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On Inner Detachment 
Meister Eckhart 

Nothing makes us true men and women but the giving up of our will. The only perfect and 

true will comes from entering into God’s will and being without self-will. For the perfec-

tion of our will means being in harmony with the divine will by willing what God wills, and 

the way he wills it. 

At the time when the angel appeared to our dear Mary, nothing that she had done would 

ever have made her the mother of God; but as soon as she gave up her will, she became 

mother of the Eternal Word and conceived God in that hour. 

Never has God given himself nor will he ever give himself to an alien will. Only where he 

finds his will does he impart himself and leave himself, with all that he is. 

This is the true inner detachment: in it, the spirit stands immovable in the face of every-

thing that befalls it, whether it is good or bad, honor or disgrace or calumny, just as a 

broad mountain stands immovable in the face of a little breeze. 

 If God’s will should please you in this way, you would feel just as if you were in heaven, 

regardless of what happens or does not happen to you. But those who desire something 

different from God’s will get what they deserve: they are always in misery and trouble; 

people do them a great deal of violence and injury, and they suffer in every way. 

We deafen God day and night with our words, “Lord, thy will be done.” But then when 

God’s will does happen, we are furious and don’t like it a bit. When our will becomes 

God’s will, that is certainly good; but how much better it would be if God’s will were to 

become our will. 

 There is nothing a person is able to offer God that is more pleasing to him than this kind 

of detachment. God cares less for our watching, fasting, or praying than for this detach-

ment. God needs nothing more from us than a quiet heart. 

No one must imagine that it is impossible to attain this, for it is God himself who does it. 

Some may say they do not have it. To this I say that I am sorry. But if you do not desire it, I 

am still more sorry. If you cannot have it, then do have a longing for it! And if you cannot 

have the longing, then at least long to have the longing! 

Because of this the prophet says, “I long, O Lord, to have a longing for thy righteousness.” 

That we may desire God in the sense that he may be born in us – may God help us to this! 

(Selections from Meister Eckehart spricht, ed. Otto Karrer (Ars Sacra/Josef Müller, 1926), trans. Nicoline Maas.) 

 

 

Some thoughts of Meister Eckhart 
 
“If the only prayer you said was thank you, that would be enough.” 

“The eye through which I see God is the same eye through which God sees me; my eye 

and God's eye are one eye, one seeing, one knowing, one love.” 

“Spirituality is not to be learned by flight from the world, or by running away from things, 

or by turning solitary and going apart from the world. Rather, we must learn an inner soli-

tude wherever or with whomsoever we may be. We must learn to penetrate things and 

find God there.” 
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In Memoriam 
                   

6pm... Maggie Drennan (Anniversary)  
9.30am... Rory Ward 

11am... Joseph Mathews (Anniversary                               
5pm... Maureen Campion 

                   
               Masses on 2nd/3rdJuly 2017. 
11am, Eduoard Adjovi (Anniversary) 

 

Parish Prayer and Sacraments 
Sundays: 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 

Weekdays  10am & 12.40 
-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Confession  Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass 
Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

Church Collections     
W/e: 18thJune 2017 
1st Collection: €1,011 

Share Collection: €722 
Weekday collections: €525  

THANK YOU 

Special Dates for your Diary 
St Mary’s has two much admired professional can-
tors. Catrina Scullion and Emer Barry, both pursu-
ing careers as performers.  Catrina is the star of 
this lovely evening at the John Field Room at the 
NCH on Tuesday, while Emer is preparing for the 
release of her first CD at a concert also in the John 
Field  Room 18 July.  These will be two great eve-
nings. 

Information nights on parish re-
sources for World Meeting of Families 
(WMOF) 

 The WMOF team is making available a set of pastoral 

resources for parishes in preparation for the World 

Meeting of Families in August 2018. These resources 

will be ready from September 2017: 

1. A menu of community and family-based activities 

called Let’s Be family.  

2. A video-based programme called Let’s Talk family.  

3. A video-based short training programme called 

Leader’s Guide that can equip a small team of volun-

teers in parishes or clusters to organise some of the 

above over the coming year. 
Parishes around the country have expressed interest in 
knowing a bit more about what will be available in 
September. For that reason we are holding information 
evenings across the country in the coming month for 
representatives of parishes . 

The meetings for Dublin Diocese are for 7.30pm as fol-
lows:  

Monday June 26: Newlands Cross (Louis Fitzgerald Ho-
tel) 

Tuesday June 27: Clonliffe College 

Wednesday June 28: Clonliffe College 

Thursday June 29: Killiney (Johnstown Pastoral Centre, 

Churchview Road, Glenageary 
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