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MISSION SUNDAY  2017 MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

This Day invites us to reflect anew on the mission at the heart of the Christian faith.  The Church is 

missionary by nature; otherwise, she would no longer be the Church of Christ, but one group 

among many others that soon end up serving their purpose and passing away.… 

Mission and the transformative power of the Gospel of Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life 

1. The Church’s mission, directed to all men and women of good will, is based on the transforma-

tive power of the Gospel.  The Gospel is Good News filled with contagious joy, for it contains and 

offers new life: the life of the Risen Christ who, by bestowing his life-giving Spirit, becomes for us 

the Way, the Truth and the Life (cf. Jn 14:6).  He is the Way who invites us to follow him with confi-

dence and courage.  In following Jesus as our Way, we experience Truth and receive his Life, which 

is fullness of communion with God the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit.  That life sets us free 

from every kind of selfishness, and is a source of creativity in love. 

2. God the Father desires this existential transformation of his sons and daughters, a transfor-

mation that finds expression in worship in spirit and truth (cf. Jn 4:23-24), through a life guided by 

the Holy Spirit in imitation of Jesus the Son to the glory of God the Father. “The glory of God is the 

living man” (IRENAEUS, Adversus Haereses IV, 20, 7).  The preaching of the Gospel thus becomes a 

vital and effective word that accomplishes what it proclaims (cf. Is 55:10-11): Jesus Christ, who 

constantly takes flesh in every human situation (cf. Jn 1:14). 

Mission and the kairos of Christ 

3. The Church’s mission, then, is not to spread a religious ideology, much less to propose a lofty 

ethical teaching.  Many movements throughout the world inspire high ideals or ways to live a 

meaningful life.  Through the mission of the Church, Jesus Christ himself continues to evangelize 

and act; her mission thus makes present in history the kairos, the favourable time of salva-

tion.  Through the proclamation of the Gospel, the risen Jesus becomes our contemporary, so that 

those who welcome him with faith and love can experience the transforming power of his Spirit, 

who makes humanity and creation fruitful, even as the rain does with the earth.  “His resurrection 

is not an event of the past; it contains a vital power which has permeated this world. Where all 

seems to be dead, signs of the resurrection suddenly spring up.  It is an irresistible force” (Evangelii 

Gaudium, 276). 

4. Let us never forget that “being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but 

the encounter with an event, a Person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direc-

tion” (BENEDICT XVI, Deus Caritas Est, 1).  The Gospel is a Person who continually offers himself 

and constantly invites those who receive him with humble and religious faith to share his life by an 

effective participation in the paschal mystery of his death and resurrection.  Through Baptism, the 

Gospel becomes a source of new life, freed of the dominion of sin, enlightened and transformed by 

the Holy Spirit.  Through Confirmation, it becomes a fortifying anointing that, through the same 

Spirit, points out new ways and strategies for witness and accompaniment.  Through the Eucharist, 

it becomes food for new life, a “medicine of immortality” (IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH, Ad Ephesios, 20, 

2). 

5. The world vitally needs the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Through the Church, Christ continues his mis-
sion as the Good Samaritan, caring for the bleeding wounds of humanity, and as Good Shepherd, 
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Parish Prayer and Sacraments 
Sundays: 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 

Weekdays  8am, 10am & 12.40 
-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Confession  Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass 
Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

Church Collections.   
W/e 15th October 2017  
1st Collection... €1,265 

Share Collection... €565 

      THANK YOU 
 

In Memoriam 
                 

 Masses on 14th/15th October 2017. 
                        

6pm, Ann Carr (Months Mind) 

               

Masses on 21st /22nd Oct 2017 

6pm... Richard Kelly (Anniversary) 

    Masses on 28th /29th October 2017. 

6pm... Patsy Lynch (Anniversary) 

11am... Gerard Lardner 

Paddy and Patricia Matthews 

  5pm...  Teresa Mullery-Gray (Anniversary)       

EVERY THURSDAY 
6.30pm Catherine  McAuley Centre, Herbert St, D2 

October Conversations 

26 Oct – Brian Grogan SJ, Growing in Love as We Age.  
Brian is former President of Milltown Institute, Dublin. 

He specialises in Ignatian spirituality.  His most recent 

publication is  To Grow in Love: A Spirituality of Ageing, 

Dying and Glory. Messenger Publications 2017.  

02 Nov - Kieran O'Mahony OSA – Do we Need the Old 
Testament?  
Kieran is an Augustinian friar and a biblical scholar. His 
research interests include St Paul, the historical Jesus, 
and the Resurrection. Among his publications are Do We 
Still Need St Paul?  And  What Does the Bible Say About 
the Stranger? He is a regular contributor to Scripture in 
Church and Doctrine and Life.  
09 Nov - Kieran O'Mahony – Why did Jesus Die? 

16 Nov—Patrick Finn Lecture, Archbishop Diarmuid Mar-

tin 

Parish Diary 
5 November Mass for the Deceased of the Past Year 

10 November 7:30pm:  Remember the Brave: Music and 
Poetry with Lassus Senior Choir 

11 November 3:00pm: Knights of Malta: Requiem Mass 

16 November Patrick Finn Lecture: Archbishop Diarmuid 
Martin 

18 November 10:00pm: Mass of Remembrance 

19 November World Day for the Poor 

26 November Ecumenical Walk of Light 

3 December First Sunday in Advent 

9/10 December Diocesan Collection: Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul 

15 December Annual Parish Christmas Concert 

Pembroke Road Association 

All local residents are invited to the 43rd Annual Gen-

eral Meeting of the Association 

Date:     Monday 06 November 2017 at 7.30.p.m. 

Venue:  Dylan Hotel, Eastmoreland Place 

The Association seeks to maintain the unique residential 

character of the Pembroke Road neighbourhood. 

constantly seeking out those who wander along winding 
paths that lead nowhere.  Thank God, many significant expe-
riences continue to testify to the transformative power of the 
Gospel.  I think of the gesture of the Dinka student who, at 
the cost of his own life, protected a student from the enemy 
Nuer tribe who was about to be killed.  I think of that Eucha-
ristic celebration in Kitgum, in northern Uganda, where, after 
brutal massacres by a rebel group, a missionary made the 
people repeat the words of Jesus on the cross: “My God, My 
God, why have you abandoned me?” as an expression of the 
desperate cry of the brothers and sisters of the crucified 
Lord.   For the people, that celebration was an immense 
source of consolation and courage.  We can think too of 
countless testimonies to how the Gospel helps to overcome 
narrowness, conflict, racism, tribalism, and to promote every-
where, and among all, reconciliation, fraternity, and sharing. 

Visiting celebrant and homilist 

We are fortunate today in having as our 

guest Fr Gary Roche SVD.  Gary is a mem-

ber of the Society of the Divine Word.  He 

was ordained in 1970 and has worked 

more or less ever since in Papua New 

Guinea.  He has a doctorate in Canon 

Law and has divided his time between 

pastoral work, teaching and church ad-

ministration.  He is currently teaching for 

one semester at St Patrick’s College Maynooth. We are very 

grateful to him for reminding us of the importance of mission 

in the life of the Church. 
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