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The Blessed Woman 
Alfred Delp 

Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. – Luke 1:30  

Mary is the most comforting of all the Advent figures. Advent’s holiest consolation is that the angel’s an-

nunciation met with a ready heart in Mary. The Word became flesh, and in the holy place of a motherly 

heart the earth gave birth to a world of God-humanity. What good does it do us to sense and feel our mis-

ery unless a bridge is thrown over to the other shore? What help is it to be terrified at our lostness and 

confusion unless a light flashes up that is a match for darkness and always is its master? What good does it 

do us to shiver in the coldness and hardness in which the world freezes as it goes deeper astray in itself and 

kills itself, unless we also come to know of the grace that is mightier than the peril of oblivion? 

Poets and myth-makers and other tellers of stories and fairy tales have often spoken of mothers. Some-

times they meant the earth; other times, nature. By this word they tried to disclose the mysterious creative 

fount of all things, to conjure up the welling mystery of life. In all this there was hunger and anticipation 

and longing and Advent-waiting for this blessed woman. 

That God became a mother’s son; that there could be a woman walking the earth whose womb was conse-

crated to be the holy temple and tabernacle of God – that is actually earth’s perfection and the fulfillment 

of its expectations. 

So many kinds of 

Advent consolation 

stream from the 

mysterious figure 

of the blessed, 

expectant Mary. 

The grey horizons 

must grow light. It 

is only the immedi-

ate scene that 

shouts so loudly 

and insistently. 

Beyond the pre-

sent tumult there 

exists a different 

realm, one that is 

now in our midst. The woman has conceived the 

Child, sheltered him beneath her heart, and given 

birth to the Son. The world has come under a 

different law. Christmas is not only a historic event that happened once, on which our salvation rests. 

Christmas is the promise of a new order of things, of life, of our existence. 

We must remember that the blessed woman of Nazareth, like John the Baptist and the angel of annuncia-

tion, is an illuminating figure of life, of our existence. Deep down in her being, our days and our destinies 

bear the blessing and mystery of God. The blessed woman waits, and we must wait too until her hour has 

come. We must be patient and wait with readiness for the moment when it pleases the Lord to appear 

anew in our night too. 

CONTRIBUTED BY Alfred Delp  As a condemned prisoner of Germany’s Third Reich, Jesuit priest Alfred Delp 

wrote letters and meditations from his prison cell expressing his struggles, victories, and convictions. His 

writings are still valued today for their clarity and direction.  

Detail from The Annunciation by James Tissot, 1894 

https://www.plough.com/en/authors/d/alfred-delp
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Church Collections  
 

W/e 9th/10th Nov 2017 
1st Collection. 8th Dec €365 

1st  Collection. Sunday 10th Dec €1,125  
Weekday collections.  €390 

In Memoriam 
Masses on 16th /17th Dec 2017. 

6pm, Charles, Sara, Peter and John Ingle 
11am, Elizabeth Mathews (Anniversary) 

                Masses on 23rd/24th Dec 2017. 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME 2017  
Confession: After 10.00 a.m. Mass Saturday 16th De-
cember 2017 and after 10.00 a.m. Mass Monday 18th 

December 2017  

Sunday 24th December 2017 Mass at 9.30 am and 
11.00 am  

Christmas Eve 2017 Vigil Mass commences 6.00 p.m. 
preceded by Carol Singing at 5.40 p.m. First Mass com-
mences 9.00 p.m. preceded by Carols at 8.40 p.m. with 

Parish Choir  

Christmas Day 2017 Morning Masses 9.30 a.m. 
(Family Mass), 11.00 a.m.  

THERE IS NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS 
DAY   

St. Stephen’s Day Tuesday 26th December 2017 Morn-
ing Mass 10.00 a.m.  

There will only be one weekday Mass from Tuesday 
26th December until Friday 29th December at 10.00 

a.m.  

Saturday 30th December Mass at 10.00 a.m.,  

Vigil Mass at 6.00 p.m. Sunday 31st December Mass at 
9.30 a.m., 11.00 a.m. and 5.00 p.m.  

Monday 1st January  Mass at 10.00 a.m. only  

10.00 a.m. and 12.40 p.m. Masses resume on Tuesday 
2nd January 2018  

The 8am Mass will resume on Weds 10 January  

Feast of the Epiphany 6th January 2018  

Friday 5th January – Vigil Mass at 6.00 pm  

Saturday 6th January – Mass at 10.00 am 

Advent Adoration 
Saturday after the Vigil Mass, 

7.00pm 
 

Take a minute, light a candle, say a 
prayer...the world needs it 

The Child’s Answer  

Jerome 

As often as I look at the place where the Lord is born, 
my heart enters into a wondrous conversation with the 
Child Jesus. And I say, “Dear Lord Jesus, how you are 
shivering; how hard you lie for my sake, for the sake of 
my redemption. How can I repay you?” 

Then I seem to hear the Child’s answer, “Dear Jerome, I 
desire nothing but that you shall sing ‘Glory to God in 
the highest’ and be content. I shall be even poorer in 
the Garden of Olives and on the Holy Cross.”  

I speak again, “Dear Jesus, I have to give you some-
thing. I will give you all my money.”  

The Child answers, “Heaven and earth already belong 
to me. I do not need your money; give it to the poor, 
and I will accept it as if it were given to me.”  

Source: Cries from the Heart 

Advent Reflections 
 
God must become the equal of the lowliest. But the lowliest is 
one who serves others. God therefore must appear in the form 
of a servant. But this servant’s form is not merely something 
he puts on, like the beggar’s cloak, which, because it is only a 
cloak, flutters loosely and betrays the king. No, it is his true 
form. For this is the unfathomable nature of boundless love, 
that it desires to be equal with the beloved; not in jest, but in 
truth. 
      Søren Kierkegaard 

All of us have a natural, inborn desire to see God. But God is 
infinite and incomprehensible. No one can see God without 
being of the same infinite nature as God. We are finite, and so 
we cannot see God. But God is love. He is also the source of 
our craving to know and love him. Out of this love God took on 
a form that is comprehensible to us mortal beings. Through 
this act of love we can now share in the joy of the angels by 
seeing and knowing God directly. This is why Jesus said: 
“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” …God became 
man and dwelt among us so that we might not fear him as 
something terrible and foreign, but instead see that God is 
love.  

       Sadur Singh 
The Christmas Star in the night sky, the shining of the Christ-
mas light in the night – all this is the sign that light breaks into 
the darkness. Though we see about us the darkness of unrest, 
of family discord, of class struggle, of competitive jealousy and 
of national hatred, the light shall shine and drive it out.…
Wherever the Christmas Child is born in a heart, wherever Je-
sus begins his earthly life anew – that is where the life of God’s 
love and of God’s peace dawns again. 
       Emmy Arnold 
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