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Blessing out of Pain 
Rick Warren 

 
At some point in life, every person will experience suffering, pain, and, eventu-

ally, death. It’s inevitable. When it happens, how are we going to respond? 

Many of us, even Christians, struggle with God’s purpose when we are sudden-

ly faced with a serious illness or terminal diagnosis. Our first response is to turn 

to God, asking him to spare us from the suffering. But what if his answer is not 

to heal us immediately but to perfect us through the suffering? Such a season 

can test our faith. But if we can surrender our will to his, through that pain God 

can deepen our faith, heal our soul, and restore our joy.  

The truth is physical healing is not always God’s  answer to prayer. True heal-

ing is trusting God even when we lack understanding. It’s believing in the 

promises written in his Word, which renews our mind and lifts our spirit even 

as our body is failing. It’s not giving in to our fears. It’s about giving ourselves 

completely to Jesus. Whatever circumstance you are facing right now, this 

book of daily readings will help you focus on a closer relationship with Jesus, 

our one true spiritual healer.  

When you go through deep valleys, God is there with you, walking alongside as 

you experience suffering. He knows it well. He’s been there. He understands. 

As one who knows great pain, Jesus is our Great Comforter. In his First Letter 

to the Corinthians, the apostle Paul tells us that just as God comforts us in our 

troubles, so too we can comfort others. How will you respond to the pain in 

your life? Our faith tells us that Jesus is the source of victory even in the midst 

of suffering. That’s because God doesn’t waste a hurt. He can use that pain to 

direct us in the way he wants us to go, to reveal what’s inside of us, to perfect 

us, and to make us more like himself. He is the Great Physician who specializes 

in bringing blessing out of pain.  

Open up your life completely to him and get to know Jesus more intimately. 

Soak in his “words of hope for a time of sickness” and find healing strength for 

your soul. Hide God’s word in your heart, surrender your will, and trust in 

God’s promises. He will carry you through to eternity. You have his Word on it!  

 

Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for you are 

close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort . (Psalm 23.4) 

https://www.plough.com/en/authors/w/rick-warren
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Parish Prayer and Sacraments 
Sundays: 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 

Weekdays  8am, 10am & 12.40 
-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Confession  Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass 
Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

Church Collections  
W/e 4th /5th Nov 2017 

All Saints Day:  
1st Collection: €340-  
1st Collection: €1,222  

Share Collection: €875 

THANK YOU 

In Memoriam 
                Masses on 11th /12th Nov 2017. 

6pm, Niall Moloney (Anniversary) 

9.30am, John Cooney (Months Mind) 

11am, William and Christina Cullen (Anniversary) 

 5pm, Cathal Daly (Anniversary)    

 
Masses on 18th /19th Nov 2017. 

6pm... Kevin Kelleher (Anniversary) 

9.30am... Philip McShane (Recently Deceased) 

11am... David McCourt (1st Anniversary) 

EVERY THURSDAY 
Until 14 December 

6.30pm Catherine  McAuley Centre, Herbert St, D2 
October Conversations 

16  November Archbishop Diarmuid Martin, "The 

Church in Dublin: where will it be in ten years time?", 

Patrick Finn Lecture in Haddington Road. 

23 Nov - Kieran O'Mahony – Who was St Paul?30 Nov –

Annette Maguire, All will be Well:  the Life and Work of Julian 

of Norwich 

 Annette does spiritual direction at the Avila Carmelite Centre, 

Morehampton Road.  She has an MA in spirituality from the 

Milltown Institute of Theology and Philosophy and specialises 

in the spirituality of the Christian mystics. 

07 Dec – Patricia Coyle, title to be announced 

Pat’s webpage says  she ‘first cooked (as a student), then lec-

tured and now communicates for the Jesuits. In 2005 she 

took up the post of Director of Communications for the Jesu-

its in Ireland.’ 

14 Dec – Patrick Claffey, A Look at the Buddha’s Way. Patrick 

lectures in Hinduism and Buddhism in Trinity College Dublin 

and has travelled extensively doing research in Asia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patrick Finn Lectures 
Archbishop Diarmuid Martin 

"The Church in Dublin: where will it be in 
ten years time?" 

Thursday 16th November 2017 
at 7.15 pm 

Parish Diary 
16 November Patrick Finn Lecture: Archbishop Diarmuid Mar-
tin 

18 November 10:00pm: Remembrance  Day Mass  

19 November World Day for the Poor 

26 November Ecumenical Walk of Light 

26 December Feast of Christ the King 

3 December First Sunday in Advent 

9/10 December Diocesan Collection: Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul 

Remembrance Day Mass 

Saturday 10am November 18, 2017 
Our church has a special in place in the history of Dublin, both 
in the building itself and in many of the events that took place 
in and around it.  It is unique amongst the Catholic churches 
in Dublin in  that it has a memorial to the Irish Catholic men 
and women who died in the First World War. This was erect-
ed with the support of a parishioner, a Mr Mahony, who lost 
a son and a daughter in that dreadful war, Lieu. Edmund J. 
Mahony and his sister, Ms Isa Mahony, both named on the 
memorial.  
For the past number of years we have held a Remembrance 
Day Mass on the Saturday closest to Remembrance Day, 11 
November to honour those people and to acknowledge our 
changed understanding of our  place in that history. 


