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The Meaning of Advent 

Christoph Friedrich Blumhardt 

It is Advent again. We call this time Advent because it reminds us of what comes from God for the 

creation of his kingdom on earth. We who are here have been led in a special way to keep what is 

coming on our hearts and to shape ourselves according to it. That which comes from God – that is 

what moves our hearts, not only in these days but at all times. That which is to come from God is the 

most important thing we have, in the past and in the present as well as in the future. It is only in 

God’s coming that even the Bible itself has value to us, let alone all the other things we call  “means 

of grace.” Unless what comes from God is a part of it, it remains like a dead seed and does not 

achieve what must be achieved if God’s kingdom is to be. 

There are many today who sigh to heaven, “Savior, come now!” But they are not sighing for the sake 

of God’s kingdom. They cry out like this only when they are in trouble and want God to help them. 

And they don’t know of any help that is more effective than to have a Savior come and put a quick 

end to their troubles. 

When it comes to the things of God, however, we must not be concerned for what is ours, but only for 

what belongs to Christ. We should do this not merely for our own edification; we must become work-

ers for God. This leads us to God’s vineyard, a place where 

there is not a great deal of talk, but where everyone is intent 

on deeds. 

This is what it means to prepare for Advent. Jesus says, “Be 

ready for action, and have your lamps lit; be like those who 

are waiting for their master to return from the wedding ban-

quet...blessed is the slave whom his master will find at work 

when he arrives” (Luke 12:35-48). Here Jesus is speaking of 

his disciples and their preparation for his coming. Take note that God’s kingdom is not formed by any 

human discovery or intention, however daring and noble, but by the coming of Christ. Our faith, our 

ardor, must be for this coming. Otherwise it would be better to put aside our meditations on Advent. 

The reign of God is a marvelous thing. To worldly 

wisdom God’s kingdom seems like foolishness, 

and yet it gives shape to the whole world, the 

whole creation, making it God’s eternal coming. 

But look out! When someone holds a light in his hand and shines it here and there, he is immediately 

asked, “What business have you here?” Thus so many people let their light go out again. It is too 

awkward, too inconvenient to keep holding up a light and showing people the dirt and saying, “There, 

clean that up; the way you are doing things now isn’t right in God’s eyes. Cut off your hand! Tear out 

your eye! Cut off your foot!” – as Jesus says, figuratively, when there is something about the hand or 

eye or foot that stands in God’s way. 

This is what it means to watch. If you look for the truth in small matters you will not go astray in big 

ones. You will be able to recognize truth there and carry out the command that comes. Let us keep 

staunch in our eagerness to do whatever comes to us of the truth. Then there will be knocks on our 

door, over and over, and God’s coming will not be hidden. For devoted hearts the light will keep 

dawning from him who is merciful and compassionate. 

Matthias Stomer: Annunciazione (oil on canvas) 

Special Family Mass 
We continue our parish preparations for the World Meeting of Families  

NEXT  SUNDAY December at the 11am Mass.   

We invite all families and family members, from the oldest members to the youngest, to attend this 
mass TOGETHER as a sign of our commitment to the ideal of family in the broadest and most wel-

coming sense. 

This will be the second of four special masses leading up to the main event in August. 

https://www.plough.com/en/authors/b/christoph-friedrich-blumhardt
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2012.35-48
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Church Collections  
 

.  W/e 25th /26th Nov 2017 
1st Collection... €1,055 

Share Collection... €860 
Weekday collections...€565 

THANK YOU 

In Memoriam 
 

Masses on 2nd/3rd Dec 2017. 
6pm, Patrick, Brigid and Mary Donoghue  

5pm, Seamus Daly  

                Masses on 9th /10th Dec 2017. 
6pm, Annie Curran (Anniversary) 

11am, Mary Moroney (Anniversary) 

Maire Ledwith Singing Studio 
Annual Christmas Concert 

St Mary’s Haddington Road 
Sunday 10 December at 7.30 

A delightful programme including seasonal favourites 
Admission €5, Family €15 

Christmas at St Mary’s 
A Family Concert for the Church Music Fund 

 
 

Benjamin Britten— A Ceremony of the 
Carols 

 
Felix Mendelssohn– Hear My Prayer 

 
Classicus Youth Chamber Choir 

Dir. Máire Ledwith 
 

Crux Vocal Ensemble 
Dir. Paul McGough 

 

Friday December 15th, 7.30 pm 
 

Tickets €15/Con €12/Family €40  
Meagher’s Baggot St or 

 Www.EventBrite.ie 
At the door on the evening 

Mulled Wine, mince pies family evening 

Advent Adoration 
Saturday after the Vigil Mass, 

7.00pm 
 

Take a minute, light a candle, say a 
prayer...the world needs it 

Archbishop Martin is seeking practical support for this 
years Annual Parish Food Appeal which is on this week 
for the Crosscare Foodbanks. 

Crosscare work with many individuals and families 
throughout the Archdiocese who are struggling to make 
ends meet. The Food Banks provide support with essen-
tial food and household items.  We needShampoo & Hy-
giene Products, Soups, Tinned meats, Seasonal Biscuits, 
Cleaning Products. 

Boxes available in the Church 

Today there are people in your community in cri-
sis… No food in the cupboard. No heating in their 
home. No end in sight. 

At St. Vincent de Paul, we are asked for help with 
these things every day. 

Even in an improving economy,  it can still take just 
one small problem to tip someone into crisis and 
poverty. But we know that a little help at the right 
time can change everything. 

This Christmas, over 140,000 people in communities 
across the country will ask SVP for help with food, 
fuel and basic clothing. 

But we cannot say yes without you. 
Please support the SVP Annual  

NEXT SUNDAY at ALL MASSES  

or see https://www.svp.ie/appeal 

Seeking Accommodation 
Catholic Australian Student (20) on Internship Pro-
gramme in Ballsbridge from 17th December to May 
2018 seeks a room to let in the area on a paid basis. 
If interested or require further information, please 

call Church Support Group on 016077150. 

Faith Conversations 
Catherine McCauley Centre 

Herbert St 
6.30 Thursday 

07 Dec – Patricia Coyle, "The Christian of tomorrow will be a 

mystic...or he will be nothing" Karl Rahner). What did Rahner 

mean? 

14 Dec – Patrick Claffey, A Look at the Buddha’s Way. Pat-

rick lectures in Hinduism and Buddhism in Trinity College 

Dublin and has travelled extensively doing research in Asia. 

In this talk he will present the life and teaching of the Buddha 

and asks what we might learn from it. 

http://www.dublindiocese.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/CROSSCARE-1.jpg
https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiWksqptujXAhXHDcAKHbZ0AOcQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fdonmoore59%2Fblessed-sacrament%2F&psig=AOvVaw0wW0DUdZU99TvQUcqcjyze&ust=1512204327743129

