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     As Others See Us 
 In our mort recent Patrick Finn  lecture, we had the pleasure of receiv-

ing the Right Rev Michael Burrows, Church of Ireland Bishop of Cashel 

and Ossory, who gave a fascinating talk to an unfortunately small audi-

ence.  The general theme of the talk was that of the importance of ecu-

menism in the life of the church.  However, rather than a theological 

lecture, Bishop Michael’s talk took more the form of a conversation 

with friends as he set out in some detail the things he likes and admires 

in the Roman Catholic Church, the things that attract him and which 

have much to offer.  It was a moving experience hearing these from an 

‘outsider’ since, one imagines, they may be things that we overlook 

ourselves.   

He set our nine points which he developed  briefly but very  well in the course of his 50 minute talk: 

He spoke first of all of what he described as the ‘magnetic prayerfulness’ he finds in our communities 

and in our churches.  He said that often when he is looking for a quiet place to pray, he will  slip in to a 

Catholic church, where he finds the athmosphere conducive to these moments.  He also notices that 

prayerfulness in the people he meets there 

As an Anglican coming from a tradition that is often very different and which surely has its riches, he  

still admire s certain doctrinal clarity in Catholicism and can see why this can be so attractive as people 

seek to give shape to their lives and their faith.  

It  has often been said that the social teaching is one of the great riches of the Catholic Church.  It is 

drawn from wide experience ranging across the world. It has been  developed going back to the 

middle of the 19th c and particuarly since the Second Vatican Council.  It is this teaching that is behind 

the vast range of social action which the Catholic Church is involved  with  as it tries to respond to 

poverty, and opppression. worldwide 

He finds a lot that is attractive in  strong  sense of the communion of saints and particarly the  person 

of Mary, which has sometimes been questions but which he sees as adding a greath depth and 

richness to your spirtuality. 

While the Bible has not always had the prominent place it now has in the life of our community, he is 

very impressed by  the renewal of the use of scripture since Vatican II and particiarly the development 

of  Lectio Divina, coming out of the monastic tradition, which is now finding wide acceptance in many 

faith communities in search of renewal.  There is, he says, a freshness in the approach to scripture 

which makes itself felt in the preaching.  In this regard he also notes the need to celebrate the fact 

that we largely share the same lectionary, that we use the same readings in  our respective 

communities every Sunday.  This is something that is a striking feature of Archdeacons Gordan 

Linney’s wonderful Thinking Anew columns in the Irish Times, which are so widely read and admired . 

In the terms used by Pope John Paul II, he longs for a deeper development of the Petrine ministry of 

unity and service which can bring all Christians into closer communion. He spoke wit enthusiasm of the 

ministry of Pope Francis who has furthered this in the past several years. 

Bishop Michael consluded by speaking of the ‘many people out there long for 'holiness', that sense of 

mystery that helps to give sense and shape to our lives and the need to speak to them out of our 

shared faity. 

This was a wonderful evening that gave a grat sense of shared faityh and of hope.  Thank you Bishop 
Burrows. 
 
Our next Finn Lecture will be given by Professor Declan Marmion, Maynooth: From Foe to Friend: 
Martin Luther’s Legacy in Catholic Perspective, Thursday 23 March 2017. 7.15pm 
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In Memoriam 

6pm, Tom Curran (Anniversary) 
11am, Patrick and Evelyn Carmody (Anniversary)  

5pm... Patrick Hopkins (Anniversary) 
 

Masses on 25th /26th February  2017. 
6pm, Miriam Mc Mahon (Anniversary) 

11am, Patricia Dunne (Annivarsary) 
 

Masses and Confession 
Sundays: Vigil, 6pm (Saturday), 9.30am, 11am, 5pm 

Weekdays  8am, 10am & 12.40 
-Rosary daily after 10am mass 

Confession  Tuesday, Saturday after 10am mass 
Adoration  Blessed Sacrament, Weds 10.30-12.40 

 
Church Collections 

W/e: 11- 12 February 2017 

1st Collection: €990 

Share Collection: €741  

Weekday Collecions: €1,550 (2 weeks) 

 

THANK YOU 

ACCORD (formerly known as CMAC) was established  

in Ireland in 1962 by the Irish Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference. We have fifty-five 

centres throughout Ireland both North and South, 
more than 800 members trained to the highest 
standards who provide clients with a professional and 
ethical, Educational and Counselling service in a safe 
and confidential environment, promoting awareness, 
understanding, healing and helping love to grow. 

Marriage and families are today experiencing new and 
more complex challenges than ever before and yet we 
know that good marriages and healthy families are not 
only the bedrock of our society but also provide their 
constituent members with a stable lifelong 
environment in which they can experience, Love, 
Support, Understanding, Tolerance, Caring and  
Nurturing, Commitment, Respect, Interdependence, 
Enjoyment and much happiness. These are not 
experienced just by chance but are the result of 
couples and their families working together to create  
a secure and loving environment, which allows them  

to flourish and grow. 

Marriage and family life therefore is a journey not a 
destination. It is being the right person rather than 
finding the right person. It is starting to LOVE over and 
over again. It is a life's work. It requires active thought 
and effort. We learn how to share, we  practise talking 
from the heart, we understand feelings as well as 
words and we give generously and receive generously. 

Above all Marriage is a gift, where love is the climate 
in which we live, where our children are secure in the 
knowledge that their parents love and respect each 
other and where the best is yet to come. If you find 
that you are having difficulty talking to each other 
then talk to ACCORD. We are there to help you.  

ANNUAL COLLECTION 

 

TODAY ALL MASSES 
...we need your help. 

Readers 

* 

Ministers of the Eucharist 

* 

Choir Members 

* 

Other Ministries and Services 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Please contact Liturgy Committee 

fachtna.mccarthy@spd.dcu.ie 

pmclaffeysvd@yahoo.co.uk  


