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Last Saturday we held our Annual Parish Pastoral Assembly at the Catherine McAuley Cen-

tre in Herbert St.  The attendance was somewhat smaller than we had hoped, with about 

thirty people, but there was no lack of commitment or interest in the discussion and it was 

a very fruitful morning.  

The idea of transition in the Church and transition in our parish community was very cen-

tral to our discussion, which started with an inspiring video talk by Nicky Gumble, the for-

mer director of Alpha. One of the questions was: ‘How do we move from being simply  

religious service provider to being a faith community?’ In the discussion there was a great 

desire to broaden on our contact with people and families in our area, as one participant 

put it , ‘from cradle to grave’. 

The Assembly accepted that the forthcoming World Meeting of Families, which is to take 

place in Ireland next August, would give focus and become the central theme for the com-

ing pastoral year.   

The Family Mass is to be revisited and hopefully revived and revitalised. This, however, 

will require the support of the families.  However, it was pointed out that  that a family 

mass in itself is not enough to create a sense of belonging to a community.  The pastoral 

challenge we fact amongst young people is to bring them feel that they belong to a Chris-

tian community, that their Christianity is part of who they are in a broad sense.  This will 

involve introducing a social side to our church life in the form of some social events that 

simply bring us together as a community and building up our sense of solidarity, together-

ness and belonging.  There’s a lot to be said for tea and a biscuit as they Friendship Club 

and our monthly Sunday hospitality already show.  It is hoped to bring a few people to-

gether to reflect and work on this in the coming year. 

Again in the context of the family, it was suggested that there is a real need to address 
young mothers with children at our schools and to come up with a social forum that will 
allow them to share.  Early conversations with a number of them and with the schools indi-
cate that this would be a very welcome initiative. 

In reviewing the parish, there was much evidence to confirm the fact that even in these 

challenging times we are still a living and vibrant community in the city.  This is evident in 

our prayer life.   Sunday mass attendances have remained steady, while during the week 

anywhere between 100-130 people attend the three masses.  There is a small but faithful 

Rosary group and a Eucharistic Adoration every Wednesday morning.  These are very posi-

tive signs of life.  It has to be a priority of every parish to maintain this life that flows 

through our community and to foster and nourish it in every way possible as this is where 

our strength and life will come from (Jn 6:35). 
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In Memoriam 
11am, Eduoard-Toussaint Adjovi (Anniversary) 

Masses on 8th /9th July 2017. 

11am, Catherine Deegan (Months Mind) 

 

Parish Prayer and Sacraments 

Sundays: 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 
Weekdays  10am & 12.40 

-Rosary daily after 10am mass 
Confession  Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass 

Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

Church Collections   
W/e: 25thJune 2017 
1st Collection: €1,152 

Share Collection: €770 
Weekday collections: €541  

THANK YOU 

There are also challenges here, particularly a declining 

number of priests.  Our own parish has been reduced from 

four to two in the past two years and this situation is not 

going to improve.  While this situation is somewhat new 

for Ireland it is not unusual in most of the Church where 

they ratio of priest to people is much lower—and yet these 

are the parts of the Church that are flourishing.  There 

must be a lesson here? 

There is a great need for us to reflect more deeply and to 

find new answers to new questions.  What do we mean 

when we talk about the priesthood of the people of God.  

What do we mean by lay ministry?  What do we mean 

when we talk about the  Word and the  Eucharist? One of 

the more alarmist expressions being used in the present 

context is ‘Eucharistic starvation’, which it is claimed is 

threatening the life of the Church.  But this certainly does 

not have to be the case if we seek new ways of thinking 

and addressing it.  In the present context this has to be a 

priority for our community and for our PPC over the com-

ing pastoral year. 

This will require a prayerful reflection, a theological input, 

faith formation and the openness and willingness to grow,  

It will require discernment and, above all, an openness to 

the spirit in the life of the world and the life of the Church. 

Let’s keep in mind these world of Pope Francis as we move 

forward: 

‘I dream of a “missionary option”, that is, a missionary im-

pulse capable of transforming everything, so that the 

Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and sched-

ules, language and structures can be suitably channeled for 

the evangelization of today’s world rather than for her self-

preservation. The renewal of structures demanded by pas-

toral conversion can only be understood in this light: as 

part of an effort to make them more mission-oriented, to 

make ordinary pastoral activity on every level more inclu-

sive and open, to inspire in pastoral workers a constant 

desire to go forth and in this way to elicit a positive re-

sponse from all those whom Jesus summons to friendship 

with himself. As John Paul II once said to the Bishops of 

Oceania: “All renewal in the Church must have mission as 

its goal if it is not to fall prey to a kind of ecclesial introver-

sion”. (Evangelii Gaudium #27) 

Dear Friends, 
 
Each year throughout the entire Church, on the Sunday 
nearest the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, a collection 
is held for the charitable work of the Pope. It is inter-
estingly one of the oldest collections in the Church. It 
was first mentioned in history as far back as 1031 and in 
Ireland it dates back to Norman times.  
Pope Francis has shown us by his word and by his exam-
ple the special concern he has for the poor and those 
on the periphery of society. He has said that he wants a 
Church which is poor and there for the poor. He has a 
special concern for the victims of human trafficking and 
modern forms of slavery. He has appealed on many 
occasions for support for the many Christians who 
suffer persecution because of their faith. Pope Francis' 
own personal life style is marked by great simplicity.  
The Peter's Pence collection is a gesture of solidarity 
with the Pope in his care for the poor and I ask you to 
contribute generously also as a sign of your personal 
appreciation of the work of Pope Francis.  
With sincere thanks for your generosity and with 
prayerful regards in the Lord, I ask you also to pray for 
Pope Francis and his ministry and for me.  
Yours very sincerely, 
 
Diarmuid Martin Archbishop of Dublin 
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