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The Great Floodtide of the Spirit 

Johann Christoph Blumhardt 

 
I will pour water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out my 

Spirit on your offspring and my blessing on your descendants, so that they will spring up 

like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees by flowing streams. This one will say, “I am the 

Lord’s”; another will call himself by the name of Jacob. Still another will write on his hand 

“The Lord’s” and will be called by the name Israel (Isaiah 44:1–5). 

What does God have in mind here? Listen: “I will pour water on the thirsty land and 

streams on the dry ground; I will pour out my spirit on your offspring and my blessing on 

your descendants.” 

There you have it. When everything has turned parched and arid so that nothing more can 

be hoped for and all life seems to have perished, when all things languish and faint away, 

then heaven will drop refreshing rain and water will come—first in drops and then more 

and more, until it pours down onto the parched ground.  

What is this? God wants to send something down from above? “I will pour out my Spirit on 

your offspring and my blessing on your descendants.” It is the Spirit of God who is to come 

down. Israel did not yet have the Spirit but it is promised to come upon Israel’s offspring, 

his descendants. In other words, “Be patient! You will not experience it, but your descend-

ants will, and then you, too, will benefit from it.” 

You see, that is what I, too, am hoping for; it is what all of us must trust in. There is no 

other way to quench our thirst, to revive what is parched and arid than through God pouring 

out his Spirit. To be sure, there are many in this day and age who no longer want to believe 

that. Why? Because it is something out of the ordinary, not fitting into the usual pattern of 

this world.  Yet, like a flood the Spirit will come upon the offspring, the descendants of 

Israel, hence also on the Christian descendants, on us. Let us confidently expect that. 

Indeed, a small part of it was already fulfilled in the time of the apostles. Sadly, since then 

the endowment with the Spirit has receded into the background, so that it no longer is as it 

once was. But I ask, does that mean it should not be given afresh? Indeed, if it was then 

given on a limited scale, must it not now be fulfilled on a large one?  

In that first outpouring of the Spirit we had proof that God keeps his word. But now we 

need a new outpouring. We are dehydrated people; the thirst is almost killing us, and it is 

terrible how many people go to rack and ruin both inwardly and outwardly. And since we 

need the Spirit again, God will also give it again. We have the promise: Fear not, Jacob! 

Your God knows what is needed. He only has to send the great divine gift, the Holy Spirit, 

who comes from God and gives us a new, divine nature. Then everything will be different. 

There will be an immeasurably great change everywhere as soon as God sends forth his 

Spirit and when new life springs up among people of childlike faith. “This person will say, 

‘I am the Lord’s’; another will call himself by the name of Jacob. Still another will write on 

his hand ‘The Lord’s’ and will be called by the name Israel.” Thus, everywhere children of 

Israel—children of God—will arise, springing up like grass out of the ground, until a great 

Israel emerges from the people of the earth. The human race will be so renewed that we 

cannot but marvel how quickly and extensively the Spirit takes effect among the people. 

From all sides they will come running and say, “I, too, want to be the Lord’s. I, too, want to 

belong to Jacob’s people and be called by the name ‘Israel.’”  Nobody will want to be left 

behind and be excluded from the blessings that flow from God to his people. Oh, what a 

wonderful time it will be when the people who are now caught up in all kinds of follies and 

wrongs will be filled with the one thought of how they can find their way into the realm of 

divine mercies and blessings and be called by the name “Israel” and “Jacob.” 

Oh, might it begin soon! And can’t it be possible in our poor, arid time? Oh, may we im-

plore God to let the new time break in, to wait no longer but come make us alive and revive 

all that seems doomed to death. Let us take heart! May this promise give us fresh courage 

to wait, in confidence and joy, for the great hour to come! Praised be his name! Amen. 

