 
DAY   

St. Stephen’s Day Tuesday 26th December 2017 Morn-
ing Mass 10.00 a.m.  

There will only be one weekday Mass from Tuesday 
26th December until Friday 29th December at 10.00 

a.m.  

Saturday 30th December Mass at 10.00 a.m.,  

Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m. Sunday 31st December Mass at 
9.30 a.m., 11.00 a.m. and 5.00 p.m.  

Monday 1st January  Mass at 10.00 a.m. only  

10.00 a.m. and 12.40 p.m. Masses resume on Tuesday 
2nd January 2018  

The 8am Mass will resume on Weds 10 January  

Feast of the Epiphany 6th January 2018  

Friday 5th January – Vigil Mass at 6.00 pm  

Saturday 6th January – Mass at 10.00 am 

What does “God” mean now?  
How does one understand that this man, with his indi-
vidual and datable history, is at one and the same time 
God? What greatness, sovereignty, and profundity 
must he not have revealed and lived in order to be 
called God? What does “God” mean now? What sort of 
human being is he, that we can make such an assertion 
about him? What does the unity of the two – God and 
man – concretely signify in a historical being, one of our 
brothers, Jesus of Nazareth? 
This is one of the central facts of our faith that sets 
Christianity apart from other religions. Once Christiani-
ty affirms that a man is at the same time God, it stands 
alone in the world. We are obliged to say it: This is a 
scandal to…all the religions and pious peoples of yes-
terday and today who venerate and adore a transcend-
ent God: one that is totally other, who cannot be objec-
tified, a God beyond this world, infinite, eternal, incom-
prehensible, and above everything that human beings 
can be and know. 
Leonardo Boff (Brazilian theologian)  

Christmas Reflections 

It is no use saying that we are born two thousand years 
too late to give room to Christ. Nor will those who live at 
the end of the world have been born too late. Christ is 
always with us, always asking for room in our hearts. But 
now it is with the voice of our contemporaries that he 
speaks; with the eyes of store clerks, factory workers, 
and children that he gazes; with the hands of office 
workers, slum dwellers, and suburban housewives that 
he gives. It is with the feet of soldiers and tramps that 
he walks, and with the heart of anyone in need that he 
longs for shelter. And giving shelter or food to anyone 
who asks for it, or needs it, is giving it to Christ. 

Dorothy Day (social activist, and Catholic convert, 1897-1980) 

 

There are many who are enkindled with dreamy devo-

tion, and when they hear of the poverty of Christ, they 

are almost angry with the citizens of Bethlehem. They 

denounce their blindness and ingratitude, and think, if 

they had been there, they would have shown the Lord 

and his mother a more kindly service and would not 

have permitted them to be treated so miserably. But 

they do not look by their side to see how many of their 

fellow humans need their help, and which they ignore in 

their misery. Who is there upon earth that has no poor, 

miserable, sick, erring ones around him? Why does he 

not exercise his love to those? Why does he not do to 

them as Christ has done to him? 

Martin Luther (Religious reformer, 1483-1546) 


