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Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-1889) is surely one of the poets most of us remember from our school 

days, if only because of the fact that his language was so different and even difficult.  One  of the three 

or four great poets of his time, one scholar wrote: ‘He is regarded by different readers as the greatest 

Victorian poet of religion, of nature, or of melancholy.’  For various reasons, including his challenging 

writing and his dedication to his Jesuit lifestyle, he was never published during his lifetime. He only 

came to attention after WWI, largely through the efforts of his poet friend Robert Bridges (1844-1930) 

who understood the importance of the work as a revolutionary development in English poetry. 

Hopkins was unusual as in a time when religion was beginning to decline in literature in that he was an 

overtly religious poet.  Baptised an Anglican, he came under the influence of John Henry Newman and 

others at Oxford and Newman received him into the Roman Catholic Church on 21 October 1866 at 

the age of 22, much to the disapproval of his family and some friends.  Always given to a kind of radi-

calism, in 1868 he "resolved to be a religious" and, as a sign of his resolve, he made a bonfire of his 

poems and gave up poetry almost entirely for seven years, entering the Society of Jesus at Manresa 

House, Roehampton, in September 1868.  

Following his novitiate and  two years as a teacher of classics at Stonyhurst College, Hopkins moved to 

Dublin in 1884, where he took up a post as fellow in classics at the Royal University of Ireland and pro-

fessor of Greek at University College, Dublin. He was deeply unhappy here, describing Dublin as “a 

joyless place and I think in my heart as smoky as London is.” Indeed it was here that he wrote the Des-

olation Sonnets, his darkest works.  Modern scholarship suggests that the poet probably suffered from 

what today might be diagnosed as either bipolar disorder or chronic unipolar depression, and battled 

a deep sense of melancholic anguish. In 1889 Hopkins died in Dublin of typhoid fever and was buried 

in the Jesuit plot at Glasnevin cemetery. These were no doubt desolate years, however, on his death 

bed, his last words were, "I am so happy, I am so happy. I loved my life." 

In this time of Spring, let us remember one of his most hopeful and joyful poems: 

 

God’s Grandeur 

The world is charged with the grandeur of God.  

    It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;  

    It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil  

Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod?  

Generations have trod, have trod, have trod;  

    And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;  

    And wears man's smudge and shares man's smell: the soil  

Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod.  

 

And for all this, nature is never spent;  

    There lives the dearest freshness deep down things;  

And though the last lights off the black West went  

    Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs —       

Because the Holy Ghost over the bent  

    World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings. 
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In Memoriam 
Recently deceased 

Caroline Hussey 
 

Anniversaries 
 

6pm, Andy Ryan (Months Mind) 
11am, Maureen and Tommy Carpenter 

(Anniversary)  

              
             Masses on 27th/28th May 2017. 
6pm... Elizabeth Lynch (Anniversary) 

11am...Charles and Rose Kenny (Anniversary)  

Masses and Confession 
Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 

5pm 
Weekdays  8am, 10am & 12.40 
-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Confession  Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass 
Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-

12.40 

Church Collections     
W/e: 14th May 2017 
1st Collection: €1,240 

Share Collection: €770 

THANK YOU 

This is a monthly celebration for LGBT (lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgendered) people, their 
parents, family members, and friends. 

Sunday 21st May 2017 at 3.30 pm (followed by 
tea & coffee) and Sunday 18th June 2017 at 3.30 
pm (followed by tea & coffee) at Avila Carmelite 
Centre, Bloomfield Avenue off Morehampton 
Road, Dublin 4. 

 

Email: allarewelcomemass@gmail.com 

Website: www.allarewelcomemass.com 

  

ALL ARE WELCOME 

John Sullivan SJ  

First Beatification ever in Ireland 
The first ever beatification in Ireland, that of Father John Sul-

livan SJ (1861 – 1933), took place at on Saturday May 13th 

during the celebration of Mass in Saint Francis Xavier Church 

on Gardiner Street in Dublin. 

Beatification, which confers 

the title ‘Blessed’, means that 

a man or woman is consid-

ered to be truly holy and 

worthy of veneration by the faithful.  The next stage after be-

atification is canonisation to sainthood and this takes place in 

recognition of this holiness by the universal Church. 

The principal celebrant and homilist at the  Mass was Cardinal 

Angelo Amato, Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of 

Saints, and he was assisted by the Primate of Ireland Arch-

bishop Diarmuid Martin of Dublin, with a large number of 

concelebrants.   The Church of Ireland’s Archbishop Michael 

Jackson of Dublin, and Bishop John McDowell of Clogher, 

were present on the sanctuary. 

Music during the liturgy was provided by students from 

Clongowes Wood College SJ.  Soprano Rachael Croash sang 

Ave Maria and Panis Angelicus.  At the beginning of Mass, 

Cardinal Amato read the following Apostolic Letter from 

Pope Francis in Latin, and this was followed by Archbishop 

Diarmuid Martin who read the text in English. 

 

Sunday 21 May, Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock 

Sunday 28 May, The Ascension of the Lord, World Communi-
cations Day 

Sunday June 4, Pentecost Sunday 

 Ecumenical Bible Week—Theme: ‘Faith comes by hear-
ing the Word of Christ’ (Rm 10:17) 

Sunday 11 June, Trinity Sunday 

 11am: Parish Mass for the Sick 

Monday 12 June 17.45, Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

Sunday 18 June, Feast of Corpus Christi 

Saturday  Morning 24 June 

Parish Pastoral Assembly, Catherine McAuley Centre 
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