 

http://www.churchservices.tv/haddingtonroad
http://www.plough.com/en/authors/b/johann-christoph-blumhardt


 

Contacts: Fr Fachtna McCarthy, Administrator, Fr Patrick Claffey svd C.C., Fr Michael Collins C.C..  Tel 01-6600075  
Streaming and Website www.stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie   email: info@stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie 

Child Protection: http://www.stmaryshaddingtonroad.ie/ministries/child-protection/ also www.csps.dublindiocese.ie 

Streaming also at www.churchservices.tv/haddingtonroad  
Funded by Living the Joy of the Gospel Campaign 

In Memoriam 
 

9.30am, Eamonn O’Loine 
                   Peter Coyne   (Anniversary) 

                   
Masses on 10th /11th June 2017. 

9.30am, Stephen Magner (Anniversary) 

Masses and Confession 
Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 

Weekdays  8am, 10am & 12.40 
-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Confession  Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass 
Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

Church Collections     
W/e: 28th May 2017 

 
1st Collection: €1,110 

Share Collection: €781 
Weekday collections: €571  

THANK YOU 

 

Sunday 28 May, The Ascension of the Lord, World Communi-
cations Day 

Sunday June 4, Pentecost Sunday 

 Ecumenical Bible Week—Theme: ‘Faith comes by hear-
ing the Word of Christ’ (Rm 10:17) 

Sunday 11 June, Trinity Sunday 

 11am: Parish Mass for the Sick 

Monday 12 June 17.45, Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

Sunday 18 June, Feast of Corpus Christi 

Tuesday 20 June, 5.30pm Memorial Mass for Ambassador 
Dan Rooney 

Saturday  Morning 24 June 

Parish Pastoral Assembly, Catherine McAuley Centre 

Special Sunday Mass for the Sick 
Sunday  11 June, 11am 

 

“Everywhere Jesus went during his ministry he preached 

the good news and he met with the sick.  Probably there is 

no other group so constantly mentioned in the Gospels as 

the sick.  On many occasions we note that Jesus met them, 

touched them, was moved to compassion and ultimately to 

help them. - It is interesting to note in the Gospels the de-

tails of how Jesus met with the sick.  He did not work what 

we would call today “tele-miracles”.  There were no big 

shows.  He met rather with each sick person individually 

and laid hands on them individually.  Sometimes it was the 

sick themselves who just wished to touch his garments be-

cause they knew that in any encounter with Jesus, healing 

power would come from him and their lives would be 

changed. The encounter was always one which recognised 

the uniqueness of each sick person. 

 The encounter of the sick person with Jesus, then and to-

day, is a deep personal one.  My prayer this afternoon is 

that you will go away with something of that experience as 

you encounter Jesus in the sacrament of the sick and in the 

Eucharist.  Each one of us is an individual person, with our 

own history, our own joys and sorrows, our own sins and 

secrets, our own weaknesses and strengths, our own 

doubts and hopes.  Jesus knows these and wishes today to 

bring healing and to free us from all that hinders us from 

being the people that God made us to be. 

Jesus has a special love for the sick. There is even the ex-

traordinary scene told in the Gospel of Saint Mark (Mark 5: 

5-6) in which Jesus visited his own home town and was not 

accepted by his townspeople.  Mark notes that Jesus “was 

amazed at their lack of faith” and that therefore “he could 

work no miracle there”.  But Mark adds immediately 

“though he cured some sick people by laying hands on 

them”!  Jesus special care of the sick remained even when 

he was unable to work any other miracle.  His care for the 

sick is so great that even the lack of faith of his townspeo-

ple cannot hold it back.  

This Gospel tells us that being close to Jesus is not a ques-

tion of being his townsperson or of having any other special 

claim, but depends on something much deeper: it is a ques-

tion of the depth of our faith. In the midst of all the unbelief 

and ingratitude of his townspeople, Jesus recognised faith 

only in that group of sick people.  The sick are a sign for all of 

us of what faith is.  Most of us are probably closer to the un-

belief of townspeople of Jesus, as we live in self sufficiency, 

fixed on our own ideas and ways, attempting to create an 

image of Jesus built on our ideas, rather than having the hu-

mility to recognise our need of redemption.” 

(Excerpt from a homily by our Archbishop Diarmuid at a Mass 

for the Word Day of the Sick, 2005) 

NB. For assistance please telephone or email the Parish at 
number and email address given below and you will be col-
lected. 
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Collec on.... €1,230 
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