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Lazarus Is Dead 

Greg Bailey 

The Gospel of John recounts the story of Lazarus in what is the most detailed account 
of any of the miracles of Jesus. Lazarus was more than a random person in the crowd 
reaching out for help from Jesus. He was a personal friend and his death deeply affect-
ed Jesus, as described in the shortest yet very poignant verse in the Bible: “Jesus 
wept” (John 11:35). 

After Lazarus emerges from his tomb, wrapped in burial cloth and stinking of death 
and decay, John’s account shifts to the reaction of religious leaders who misinterpret 
the miracle as a threat to their beleaguered community and traditions. It spurs them to 
take action against Jesus and his growing number of followers. But what is left unre-
ported is what happened to Lazarus after he emerged from the tomb. Did he remember 
anything about the experience of dying? Did he gain any insights on his four day jour-
ney into what Shakespeare calls “the undiscovered country from which no traveler re-
turns”? Many people of various faiths – or of no faith at all – who have had near death 
experiences give remarkably similar accounts of lights, tunnels, and seeing loved ones. 
How much more could Lazarus, who had much more than a near death experience, 
have told the astonished crowd? Did he have some lesson to teach and did he share it? 
We don’t know and never will.  

What is even more maddening is that his story ends just as it’s getting interesting. What 
happened to him after his return? Did he resume his old life or did he change it? After 
receiving the ultimate second chance, how did he make use of it? Or did he squander it 
as many people do? And how long did his second life last: a day, a week, a year, dec-
ades? However short or long his life, we know that at some point Lazarus died a sec-
ond and final time. Even though he was the object of the most remarkable miracle, we 
know that in the end he was human just like us. He suffered the same fate that all living 
things are slated to suffer. He had two lives but he also had two deaths.  

The everlasting life that Jesus spoke of before raising Lazarus from the dead was not a 
literal, never-ending, biological life in this world. If it were, every Christian who ever 
believed during the last two thousand years would still be alive today – and of course 
that is not true or even desirable. The life Jesus spoke of was not of this world but 
something different, something unknown to us but, we hope, much better. This does 
not trivialize our earthly life or provide a demented excuse to end this life and advance 
to the next. Even Jesus, who surely knew what he was about to do for Lazarus, 
mourned his death to the point of openly weeping. If our lives here and now are noth-
ing more than a brief moment in time, what would have been the point of Jesus joining 
in the sadness at his friend’s death? Perhaps by his grief he was showing that both are 
important, each in its own way. 

The questions and the search for answers in the story of Lazarus are all well and 
good as a theological or philosophical exercise dealing with the big issues of life and 
death. But life and death come to us in a more brutal and immediate form. They come 
with the news that a newborn baby has a serious heart defect. They come with the deci-
sion to sign a do-not-resuscitate order for an aging loved one. They come with the 
dreaded phone call from the doctor’s office informing us that the biopsy was positive 
for malignancy. The clean issues of life and death, and all previous affirmations of pure 
faith, can crumble in the light of reality. Our faith can crumble as quickly as Peter’s 
when he three times denied even knowing Jesus. At those times our best intentions to 
believe and follow the teachings of Jesus are put to the ultimate test. It is a test that all 
of us must and will face. 

At such a time, we may find another meaning in the story of Lazarus. Remember that 
Lazarus – after returning to life from being dead for four days – still had to face the end 
of his life at a later point in time. Even if the sick baby or the fading old person or you 
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Parish Prayer and Sacraments 
Sundays: 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 

Weekdays  8am, 10am & 12.40 
-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Confession  Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass 
Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

Church Collections  
.        W/e 29nd October 2017 

1st Collection... €895 
Share Collection... €883 

Weekday collections...€505 

THANK YOU 

In Memoriam 
6pm, Michael Shortt 9.30, Gerry Callanan,  

11.am Deceased Parishioners 

Margaret, Thomas and Colm O’Reilly 

                Masses on 11th /12th Nov 2017. 

6pm... Niall Moloney (Anniversary) 

9.30am... John Cooney (Months Mind) 

11am... William and Christina Cullen (Anniversary) 

 5pm... Cathal Daly (Anniversary)       

 

EVERY THURSDAY 
Until 14 December 

6.30pm Catherine  McAuley Centre, Herbert St, D2 
October Conversations 

 
09 Nov - Kieran O'Mahony – Why did Jesus Die? 

16  November Archbishop Diarmuid Martin, "The 

Church in Dublin: where will it be in ten years time?", 

Patrick Finn Le cture in Haddington Road. 

23 Nov - Kieran O'Mahony – Who was St Paul?30 Nov –

Annette Maguire, All will be Well:  the Life and Work of Julian 

of Norwich 

 Annette does spiritual direction at the Avila Carmelite Centre, 

Morehampton Road.  She has an MA in spirituality from the 

Milltown Institute of Theology and Philosophy and specialises 

in the spirituality of the Christian mystics. 

07 Dec – Patricia Coyle, title to be announced 

Pat’s webpage says  she ‘ first cooked (as a student), then 

lectured and now communicates for the Jesuits. In 2005 she 

took up the post of Director of Communications for the Jesu-

its in Ireland.’ 

14 Dec – Patrick Claffey, A Look at the Buddha’s Way 

Pembroke Road Association 
All local residents are invited to the  

43rd Annual General Meeting of the Association 

Date:     Monday 06 November 2017 at 7.30.p.m. 

Venue:  Dylan Hotel, Eastmoreland Place 

The Association seeks to maintain the unique residential 
character of the Pembroke Road neighbourhood. 

with the growing tumor receive God’s greatest miracle, 
at some point all of us will still die just like Lazarus. 
Let’s be honest with ourselves and each other: in the mo-
ments when we or our loved ones and friends are facing 
death, the words of Jesus promising everlasting life can 
lose their meaning. 

There is no easy answer. It is hard to have faith when put 
to the test. But consider this: we have all faced the un-
known before. When a baby is born he or she is thrust 
out of a warm, dark, mostly quiet environment into a 
colder, louder world of bright light. No wonder babies 
cry when they are born. But with luck and a little love 
they discover their new reality, turning the unknown into 
the known. I can’t tell you that death will be followed by 
something like life after birth, but if we believe anything 
it is that there is something beyond death, something that 
we know as little about as the newborn knows about life. 
That is what Jesus promised us. Let us have faith in that 
promise. 

Lazarus is dead. Lazarus is alive. As we will be. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patrick Finn Lectures 
 

Archbishop Diarmuid Martin 
 

"The Church in Dublin: where will it be in 
ten years times?" 

Thursday 16th November 2017 
at 7.15 pm 


